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INTRODUCTION 


Human beings have always lived in communities, and, to that extent, politics has 
always been with us. It is primarily a social activity—one that is concemed with 
how societies are organized and how they might be changed for the better. 
However, it is also a theoretical discipline—one that tries to answer questions such 
as: How is political authority justified? How much power should a government have 
over its citizens? What rights do citizens have, and how should they be protected? 


The answers to these questions have always been disputed, and they can be 
grouped together into what are known as “ideologies." An ideology is a tradition of 
thought, and it may favor autocracy (absolute rule by one person), or democracy (rule 
by the people), or something in between, such as an elected monarchy. What 
distinguishes these ideologies from one another is that each offers a fundamentally 
different view of human nature. For example, defenders of autocracy, or of extensive 
government powers, tend to view humans as being inherently violent and in need of 
state control. On the other hand, defenders of democracy, or of limited government 
powers, tend to view humans as being inherently reasonable and capable of 
controlling their own destinies. 


How Politics Works provides an overview of the main political ideologies and 
examines the range of institutions that governments use to implement their 
policies. Just as there are different kinds of authoritarian regimes, there are 
different kinds of democracies, all of which are analyzed in this book. Chapters 1 
to 5 look at political theory, how governments are organized, and some of the 
problems governments face—such as how they should interact with each other 
internationally and how they should manage resources at home. Chapter 6 offers 
an overview of the main governments of the world today and has a look at what 
makes each of them unique. 


The need 
for politics 


Humans are social animals and have evolved with the natural tendency to live in 
social units. In order to operate successfully, these units—or societies—have had 
to develop ways to organize and regulate themselves for the benefit and security 
of their members. As a result, various forms of government have emerged. The 
process of establishing these distinct systems and deciding how they should 
operate is the business of politics. 


Rulers and citizens 


Throughout history, the government of society 
was determined by a ruler, or ruling class, and 
ordinary citizens had no say in the matter. 


Then, during the Enlightenment of the 17th — ue 
and 18th centuries (see p.17), philosophers = h hilosopher 
began to consider the relationship between English p ae rab 
government and those being governed and by without 


to suggest ways in which citizens could be 


F : ; ; ity, society 
involved in selecting their rulers. authority, 


would fall into anarchy. 
He argued that people 
should submit to a 
sovereign ruler with 
absolute power. 
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Since prehistoric times, humans have 
banded together. Early family groups 
of nomadic hunter-gatherers merged 
into clans and tribes. Later, the 
adoption of agricultural practices 


necessitated permanent settlements. 
These grew in size and sophistication 
from encampments and villages to 
towns and cities and extended their 
influence into surrounding territories, 
either to ally with or conquer other 


John Locke 
(1632-1704) 
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cities. The world’s great ancient 
civilizations emerged from these 
so-called city-states, as they 
increased their power to become 
kingdoms or even empires, and 
the precursors of modern states. 
As these societies evolved, they 
developed varying forms of political 
organization, coming up with 
different notions of how to rule 
and govern the populace. 


English philosopher 
John Locke believed 
society should transfer 
some of its rights to the 
government in order 

to ensure the people's 
right to their life, liberty, 
health, and possessions. 


of justice... 
principle 
political 
society. 


Aristotle, Greek Philosopher, Politics, 
Book | (4th century sce) 


Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau (1712-78) 
Swiss-born Philosopher 
Rousseau argued that 
all the existing forms of 
government were based 
On inequality. He said 
that the power to make 
laws should be in the 
hands of the People. 


The ruler is sovereign 


In his book Leviathan, a key work of political philosophy written in 
1651, Thomas Hobbes presented his argument that a powerful ruler 
is necessary in order to control conflict in civil society. 


Anarchy and unrest Without regulation of some sort, agreement—or “social contract,” as 
Thomas Hobbes wrote Leviathan Hobbes reasoned, it would be it later became known. In forming 
during the English Civil War every person for themselves in a such a contract, society itself is 
(1642-51), an event that strongly fight for survival. This scenario, made into a sovereign authority, 
influenced his political philosophy. the philosopher believed, would to which the individuals surrender 
His experience of the conflict left result in a constant state of their own authority. 

him with a pessimistic view of chaos, just as in the Civil War. In order to prevent society from 
human existence: life for most Hobbes believed that political descending into anarchy, Hobbes 
people, he said, was “solitary, authority existed in order to avoid argued that this sovereign authority 
poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” such disorder. In returm for citizens must be strongly enforced—and 

He believed the war arose from sacrificing some of their liberties, the job of enforcement is granted 
disagreements in the philosophical _ their rulers would protect them to the sovereign ruler. The ruler 
foundations of political knowledge. from attacks by others. is given absolute power, taking 

He devised his own reformed control of all civilian, military, 
theory of how people might be A greater good and judicial matters. In return, it 
best governed in order to bring Hobbes explained the concessions is the sovereign's duty to ensure 

an end to divisiveness and also made by each individual in favor the protection and well-being 

to end the conditions of war. of society as a whole as a form of of the population. 


Conflicts of interest 
= ; In any social group, there will inevitably be conflicts of interest 
Hobbes was a materialist, meaning | and disputes over resources and ownership. The function of 
he believed that everything in the civil society is to prevent and resolve these conflicts, and to 
universe is physical. He therefore do so requires some form of government. 


denied the existence of immaterial 

substances. As an extension of his 

materialism, Hobbes argued that ce =. \ 

the universe and everything in it & 

behaves in a mechanistic way, q 

according to scientific laws, and le \ by ; 

as a result, he rejected the idea BQN : 

that humans have free will. He e 

also believed that people are, by 

nature, motivated by self-interest 

in order to satisfy their physical “Kk 

needs. Hobbes was the first of f ' ’ THE STATE OF NATURE 

the philosophers to promote Without the constraints of civil 

the idea of the social contract society, Hobbes argued, peoples’ ey 

(see opposite). natural state or “state of nature” te 

: would be one of constant conflict : 

for supremacy and survival. 
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THE SOCIAL CONTRACT 


The social contract is a theory that 
argues for the authority of the state 
over the individual. The phrase was 
coined by Jean-Jacques Rousseau in 

1762; however, Hobbes proposed the 
idea more than a century earlier. 
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THE SOVEREIGN 


According to Hobbes, people 

are only able to live in peace and 
prosperity if there is “a common 
power to keep them all in awe.” This, 
he proposed, should be a sovereign 
ruler who is given absolute power 
and under whose leadership the 
people are united. 


Sovereignty 
by consent 


An influential supporter of the core Enlightenment values of liberty, 
equality, and rational thought, John Locke advocated for a society based 
on a social contract that protects the “natural rights” of its members. 


The people's rights to defend their life, health, liberty, society required the people to grant 
John Locke held a more favorable and possessions. He further a government authority to rule over 
opinion of human nature than recognized that this could lead to them. This would ensure that the 
Thomas Hobbes, believing that conflicts of interest but proposed government in tum protects, rather 
people are essentially cooperative, an alternative way toresolve these. than restricts, its people’s rights 
altruistic, and, above all, rational. Whereas Hobbes had advocated and freedoms. Locke believed 
Locke acknowledged that people for a strong sovereign authority to that the core function of such a 
would also want to protect their prevent conflict, Locke favored. government is to secure justice by 
own interests and explained that a more benign form of rulership. acting as an arbiter in any disputes 


each individual has a “natural right” He argued that a successful civil and to respect the natural rights of 


Government 
by consent 


Both Hobbes and Locke 
identified that the formation 
of a civil society is dependent 
ona form of social contract, in 
which the people agree to give e 
power to the government in 
return for their security. Locke, 
however, stressed the element 
of consent necessary in such 
an agreement. The people, he 
argued, willingly submit to the 
rule of a government that 

will protect their rights and 
administer justice in disputes 
over conflicts of interest. 


Muda <1 Ay 
ional and coo, | * ion 

Locke's vision of civil society was on 

based on the idea that people are 


naturally social animals who far 
are capable of reasoning. Humans wy k= 
understand the advantages of 


b ad lon a behaving cooperatively in social . 
: groups without coercion rather od 
‘ than as selfish individuals. 


Sovereignty by consent 
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each citizen. He argued that if any secure their natural rights. This 

government failed to do this, the interpretation of the social contract, 

people could overthrow it, replacing as well as Locke's concept of an 

it with one that serves their interests. individual's Tights, influenced liberal During the 17th and 18th centuries, 
thinkers in 18th-century Europe. It an intellectual movement known 


Enduring influence had an impact in the US too: Locke's as the Enlightenment took hold of 
In Locke's opinion, as people are theory of rights is the source of European society. Scientists and 
both rational and cooperative, they _ the right to “Life, Liberty and the philosophers emphasized the 
would consent tothe government _ pursuit of Happiness,” as cited in importance of rational thought 
: a : and science over faith and religion, 
exerting authority over them to the US Declaration of Independence. challenging the authority of both 
the Church and the monarchy. The 
— ‘ Enlightenment forced people to 
| € end of law is no D al . reexamine the way that society was 
j organized and governed and 
é ‘estrair } ¢) prese rve al prompted a political movement 
centered on the ideals of liberty, 
en large freedo m. equality, and the rights of citizens 
that culminated in the American 
John Locke, Second Treatise of Civil Government (1690) and French Revolutions. 


I s 
on 
The social contract ia ign 
Although each individual = 
has natural rights, these Supporting state ms 
can only be protected by e tae i a ey 
society as a whole, with the %e social contract, members 
people's agreement. As members of civil society grant a 
of civil society, citizens effectively ay government the authority 
enter into a social contract with to exercise power on their 
the government, surrendering behalf for the benefit 


some autonomy and granting eo) of society as a whole. 
wy] 


Py The agreement may be 


authority to the government. mee 
formalized in a nation’s 
constitution, detailing the 
KX X ft) | ow powers and responsibilities 
i of the government and 
rd the rights of its citizens. 
& on T 


The people 
are sovereign 


Jean-Jacques Rousseau criticized the concept of civil society, claiming 
it corrupts humanity's innate goodness and restricts freedom. Instead, 
he advocated for a society governed by the “general will” of the people. 


Society corrupts all, there are no conflicts of interest. freedom, fostering conflict and 
Rousseau coined the term “the As he explained, "the fruits of the a corruption of people's natural 
social contract” when he useditas earth belong to all, but the earth goodness. Conflicts of interest 
the title of his influential political itself belongs to nobody.” were then inevitable between 
treatise, published in 1762. But his What spoils this ideal situation, those who had and those who 
vision of how this would work in according to Rousseau, is when a had not. 


an ideal society was fundamentally person claims a territory as their 
different from the concept formerly © own, denying others access to its Power to the people 
envisaged by Hobbes or even Locke. resources. In the past, civil society Rousseau's solution was a radically 


Rousseau argued that in a state had protected the rights of the different form of society and the 
of nature, humans are essentially individual, especially the right to social contract: instead of people 
good as well as free: because private property. In doing so, it granting a government authority, 


natural resources are available to created inequality and restricted as Locke had proposed, society 


The “general will” 


rN 
In Rousseau’s ideal society, the focus is on the collective : 
interest of the citizens, as opposed to the rights of the 

individual. Government should 

be a collective process, with 

people engaging directly in (ll) 
democracy (see pp.30-31) 
rather than through 
representatives. 


Pr ee ea 


should instead be governed by 

the people themselves. Rousseau 

argued that decisions should be Just as Locke's theory of rights inspired | of freedom and equality, and of 
made by consensus, expressing the ideals of the American Revolution | overthrowing the corrupt old order, 
the “general will” of the people. (1775-83), Rousseau provided similar | that fired up the revolutionaries. 
This would ensure that a inspiration in France. The French Their rallying cry of “Liberté, égalité, 


government preserves the interests Revolution (1789-99) shared the same | fraternité,” later adopted as a motto 
aspirations for the rights of citizens of the French Republic, was a direct 
as the newly established American paraphrase of the ideas set out in 
Republic, but it was Rousseau’s ideas | Rousseau’s The Social Contract. 


of society as a whole—rather than 
just protecting individual rights— 
therefore restoring the natural 
freedom of the people. 


mi a | 
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’‘@| Who should 
+ rule? 


Different models for ruling over a population have evolved over time, along with 
ideas about how best to serve the interests of those being governed. Old models 
of leadership by a single ruler, who most likely inherited power, supported by 

a privileged caste, have largely been replaced by systems that are increasingly 
democratic. In the modern world, most countries favor governments that are 
elected by the people to represent the views and aspirations of the people. 


Types of leader 


Government leaders reflect 
the different political systems 
of the societies they represent 
as well as that society's values 


and priorities. The selection 5 : D 
process for leaders varies & 4 
between societies: leaders may 
be given power out of respect, A® 
some are born to power, some x 
seize power, and others are 
appointed or elected. Tribal Military 
| Smaller tribal societies | | Military leaders may 
are structured like | | attain power because | 
traditional families. of their skill in battle or 
Tribal leaders are the their seniority in rank. 
head of the family, In the past, they may 
providing security and have seized power 
protection. They are through conquest; 
often chosen for their these days, it is more 
seniority, wisdom, and likely to be as a result 


experience. of a coup detat. 
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power 


Humans are by nature inclined to 
get want to be led. Even in democracies 
z in which people are “equal,” leaders 
inte rests still emerge. Some are no more 

than figureheads, but often a single 
person is selected to take final 
responsibility for the actions of the 
accou ntable? government. Only a few political 
systems, such as anarchism, do not 
ri d regard leaders as a necessity, 


Tony Benn, British politician, in his last speech at the House of Commons (2001) 


Ba | ae 
Religious 
| Historically, many In strictly religious | | In the modern era, | 
nations have been societies, the laws the ancient idea of 
ruled by monarchs— and government are democratic rule has 
kings, queens, thought to be divinely come to dominate. 
emperors, sultans, determined and are Leaders can be 
emirs—who were controlled by priests directly elected by the 
believed to have or officials of the main people or by elected 
inherited a divine right religion. Leaders are representatives. It is 
to rule, which they chosen for their moral rule by the people 
passed to their heirs. authority and rather than by an 


religious knowledge. individual. 


Wise leaders 


Throughout history, some muilers have inherited their power or seized it 
by force, while others have been chosen for their leadership qualities, 
especially the traditional values of wisdom and experience. 


A ruling class 

It may seem obvious that one of 
the qualities of a good ruler is 
wisdom, but it was the Athenian 
philosopher Plato (5th century scr) 
who identified the specific kind of 
wisdom he believed necessary in a 
leader. In his book Republic, Plato 
described what he considered to be 
an ideal society and how it should 
best be governed. 

Plato saw society as consisting of 
three classes of people: the ordinary 
working people, the armed forces, 
and the educated elite. He had 
experienced rule by “ordinary 
people” in the form of Athenian 
democracy, under which his friend 


Although he inherited rather 
than earned the position, Marcus 
Aurelius (121-180 cE) became one 
of the most successful and well 
liked of the Roman emperors. 
Apparently confirming Plato's 
advocacy of philosopher kings, 
Marcus Aurelius was not only an 
outstanding political and military 
leader who maintained peace and 
prosperity throughout his reign but 
also a respected philosopher. His 
Meditations, written while he was 
emperor, constitutes a lengthy 
discourse on self-improvement, 
personal virtue, and ethics. The 
work remains an inspiration to 
philosophers and political 

leaders today. 


and mentor Socrates was accused 
of corrupting the city's youth with 
his ideas and sentenced to death. 
From this, Plato concluded that it 
was the educated and wise who 
were best suited to rule because 
they would be guided by reason 
tather than self-interest. 


Philosopher kings 

In Plato's ideal society, people are 
able to live the “good life”: they are 
safe, happy, and behave in a moral 
way. It is the responsibility of rulers 
to create a society in which citizens 
can enjoy this “good life." However, 
said Plato, it is only philosophers 
who truly understand the meaning 


The ship of state 


In Plato's Republic, the character 
Socrates likens society to a ship 
whose owner (the citizens) has 

little knowledge of seafaring. To 
manage the vessel, he relies on 
acrew of sailors (the politicians), 

who boast of their seafaring abilities 
but nevertheless need the services 
of a navigator (a philosopher) to 
determine a safe and efficient course. 


of ideals such as “good” and “right,” 
and, as such, they are the only 
people capable of leading society. 
He therefore advocated for a 
society ruled by a small, elite class 
of “philosopher kings.” This could 
be brought about either by putting 
philosophers into positions of 
power or by educating rulers in the 


The navigator 
Representing the 
philosopher king, 
the navigator is the 
only one with the 

knowledge and 
understanding of the 
stars and sea necessary 
to set the ship's course. 
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f-. Wise leaders 


1 Prose Briers 
are aie ‘itie 
Fa never have rest From 


discipline of philosophy. Although 
Plato's idea seems at odds with their evi ils. 
both traditional ideas of monarchy Plato, Republic (c.375 ce) 


and modem notions of democracy, 
it still has influence today; in 

many countries, there has emerged 
a class of political leaders who have 


The ship owner 
Standing for the 
citizens, the ship owner 


studied political philosophy before : is nominally in charge but 
embarking upon their careers. wa reliant on the navigator and the 
crew to reach his destination. 
The crew 
Often arguing among 


themselves, the crew 
(the politicians) can 
manage the ship but are 
lost without the guidance 
of the navigator. 


Moral leadership 


Early political philosophers believed that the main role of politics 
was to create a society of moral citizens. The leader of such a society 
should therefore be a model of ethical behavior. 


The virtuous ruler Other political philosophies maintained that wisdom 
A major purpose of civil society is to protectits citizens _in itself is not enough. A good leader should nile in 
and allow them to live safe and happy lives. This is the best interests of the people and should also be 
achieved by the mule of law, based on accepted moral seen to be just and inspire the people’s respect. In 
principles of what is right and wrong and good and short, to establish a virtuous society, a ruler must be 
bad behavior. In his Republic, Plato argued that society seen to be virtuous. Even today, leaders are expected 
should be overseen by wise philosopher kings who to live according to the moral standards of society 
have the necessary knowledge to guide citizens on and may lose the respect of the people if they fall 
the true course to a happy existence (see pp.22—23). short of these. 
1 ie | ‘ 
wou , s 4 

Leading by example —_ Ly - 
Kong Fuzi (Confucius) advocated for Bunt ‘4 
the concepts of ren and li. Ren is the f wg 
understanding of how to behave in 
all situations, based on an individual's r 
place in the hierarchy. Li means “ritual” ; 
and refers to the veneration of ancestors. ww 
To help spread the example set by the \ \ 
virtuous ruler, Kong Fuzi also advocated 
for ceremonies that emphasized these = 
moral codes. Here, the ruler’s virtues \ 
are likened to the seeds on a grass stalk, 1. The virtues of the ruler 
which the wind disperses in the field; S The ruler’s virtues need to 
there they take root and give rise to » be conspicuously displayed 
more stalks and seeds, all similarly . at all times to provide a 
virtuous, like the ruler. Positive role model for 

= their subjects to follow. 

men of 


worth, 
equaling them. 


Confucius, The Analects (5th century BCE) 
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The “superior person" 

Ideas about the importance of morality in the 
structure of society also developed in ancient China. 
The philosopher Kong Fuzi (551—479xcr), known in the 
West as Confucius, argued that a leader should above 
all set an example of correct behavior for the people 

to follow. He proposed a hierarchical organization of 
society, with each member recognizing their place and 
showing respect for those in a higher position and 
consideration for those below. According to Kong Fuzi, 
in this way, the correct behavior of the ruler helps 
establish a society of virtuous people, as each citizen 
aspires to become a morally “superior person.” 


2. The virtues are dispersed \ 

The virtues displayed by the 

ruler are emulated by those they 

come into contact with. They 

are passed on and spread 

through the population. ‘ 


3. The virtues of the people ~~. ' 
The people imitate the leader's 
behavior and cultivate those S 
virtues in themselves. In the 
process, they provide an 

example for each other. = 


Moral leadership 


Kong Fuzi outlined five essential relationship pairings 
that serve as shorthand for all human relationships. 


Sovereign-subject Rulers should be 
benevolent and considerate to subjects, 
who should be loyal and respectful in return. 


Father-son Parents should be loving and 
protective; their children should be obedient 
and polite in return. 


Husband-wife Husbands should be good 
and fair; their wives should be dutiful and 
understanding in return. 


Elder brother-younger brother Elder 
siblings should be gentle and caring; 
younger siblings should look up to them, 


Friend-friend Elder friends should be kind 
and considerate; younger friends should be 
deferential to their elder friends in return. 


The art of ruling 


While the early political philosophers emphasized the need for wisdom 
and virtue in a ruler, the Renaissance thinker Niccolé Machiavelli 
argued that the art of ruling demands more practical qualities. 


Political realism 

In The Prince (1532), a political treatise in the form 
of a handbook for rulers, Italian diplomat Machiavelli 
(1469-1527) completely shifted the focus of political 
thinking. Rather than identifying the attributes that 
a ruler needs in order to foster the people’s moral 
well-being or considering how society should be led 
in an ideal world, Machiavelli put morality aside. 
Instead, he offered a more realistic description of 
ruling in the world as it actually is and focused on 
the practical aspects of governing. 

Due to his advocacy for somewhat unscrupulous 
methods, “Machiavellian” became a byword for 
political deviousness, but the move from morality to 
pragmatism in political theory was hugely influential, 
inspiring the more acceptable notion of realpolitik 
(practical politics). Machiavelli proposed that the 
outcomes of a ruler’s actions—for the people, the state, 
and the leader themselves—are of utmost importance. 


At the core of Machiavelli's revolutionary approach 

to the art of ruling was the idea that there is a 
difference between personal and political morality. 
The responsibilities of a ruler are different from those 
of people in everyday life: for the good of the state and 
its people, it is often necessary for a ruler to act ina 
way that would be considered unethical in other 


The end justifies the means 


Machiavelli was one of the first philosophers to 
argue that the morality of an action 
should be judged by its outcome 
rather than its principles, 
especially in matters to do 


Decisive 


7 ie : Machiavelli advised 
ith political | hip. 
ba pee neler ni that a ruler should be 
aruler, the end justifies either a true friend or 
the means. a downright enemy” to 
gain respect. It is better 


to be decisive and take 
one side than be 
neutral. 
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The art of ruling 


circumstances. According to Machiavelli, what matters 
is the outcome—the bigger picture. This necessitates a 
particular set of political skills, very different from the 
wisdom and morality advocated for previously. 

To govern effectively, a ruler has to be prepared to 
break with conventional morality—using manipulation, 
bribery, deception, and even violence to retain power 
and supremacy and to earn the respect of the people. 
Asked whether it is better for a ruler to inspire love 
or fear in their subjects, Machiavelli answered that 
ideally they should do both, but if there has to be a 
choice, it is safer to be feared than to be loved. 


Forceful 


According to 
Machiavelli, a ruler 
should have the ferocity 
of a lion and be prepared 
to use force and violence 
when necessary to 
protect themself and 
their people. 


Niccold Machiavelli, The Prince (1532) 


The term realpolitik was coined by the German writer 
Ludwig von Rochau (1810-73). Something of a firebrand, 
he was jailed as a student for his part in an uprising in 
Frankfurt in 1833. He escaped and lived in exile in France 


and Italy, working as a travel writer before returning to 
Germany, where he became a political journalist. In 
1853, von Rochau wrote his seminal treatise Principles 
of Realpolitik. He later served as a member of the first 
Reichstag—German parliament—where he represented 
the National Liberal Party. 


i prince | 2 
to know how to do 
make use of it or not 
necessity.” 


Machiavelli wrote that 
even devious behavior, 
such as lying, cheating, and 
breaking promises, is 
justifiable for a ruler if it 
is to achieve noble ends. 
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Choosing leaders 


As well as identifying the character and skills required of a good 
leader, people also need a method of ensuring that these leaders 


are chosen to rule. 


Passing down power 

In early societies, leaders emerged 
naturally from the people. In many 
cases, these leaders established 

a tradition of nominating their 
successoI, typically from the next 
generation of their own family. 

As communities evolved into city- 
states and nations, the practice 

of handing down the right to rule 
was often maintained. Monarchs of 
nations were seen as the heads of 
ruling families, and their right to 
Tule was accepted. As power was 
passed down from generation to 
generation, dynasties became 
established: children were born 

to rule, and some rulers even 
believed themselves to have 

been divinely appointed. 


From the 18th century onward, 
the majority of monarchies were 
overthrown and replaced with 
governments whose right to rule 
was established by military force 
or via the choice of the citizens, 
using a system of voting. 

Other than a handful of absolute 
monarchs (see pp.70—71), the few 
remaining kings and queens now 
have only limited powers, which 
ate granted to them by the elected 
government in what is known as a 
constitutional monarchy. 

However, in many cases, the 
notion of a ruling class has not 
completely disappeared. Aristocrats, 
generals, and other powerful people 
often claim entitlement to power, 
not through birth but because of 


right of voting... 


primary right 


protected. 


Thomas Paine, political writer, Dissertation on First Principles of Government (1795) 


In democracies, leaders can be voted out of office by the electorate, but there 
are other ways to bring about a change of rule. 


> Revolution by citizens, often 
involving violent protest, has been 
used to world-changing effect, 
especially against tyrannical rulers. 

> Coups are a threat in nations where 
the government falls out of favor 
with the leaders of its armed forces. 


> Regime change by an external 
power is uncommon, but it may 
sometimes happen that one state 
removes another state’s leader by 
instigating a revolution, coup, or 
military invasion. 


educational, financial, or other 
advantageous influences. Even in 
democracies, elected leaders are 
often drawn from a professional 
political class. In the late 20th 
century, democracies including the 
United States and Singapore had 
father and son leaders. 


Born to rule? 


Historically, the most common 

kind of leadership has been a 
hereditary monarchy, whether the 
title of the ruler was king, queen, 
emperor, or sultan. In the modern 
era, however, the idea of rule as a 
birthright has been largely replaced 
by rule by elected leadership. 
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Aristocracy 
The relatives of monarchs have 
often been given titles and some | 
limited local power. Similar i 
honors have also sometimes 

been bestowed on people who } 
have been of use tothe monarch. 
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Electorate 
In democracies, the people have a say in who should 
be their leader: citizens are entitled to vote in an 
election to decide who will represent their interests. 


Line of succession 
A monarch's position has 
almost always been hereditary, 
. with power passing from one 
Q P & generation to the next. The line 
Of succession has usually been 
from father to eldest son. 


Elected representatives 

In a democracy, the president 

or prime minister and their 
government are elected not simply 
to rule but to represent the views 
and wishes of the people. 


Hereditary power 
In many societies, the monarch 
was believed to have been chosen 
by God, with a divine right to 
rule—what the ancient Chinese 
called the “mandate of heaven.” 


Jean-Jacques Rousseau's notion of government by “the will of 
the people” has been realized in the many democratic countries 


that exist today. 


Asay in government 

The idea that citizens should have a say in how 

their society is governed is an old one, and a form 

of democracy—or rule by the people—was established 
in the city-state of Athens in ancient Greece. But 
traditional ideas about rule by an all-powerful 
monarch persisted, and it is only since the 18th and 
19th centuries that citizens have truly begun to have 

a political voice. 

The extending of power from an elite to the people 
has been a gradual process. In many early democracies, 
only a particular class was given the right to vote, such 
as property-owning men—women got the vote much 
later (see pp.130—31)—but today, democracy generally 
involves the participation of all adult citizens. 


Elected officials 

With nations numbering often tens of millions of 
citizens, it is clearly impractical for every single 
person to participate directly in the decision- 
making process—proposing, debating, and 
voting on legislation, a system known as direct 


Types of democracy 


The original democracy was a form 

of direct democracy, in which eligible 
citizens voted on each issue before a 
decision was made. However, as the size 
of the electorates grew and the decisions 
to be made grew more complex, this 
proved impracticable, and instead a form 
of representative democracy evolved. 
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OPTION B 


3. Choosing new 
legislation 


The votes of the citizens 
are counted, and the 
decision of the majority 
determines which 
proposals are adopted. 


NT 


2. No intermediaries 

The citizens vote on specific 
proposals for laws rather 
than voting for a person XY 


or a party to make those az 


decisions on their behalf. 
In this way, citizens have 
a direct say in legislation. 


ate 


1. The role of the citizens @ Ww oO 
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The first-ever democracies were established in ancient 
Greece. Historians believe that several city-states in the 
region adopted democratic constitutions, but the best 
known of these is Athens. After the tyrant Hippias was 


overthrown in 510 BcE, Cleisthenes, his successor as 
REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY leader of Athens, introduced reforms, including a form 


of direct democracy. This was limited to only a select 
section of the male citizens, but nevertheless, it gave 
them a say in the government of the city-state. Eligible 
citizens met on a hill above the city to debate and vote. 


democracy. And so, almost invariably nations have 
adopted some form of representative democracy. 
Under this system, citizens vote to elect a person, 


or persons, to act on their behalf and represent 
OPTION A 


their interests. 
4. Choosing new In a representative democracy, candidates put 
legislation themselves forward for election and campaign 
The votes of the elected on a range of issues and policies, often aligning 
representatives are counted, themselves with a political party or a particular 
and the decision of the A ideology. Citizens generally vote for the candidate 
majority determines which ‘“.. who best represents their own views. Increasingly, 
proposals are adopted. these elected representatives are members of a 
class of professional politicians. 
3. Representatives 
vote 
When a new law is proposed, Less than h alf Tr tne 
Ww the elected representatives Ww , ; 
debate the issue and vote. } , rid Ss popul: ta ‘ 
2. Representatives Ss IN fully 
selected . ° 
The number of votes in democratic nation. 
favor determines which Economist Intelligence Unit (2020) 
candidates are elected to act 


on behalf of the citizens. 
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Political 
ideologies 


All political parties, groups, and movements are underpinned by an ideology, 

or set of commonly held ideas, beliefs, and principles. These ideas outline how a 
party believes society should be organized and how power should be distributed 
within a country or state. A party’s ideology will be reflected in its core social, 
political, and cultural values and how it views such matters as the role of 
govemment, the economy, social welfare, and civil liberties. 


Two axes 


A political “spectrum” plots ideologies 
ona horizontal axis, with communism 
on the far left and fascism on the far 
right. However, an ideology can be 
economically left-wing but socially 
conservative. A political “compass,” 
which adds a vertical axis from 
authoritarian to libertarian, therefore 
allows a subtler positioning. 


 neeotoKnow 


> Authoritarian political 
standpoints favor strict, rigid 
adherence to one authority at the 
expense of personal freedom. 

> Libertarian political standpoints 
favor complete freedom of choice 
and individual rights. 
Libertarianism lies in absolute 
opposition to authoritarianism. 

> “Left” and “right” originate from 
the French Revolution (1789-99) 
when revolutionaries sat to the 
left of the National Assembly and 
monarchists sat to the right. 
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Political ideologies can be difficult to define precisely. Even those within the same ° 


grouping vary. As a general rule, opposing ideologies have opposing views. Both : 
left- and right-wing ideologies have some core values. most In hu man ' 


Right 
Ideologies, such as Ideologies, such as , 
communism and socialism, conservatism, adhere we 
favor equal rights, social to private enterprise, 


justice, public ownership, 9 competition, individual with out an 
and provision of welfare freedom, social order, and ° u 
funded via taxation. minimal state interference. ideology. 


Joe Slovo, South African politician 


Liberalis 
Sitting close to 


he liber 


LIBERTARIAN 


Liberalism 


Encompassing a broad range of political and philosophical ideas, 3 " 
liberalism is based on principles of equality and liberty. Humans ce 
have basic rights that must be protected, provided they do no harm. 

Rights and freedoms advocated for democratically elected govemments 
Liberalism is a political movement deeply rooted in whose role was to protect the rights of the individual. 
ideas of social justice, social refonm, and civil and Mill believed that government had a social role in 
human rights. Socially and politically, supporters health, education, and mitigating 

of liberalism are committed to freedom of speech, poverty. This type of social liberalism “ 

democracy, tolerance, and equality before the law. was influential, particularly in _™ 

As a movement, liberalism is reformist rather : Lae 

than revolutionary and is often regarded as LLL! | a YH LL | | 
progressive, with a proven record of backing [| SRSA RPS ae 


social causes, such as the rights of women, 
disabled people, and LGBTQ+ individuals. 

Liberalism emerged in the 17th and 18th 
centuries as a challenge to the long-held 
belief in hereditary privilege and the “divine 
tight” of kings. English philosopher John 
Locke laid its foundations when he argued 
that humans have natural rights that are 
universal and inalienable (see pp.16-17)— 
these principles were later incorporated into 
the constitutions of the US and France. A 
later English philosopher, Jeremy Bentham 
(1748-1832), who was the founder of 
utilitarianism (see box), contributed to Personal freedom 
liberalism by arguing that decisions should According to Mill, an individual should be allowed to play 
be made on the principle of achieving the music whenever they like, and as loudly as they want to. 
gteatest happiness for the greatest number. They are free to act as they please. 

One of the most significant liberal thinkers 
of the time was John Stuart Mill (1806-73). 
An English philosopher and economist, he 


The harm principle 


John Stuart Mill believed that each individual 
should be free to live life as they please, 
provided they do no harm to others. This is 
known as Mill's “harm principle.” In his essay On 
Liberty (1859), Mill said that the only justification 
for an authority to limit an individual's actions 
would be to prevent harm to others. On this 4 Harmtoothers ; 
basis, for instance, a government would be However, one person's actions, such as playing music too 
justified in imposing noise restrictions. loudly, may impinge on or cause harm to someone else, 
who has the right to enjoy peace and quiet. 
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Britain, where liberal politician William Beveridge allow the laws of supply and demand to find their own 
(1879-1963) published his 1942 report laying the basis level. Later, liberal economists, notably John Maynard 
for the welfare state, which was implemented in 1948. Keynes (1883-1946), argued that governments should 


intervene in times of economic hardship. 


Economic liberalism Liberalism has influenced government 
Economically, liberalism favors a capitalist free *s policies in many Western democracies. 
market, free trade and competition, and the private = Recently, some countries have witnessed the 
ownership of industries and property. This approach ¢ tise of neoliberalism (see pp.40—41), which 


was developed by Scottish economist Adam Smith supports extreme free-market economies, 


(1723-90), whose influential 1776 work The Wealth of 
Nations argued for a free-market economy that would 
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and libertarianism (see pp.42—43), which 
argues for unrestrained personal liberties. 


If someone's actions cause harm, that person’s freedom 
should be limited, and society has a duty to do this. For 
instance, local authorities may impose noise regulations. 


Restrictions allow both people to li 
one person can only play music at ce: 
this means the other person's life i 


Utilitarianism is a theory of morality that 
promotes actions that cause happiness and 
opposes actions that cause harm. Jeremy 
Bentham believed that happiness could be 
measured with a “Hedonic Calculus’ (an 
algorithm for calculating pleasure). He 
argued that the right course of action is one 
that leads to the happiness of the greatest 
number of people: the concept of the 
"greatest good.” John Stuart Mill supported 
this principle but was concerned about its 
political implications. He worried that it 
could allow a tyrannical majority rule that 
dismissed the happiness of minority groups. 
Instead, he advocated for laws that gave all 
people the freedom to pursue happiness. 


Restrictions to protect 


The liberty of the 
individual 
limited; 


a nuisance 
to other people. 


John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859) 
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Conservatism 


Conservatives believe in the importance of traditional social and 
political structures and strive to preserve them. Their key values 
are law and order, gradual change, and belief in a governing class. 


Gradual change 

Modem conservatism emerged 

in the 18th century, partly as a 
reaction to the upheavals of the 
French Revolution, which began 

in 1789. The following year, Irish 
statesman Edmund Burke (1729— 
97) published a highly influential 
political pamphlet titled Reflections 
on the Revolution in France. In this, 
he deplored the rapid destruction 
of social structures in France and 
the revolutionaries’ attempts to 
replace the wisdom accumulated 
by previous generations with 
abstract ideas of “liberty, fraternity 
and equality.” Burke recognized 
that social change might be needed, 
but he rejected revolution. Instead, 
he argued that change should 


| am a Conservative 


to preserve property 


Benjamin Disraeli, former British prime minister, taken 


from a speech at High Wycombe, UK (1832) 


Conservative values 


evolve gradually. Burke's theories 
remain central to the political 
ideology of modem conservatism. 


professionals and financiers. 
Conservatism favors capitalism 
and promotes private industry, 
enterprise, free trade, and the 


Structured society 

For conservatives, society is 
naturally hierarchical, and the rule 
of law is vital to ensure order and 
stability. Governments tend to be 
interventionist, looking after the 
good of the nation. Conservatives 
support the idea of a ruling 

elite, made up of the most 
experienced and best 

equipped to lead. Once, 

this would have been a 
privileged hereditary 

class; today, it is more 

likely to comprise 

well-educated 
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Traditional family structure 


Conservatives value traditional family 
structures. They are seen as stable 
and sharing common values that 


Underpinning conservatism is a belief in a hierarchical 

social order rather than equality. In such a society, the 

rule of law is vital to preserve order and prevent anarchy. 
Conservatives believe in maintaining traditional values that 
have evolved over time. If change is necessary, it should be 
implemented gradually. 


contribute to social order. 
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creation of wealth, which it believes 
will “trickle down” to the less well 
off. Conservative governments play 
a limited role in trade, industry, and, 
increasingly, in welfare provision. 


Socially and culturally, conservatism 
promotes the value of traditional 
institutions and processes. 


Worldwide conservatism 
In practice, conservatism can vary 
from liberal to more authoritarian 


to be economically conservative but 
may be socially liberal, recognizing, 
for example, same-sex civil 
partnerships. In the US, however, 
modem conservatism is closely 
linked to the right-wing Republican. 
Party, which believes in small 
government and traditional values. 
In India, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) represents conservative 


politics, promoting cultural 
nationalism and a conservative 
social and economic policy. In 
the 21st century, Russia has 
also pursued conservative 
policies in social, cultural, 
and political matters. 


FOR SALE 
a | | 
Private property 
A core conservative belief is the right to 
! own property. Conservatism supports 


i laws that protect inherited wealth 
and properties. 


y 


Hierarchical society 


most conservatives would r 


Patriotism y 
Not all conservatives are nationalistic; i) 
however, conservatism encourages y | 
a love of country and the idea aa 


Paternalistic government % ofshared national values. <@ @ 
—~ 4 
Paternalistic conservatism ~ F a 
oo ! 


emphasizes state intervention = 
to cultivate a good life for all - 
of its citizens. 


__|Neoliberalism 


The ideology of neoliberalism stands for meritocracy, 
minimal government, low taxation, privatization, 
deregulation, and free-market economics. 


Free markets However, neoliberalism is a War IL. One of the first proponents 
The roots of neoliberalism lie 20th-century philosophy that of neoliberalism was Austrian 

in the ideas of the 18th-century was developed in opposition to economist Friedrich Hayek (1899-— 
philosopher Adam Smith, who the policies of state intervention 1992), who argued that free 
argued that free markets are the pursued in Europe and the US Inarkets respond directly to 

best means of ensuring wealth is during the Great Depression and individual needs and so deliver 
distributed fairly in society. the period that followed World benefits to society much more 


Rolling back the state The minimal state 


Neoliberals argue that the state should play only a minimal In neoliberalist systems, individuals should be 
role in managing a nation’s affairs. This is in sharp contrast free to pursue their own goals and so should 

to the post-World War II view that the state should pay be free from state interference. The state's role 
for a range of public services, including education, should therefore be limited to ensuring that the 
transportation, and healthcare. They also claim that market is operating freely. 

economies stagnate when governments spend too much 
money on public utilities and services, which instead 
should be run as businesses by private companies. 


The privatization of public services 
According to neoliberalist theory, social services, 
such as healthcare and education, and public 
utilities, such as transportation, prisons, and postal 
services, should be privatized in order to save 
public money and increase economic efficiency. 
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> Deregulation is the reduction of governmental control, 
such as removing laws, often in particular industries. 

> Privatization is the transfer of a business or service 
from public to private ownership and control. 

> Meritocracies are political systems in which people are 
awarded success or power on the basis of ability. 

> Free markets are economic systems based on supply 
and demand with little or no government intervention. 


efficiently than the state. 

Another neoliberal thinker was 

US economist Milton Friedman 
(1912-2006), who argued that a 
key role of government is to control 
the money supply. 


The neoliberal world 
Neoliberals claim that individuals 
should be responsible for 
themselves and that the role 

of government is to oversee 


The deregulation of business 


Neoliberals argue that all restrictions on trade 
and business should be removed. This will allow 
the economy to grow and create more jobs, 

which in turn will enable more people to spend 
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Neoliberalism 


economic growth rather than 
spend money on public services. 
In the 1980s, British prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher and 
President Ronald Reagan put this 
philosophy into practice, 
fomenting a period of social 
unrest. They privatized public 
services, deregulated businesses 
and banks, reduced taxes, and 
also cut government spending 
on essential social services. 


Neoliberalism has since been 
adopted by many countries around 
the world and now influences the 
policies of global institutions, such 
as the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank (see 
pp.164-65). However, its critics 
argue that although it has made 
bankers, financiers, and global 
corporations extremely rich, it 

has also resulted in widespread 
income inequality. 


money and further stimulate the economy. 


According to neoliberal theory, anyone 
can achieve their goals and be wealthy 
by working hard. In practice, however, 
neoliberalism has actually increased 
income inequality: that is, the rich have 
got richer, and the poor have got poorer. 


Libertarianism 


Individualism and freedom of choice lie at the heart of libertarianism, 
a political philosophy that unites both the extreme left and the extreme 
right in opposing state interference. 


Individual liberty 
Libertarianism has its origins 

in the ideas of classical liberal 
thinkers, such as John Locke and 
John Stuart Mill (see pp.36-37). 
However, it also has left- and 
right-wing traditions, which have 
appeared more recently. 

The left-wing tradition has its 
roots in the writings of the 19th- 
century anarchists (see pp.44—45) 
and libertarian socialists. One 
of the earliest uses of the term 


£ CASE STUDY 


The Free State Project 


In 2001, Jason Sorens, then a 
student at Yale Univesity, founded 
a libertarian movement known 

as the Free State Project. He 
encouraged American libertarians 
to move to the state of New 
Hampshire, believing that 20,000 
“movers” would be sufficient to 
begin the process of changing the 
political culture of the state. The 
ultimate goal of the project is for 
libertarians to take over the New 
Hampshire government and 

to start running it according to 
libertarian principles. To date, 
over 5,000 libertarians have 
migrated to the state. 
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“libertarian” was in 1895, when 
French anarchist Sébastien Faure 
(1858-1942) started publishing 
his journal Le Libertaire (The 
Libertarian). A more recent left- 
wing libertarian was the American 
environmentalist Murray Bookchin 
(1921-2006). His ideas shaped both 
the anti-globalization movement 
and the Occupy movement, which 
began in the US in October 2011 
before spreading worldwide. 
Coining the slogan “We are the 


Individualism 
and liberty 


Libertarians share a mistrust 
of government, but many 
disagree on the question 
of how individual liberties 
should be protected. 
Left-wing libertarians 
claim that capitalism 
creates inherently 

unequal societies, 

whereas right-wing 
libertarians argue that only 
capitalism frees people to 
live in the way they wish. 


Left-wing libertarians want to be 
free of capitalism, which they 
argue infringes personal liberty 


99%,” the Occupy movement 
attacked crony corporatism and 
corrupt financiers and highlighted 
the glaring inequalities between 
the very rich (the 1 percent) and the 
test of society (the 99 percent). 


Right-wing libertarlanism 
In recent years, a 
Tight-wing version 

of libertarianism 

has also become 
influential, particularly 
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Capitalism 


by generating inequality. 


in the US. Right-wing libertarians 
are anti-egalitarian and support 
capitalism, free-market enterprise, 


and the rights of private ownership. 


Influenced by the American 
philosopher Robert Nozick (1938- 
2002), many right-wing libertarians 
argue that taxation is theft and 
that whatever a person produces, 
owns, or inherits 


The state 
Both left- and right-wing 


individuals from harm. 


libertarians believe that the state 
should only serve to protect 
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and theirs alone. An example of 
right-wing libertarianism was 

the Tea Party movement, which 
appeared in the US in 2009. 
Conservative voters congregated 
at mass gatherings known as “tea 
parties,” at which they demanded 
that President Obama’s healthcare 
law be scrapped and the national 
debt reduced by cutting back 

on social spending. 


“Libertarians are 
self-governors 
in both personal 
nd economic 
matters.” 


Advocates for Self-Government, libertarian 
organization (1995) 


Taxation 
Right-wing libertarians want 
to be free of taxation, which 
they argue is a form of theft 
practiced by the state. 


__| Anarchism 


The origins of the word anarchism lie in the ancient Greek term anarkhia, 
meaning “without rulers.” In practice, it means the rejection of political 
authority. Anarchists believe the people themselves should make the rules. 


Rule from the bottom up people free to organize themselves in self-governing 
Anarchists value personal liberty above all and groups, free from any form of political, economic, or 
stand against any form of authority that threatens social hierarchies. Anarchism is often associated with 

an individual's freedom. They view the state as the far-left axis of the political spectrum, but it can also 
oppressive and believe it rules by coercion. To them, appeal to those on the right. Anarcho-capitalism N 
even democratically elected rulers are illegitimate. combines libertarian (see pp.42—43) elements of 
Anarchists favor the abolition of the state, leaving anarchism with support for free-market capitalism. 


Forms of anarchism 


Anarchist ideas vary broadly between being Ending the state 

focused on individuals or cooperative groups and At the heart of anarchism 
between left versus right. On the left, mutualism is the abolition of the state. 
and anarcho-syndicalism would replace the state Anarchists believe the 

with increasingly left-wing policies. On the right, state is inherently corrupt 
anarcho-capitalists oppose the state but not free because it will always act in 


markets, property, or the rule of law. the interest of a ruling elite. 


A person believes in retreating from civil 

society and living according to their own 
conscience, unconstrained by the 

_ authority of others. 
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Theory and practice 

Anarchism is built on the ideas of Enlightenment 
philosophers, such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau (see 
pp.12—-13), who believed that people are good and 
that the state deprives them of their natural freedoms. 
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (1809-65), French philosopher 
and first self-declared anarchist, said that “property is 
theft.” Russian revolutionary Peter Kropotkin (1842— 
1921) fused communism and anarchism to form 
anarcho-communism. He argued for the abolition of 
private property in favor of common ownership and 
for replacing the state with direct democracy. 


capporstioti h ) 
forced nartlelpation?” 


Alexander Berkman, American anarchist, 
ABC of Anarchism (1929) 


People voluntarily join together to 
self-govern on a voluntary, cooperative 
basis with no hierarchies and no 
government dictating the rules. 
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There are small-scale examples where anarchism 
has been put into practice. In Spain before the Civil 
War (1936-1939), anarchists set up self-governing 
communities, but the experiment was cut short when 
the country fell to fascist rule. The communal-living 
kibbutz movement in Israel was inspired by anarchist 
ideas of self-management, and Christiana, a commune 
of close to 1,000 people in Copenhagen, has operated 
outside Danish authority since 1971. 

Anarchist principles can also be seen in modern 
anti-globalization and environmental movements, 
such as the direct-action group Extinction Rebellion. 


Anarchism is often confused with 
anarchy. Anarchy is the complete 
absence of rule, which has become 
synonymous with chaos, violent 
disorder, and lawlessness. The 
utopian ideal of anarchism would 
be an ordered society based on 
self-discipline, self-reflection, 
and self-imposed rules. However, 
in practice, the implementation 
of anarchism could risk a power 
vacuum and lead to anarchy. 


Anarcho-syndicalism 

This early-20th-century movement aimed 
to overthrow capitalism and organize the 
cooperative management of production 
based on workers’ rights and power. 


Sitting on the far right of the political spectrum, fascism is an 
extreme nationalist authoritarian ideology that prioritizes the 
power and unity of the state over the freedoms of individuals. 


Restoring glory in Spain and nuled it as a fascist state, quashing 
Fascism dates back to the rise of nationalism in the all opposition. In neighboring Portugal, Anténio 
late 19th century. The ideology gained momentum de Oliveira Salazar (1889-1970) ruled as a dictator 


after World War I (1914-18), fueled by the political chaos from 1932 to 1968, with his policies incorporating 


that followed the conflict. Italy was the first country many fascist principles. 


to become a fascist state. In 1919, Benito Mussolini Fascism took a different form in Germany. 
(1883-1945) formed the Italian Fascist Party. Declaring Known as National Socialism or Nazism, it was 
that he would revive the glory of the Roman Empire,he advocated by Adolf Hitler, who gained support 
seized power in 1922, later ruling as a dictator. Working by exploiting the humiliation Germany felt 


closely with Italian businesses, Mussolini set out to after World War I. Nazism was deeply racist 

restructure Italy's economy and expand its influence. and anti-Semitic. Promoting the concept of a 
Fascism spread throughout Europe in the years “pure” Aryan race, the Nazis committed 

that followed. In 1939, after a civil war, nationalist genocide against the Jews and slaughtered 


General Francisco Franco (1892-1975) seized power many minority groups. 


State control 


Fascism is nationalistic: the strength of 

the nation state takes precedence over the 

rights and freedoms of the individual. In Italy, 
] the state restricted the press, only allowing 


nothing against media that expressed a aithfuness to 


the state.” 


Benito Mussolini, Italian dictator (c.1920s) 


“All within the 
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Today, no regime refers to itself 

as fascist. However, the term 
neofascist is often used to describe 
political parties or movements— 


such as the National Rally in France 
or Golden Dawn in Greece—whose 
ideologies resemble those of 
20th-century fascist movements. 
In the US, white supremacist groups 
are countered by the “antifa,” or 
anti-fascist, movement. 


Regimented society 
Strength in unity is a core fascist 
principle. A fascist state is rigidly 
structured and hierarchical. The 

state controls all activity, 
including the economy. 
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Supremacy XN 
of the nation state 
Within a fascist society, the state 
or nation is supreme. Nationalism 
and state control are fundamental. 


» 


Strong leader 

A feature of fascism has been 
leadership by a strong, charismatic 
man who is presented as the only 
person capable of restoring 
the nation. 


Rhetoric 

Pageantry, 
spectacular rallies, 
and stirring speeches 
are used to 

impress citizens. 


Militia 
Masculinity and 
militarism are 
common themes 
within fascism. 
Fascist leaders 
utilize uniformed 
militia to create 
fear and impose 
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Fascism is anti-liberal and 
anti-egalitarian. It makes 


| considerable use of force 
to quash opposition; 
censorship is common, and 
' W free speech is forbidden. 
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~_|Nationalism 


The goal of nationalism is to unite the people of a country 
under a single national identity in order to encourage 
support for the country and to promote its interests. 


Shared identity Since the late 18th century, the Italian states into a single state 
Nationalism is an ideology based nationalism has been a powerful in 1861. Likewise, it underpinned 
on the idea that the nation and driving force for change. It swept the unification of Germany in 1871, 
the state are one and that a nation away France's monarchy during when several German princedoms 
should not only be self-governing the French Revolution, which formed a nation-state. 

but also free from the influence began in 1789, and became the Nationalism has also inspired 

of other nations. It differs from rallying cry of the Risorgimento, numerous liberation movements 
patriotism, which is a love of the movement that unified that have fought to free 


one’s country, regardless of the i 
language, culture, or ethnic identity 


of its people. 


Nationalists argue that the ' 
people of a country should 
celebrate their common identity 
as members of that country and 
so stand united against their @ | 
enemies. However, in doing so, Soft borders 
they may also encourage citizens Interaction 
to feel a sense of superiority over between nations 
other nations and peoples. is encouraged, 
and borders 
between them : 
What is a nation? are either open 
or regulated. : 


Anation is a community of 

people who live within a defined 
geographical area. Typically, the 
community shares a common 
language, culture, and ethnic heritage, 
but it may also be home to people 
from other cultures who share the 
nation’s values. In liberal countries, 
the national identity 
transcends the 
ethnic differences 
of citizens. In less 
liberal countries, 
ethnicity may be 

a defining feature 
of the nation. 


LIBERAL NATIONALISM 
Liberal nationalists celebrate the sense of shared : 
identity that people feel on belonging to the 
same nation, regardless of their ethnicity. 


_ Depending on government attitudes, people } 
perceived as not sharing a nation’s values may \ 


_ be deported or refused entry. 
5 a. 
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countries from imperial control. 
In India, for example, it drove an 
independence movement that 
ended British colonial rule over the 
country in 1947. In Africa, similar 
movements inspired many states 
to claim independence from other 
colonial powers, such as France 
and Germany (see pp.60-—61). 

However, there is a darker form 
of nationalism, which encourages 
racism against minority ethnic 
groups within a nation 
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and xenophobia against people 
from other countries, such as 
refugees and asylum seekers. 


Rise of extremism 
Extreme nationalism appears to be 
on the rise in the 21st century, with 
the emergence of far-right white 
supremacy movements in the US 
and Hindu nationalism in India. 
Such movements threaten to 
undermine the liberal ideals of 
nationalism (see below). 
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Hard borders 
Interaction 
between nations 
is minimized, 
and borders 
between them 
are often 
militarized. 
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ETHNO-NATIONALISM 
Ethno-nationalists define nationalism 


in terms of the “dominant” ethnicity. They 


often see other ethnicities as inferior. 


Reinforcement 

The identity of citizens. 

is constantly reinforced 
by the nation’s culture. 


Nationalism 
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Nationalism 
power hunger 


self-deception. 


George Orwell, British writer, 
Notes on Nationalism (1945) 


Many states contain regions 

that are populated by peoples 
who have their own ethnic and 
cultural identities and so wish 

to build their own states. One such 
people are the Kurds, between 
25 and 35 million of whom live in 
the mountains bordering Turkey, 
Syria, Iraq, Iran, and Armenia. 
The Kurds have been fighting to 
gain independence from these 
countries since 1920 but remain 
the largest stateless ethnic group 
in the world. 
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Marginalization 
People who do not 
embrace the nation’s 
culture can be seen as 
sympathizers for other 
cultures and so are 
often marginalized or 
treated as enemies. 


Populism effectively pits ordinary people against existing politicians, 
governments, or institutions, which are portrayed as elitist and corrupt. A 
charismatic leader typically presents themselves as the people’s champion. 


A divisive ideology measures; and former Venezuelan § as demonstrated when Trump 
Some political scientists describe president Hugo Chavez. On the refused to accept the result of 
populism as a "thin ideology”, right, examples include former the 2020 presidential election. 


because it rarely has or advocates president Donald Trump, Hungary's Populist politicians gain support 
for an economic or social program. prime minister Victor Orban, and by tapping into people's feelings 


Instead, it depends on being Nigel Farage, former leader of the of exclusion. A populist leader, 
provocative and divisive. Populism United Kingdom Independence who may not be a conventional 
is underpinned by the idea that Party (UKIP), who claimed thatthe _ politician, rallies support by 
society is split into two, often European Union (EU) was stirring up prejudice and blaming 
antagonistic, camps: “the people” undemocratic and a threat to others for social injustice. This 
and “the elite.” British sovereignty. blame may be directed at the 
Populism has manifested in sitting government, intellectuals, 
both left- and right-wing politics. Populist themes or the media, any of whom are 
Examples of left-wing populism Lack of democracy is a common presented as overriding people's 
include the Occupy movement, theme in populist discourse Tights and freedoms. Populism, 
which highlighted economic and is frequently used to attack particularly on the right, can be 
and social hardship, coining perceived elites. Populist politicians aligned with nationalism, enabling 
the slogan “We are the 99%”; the are elected through the democratic blame to be directed toward 
Podemos party in Spain, which process but may subsequently immigrants or minority ethnic 


challenged the country’s austerity show little respect for democracy, groups within a country. 


The people vs. the elite 4 
According to populism, society is divided into two The People 
opposing groups: the “people” and the “elite.” The people The people are 
are considered to be pure, exemplary citizens, while the Presented as moral! 
elite are portrayed as undemocratic, corrupt, and Superior. However Y 
uninterested in the needs of the people. rather than reflectin 
the whole of socie! , 
they are often from a 
4 Particular social class 


Or religious group. 
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In recent years, populist politicians have gained 
support in many countries. They have done so in 
response to various crises that have shaken the 
world, such as the financial crisis of 2007-08 and the 
displacement of millions of people due to wars in the 


Middle East. At such times, people are prone to seek 

easy answers to complicated problems and so are 

more easily swayed by politicians who prey on their 

anxieties about immigration and unemployment. 

Such crises also increase people's disillusionment ‘eae 


with traditional politicians and political processes. a 3 ‘as 
i 
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| The elite 
Members of the elite 
The charismatic are presented as corrupt 
leader and self-interested. p 
Claiming to represent the They may be bankers, 
iy — will of the people, populist Scientists, the media, 
2 leaders are skilled at intellectuals, ora sitting 
whipping up a crowd. They government. 
are not necessarily aligned 
with a political party and 
are sometimes described 


as “demagogues.” 


ey Socialism 


Socialism is a range of political and economic theories that aim to end the 
exploitation of workers, ensuring that each person can enjoy the wealth 
created by their labor but only receive a share equal to their contribution. 


Social justice that socialism was the first step is transferred from private hands 
Socialism developed in the early toward communism (see pp.54—-55). to public or state ownership. Ina 
19th century in response to the Socialists argue that the means of socialist country, each individual 
growth of capitalism during production must be regulated to receives profits that reflect the size 


the Industrial Revolution. German protect workers from exploitation. of their contribution. The state, as 
philosopher Karl Marx (1818-83) Some socialists believe this is only opposed to private enterprise, is 
defined its principles, claiming possible if the means of production often responsible for funding social 


Challenging capitalism 


Socialism sits on the left of the political spectrum. Fundamentally, 
it challenges the capitalist system, advocating for public ownership 


and cooperation over competition, private ownership, and private @ 
profits. Socialists strive for collective responsibility rather than the o) 
liberal emphasis on individual rights and freedoms. @ 
Society is cooperative 
Individuals work together and 
© make decisions democratically. In 
Common ownership the early and mid-1800s, “utopian” 
The means of production— socialists experimented with 
including tools, machinery, XY self-sufficient communities. 
and factories—are 


collectively owned in many 
socialist societies, either by 
the state or by the workers 
in the form of cooperatives. 


necessities, such as the provision of 
healthcare, education, housing, and 
energy, through a tax system. 
Socialism has been profoundly 
influential, but its tenets have been 
open to interpretation. Revolutionary 
socialists argue for a seizure of 
power by the working class. Others 
believe that socialist policies can be 
achieved via elected governments 
that best reflect workers’ interests. 


POLITICAL THEORY 


Socialism 52 / 53 )) 


J neeotoKxnow 


> Means of production are 
the raw materials, tools, factories, 
and infrastructure needed to 
produce goods. 

> Capitalism is a political system 
in which a country’s trade and 
industry are controlled by private 
owners, rather than the state. 


Harry S. Truman, former US president, 
New York speech (1952) 


Their abilities 
Each worker contributes to 
production and to the wealth . 
& of the state, according to their ray nas 
~) abilities and skills, 4 
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Distribution 
The state compensates individuals according 
to their contribution. Socialists have 
historically supported communal ownership 
of resources and central planning to achieve 
an equitable distribution. 


Communism 


Communism is a political, social, and economic ideology that 
promotes the idea of a classless society, one in which private 
ownership does not exist and the state has withered away. 


The Communist Manifesto 
First described by the German philosophers Karl 
Marx (1818-83) and Friedrich Engels (1820-95) in 
The Communist Manifesto (1848), communism shares 
its anti-capitalist roots with socialism (see pp.52—53). 
However, Marx considered socialism to be only an 
intermediate stage on the path to communism. 
Unlike socialists, communists envisage a society 
without social class, in which each person works for 
the good of everyone else, and all private property has 
been abolished. In a perfect communist system, the 
state's political and social institutions are rendered 
obsolete as society becomes capable of governing 
itself, without the coercive enforcement of the law. 
Engels described this process as the state “withering 
away." Marx believed that the only way to bring 
about communism was though revolution and that 
the workers of all countries had to unite and free 
themselves from capitalist oppression to create 
a world min by and for the working class. 


Nobles 

In the ancient and 
classical worlds, 
members of the ruling 
class were of noble 
birth. They owned the 
land and its workers 
and controlled laws. 


Slaves 
Workers in the ancient 
and classical worlds were 
often enslaved people. 
Their lives, bodies, 
labor, and the goods 
they produced were 
owned by the nobility. 


Communism and revolution 

Marx was writing during revolutionary times— 
there was a wave of political upheavals throughout 
Europe in 1848—but his political ideas only started 
to influence society in the 20th century. 

In 1917, Russian Marxist Vladimir Lich Ulyanov 
(1870-1924), better known as Lenin, led Russian 
industrial workers into a revolution to overthrow the 
czar (supreme ruler), establishing the world’s first 
socialist state. Unlike Marx, Lenin believed in the 
importance of a “vanguard of revolutionaries"—a party 
of working-class socialists known as the Bolsheviks 
(from the Russian bolshinstvo, meaning “majority"), 
who would mobilize the proletariat into bringing down 
the ruling classes. 

However, after the revolution, rather than introducing 
common ownership and creating a truly communist 
nation, the Bolsheviks took ownership of the machinery 
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Lords Serfs 
Under the feudal system Aclass of 
t workers, or 
of sla Europe, serfs, farmed the land. 
Boke tural land was the They were not slaves but 
ain source of wealth. It had to work for the lords 
Hs owned by lords, who in exchange for a small 
inherited or were given amount of the produce 
the land by the monarch. they created. 
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5 
of state. From 1924, under Lenin's successor, Joseph 
Stalin (1878-1953), the Soviet Union became a one- 
party dictatorship until its collapse in 1991. 
In 1949, Mao Zedong (1893-1976) led a communist Q 
revolution in China. Other countries also adopted ey) 8 
communist systems, and by 1980, around 1.5 billion =~ a 
people out of a global population of 4.4 billion were ea 
living in a country ruled by a communist political party. 
| Fr 
Class struggle Communism 
For Marx, all history was the history of struggle and Eventually, socialism would be so 
conflict between social classes. He adapted the ideas successful that classes would disappear 
of German philosopher Georg Hegel (1770-1831), who altogether, the state would wither away, 
stated that the only way to understand things is to see and communism would be achieved, 
them as part of a march of historical progress that will 
ultimately lead to human freedom. For Marx, this state 4 
of “human freedom” was communism. 
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Socialism . 
i ions between the 
Proletariat Marx believed that tensions 
‘i F isi letariat would cause 
Bourgeoisie The new working bourgeoisie and pro ‘glee é 
: 7 e means 
Capitalism created class, or proletariat, the proletariat to rise up, seize 


a new owning class 
that Marx called the 
bourgeoisie. They 
owned the means of 


production and took 


all the profits. 


labored in the mills 
and factories owned 
the bourgeoisie in 
or conditions for 
minimal wages. 


production, and create a socialist society. 


bourgeoisie... 


its own grave-diggers. 


Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto (1848) 


~_|Social democracy 


Social democracy is a socialist ideology that is based on the 
belief that capitalism can be reformed, or humanized, to ensure 
comprehensive welfare provision for everybody. 


Socialism and capitalism meet 
The roots of social democracy lie in the ideas of 
German political theorist Eduard Bermstein (1850- 


1932), an associate of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. 


He suggested a new political system based on his 
interpretation of Marxism (see pp.52—55). His idea 
for social democracy incorporates similar values to 
socialism in that it aims to provide welfare for the 
disadvantaged, end inequality, and ultimately 
eradicate poverty. However, unlike socialism, social 
democracy does not seek to overthrow capitalism but 
rather to reform it and eliminate its worst injustices. 
Social democracy favors a mixed economy that 
includes state-owned enterprises, particularly those 
providing public goods and services, such as health, 
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Innovation 


The Nordic model encourages 
innovation as a driver for economic 
growth. There is extensive investment 
into research and development, 
particularly in green technology. 


Trade unions 

Trade unions, employers, and the 
government work in partnership to 
set working conditions. Trade union 
membership is high—more than 

90 percent in Iceland, for example. 


education, and housing, alongside privately or partly 
state-owned businesses. Shareholders and workers 
manage these private businesses, which are closely 
regulated by the government. Social democracy sees 
taxation as a means of wealth distribution, the money 
raised being used to fund welfare and public services. 


The Nordic model 


The Nordic model describes the particular social 
democratic approach of the Nordic countries Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden to economic, social, 
and cultural policies. The model combines free-market 
capitalism with extensive social welfare provision, 

funded by high taxation rates. 


Workforce participation 
Workers participate in planning and 
decision making with employers. The 
two groups also meet in consultations 
with the government, which mediates 
on any points of conflict. 
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Social democratic parties of various kinds have been 
formed in most European countries. In the 1990s, 
social democratic ideas underpinned a political 
movement known as the “Third Way,” which aimed to 
fuse liberal economics with social democratic welfare 
policies. It was a strand of politics favoured by US 
president Bill Clinton, in office from 1993 to 2001. 
Today, social democracy is most often associated 
with the Nordic countries, where implementation of 
the “Nordic model” has resulted in high standards 

of living for the majority of citizens. 


worldhappiness.report, “The Nordic Exceptionalism” (2020) 


While social democracy includes elements of capitalism 
but combines them with a comprehensive welfare state, 
democratic socialism aims to transform the economy 
from a capitalist model to full socialism, in which the 


means of production is publicly owned. Democratic 
socialist parties include the Spanish left-wing populist 
party Podemos and the Greek left-wing party Syriza. In 
the US, former presidential candidate Bernie Sanders 
describes himself as a democratic socialist. 


Len A air countries 
) were Nordic nations. 


High taxes Trust in government Welfare state 

Rates of taxation are among the Compared with other countries, A comprehensive welfare state is a 
highest in the world. Taxes are used populations in the Nordic countries fundamental aspect of the Nordic 
to fund social benefits, such as free have a higher degree of trust in their model. Big investment is put into 
education and health care as well leaders. One reason could be the so-called human capital, such as 
as guaranteed pensions. collective nature of the Nordic model. education, health, and childcare. 


~_| Multiculturalism 


The history of humanity is one of migration. As a policy, 
multiculturalism seeks the integration of native and nonnative 
cultures within a state’s sovereign borders. 


| 


The “melting pot” blend into society, creating a and for not doing enough 
The idea of multiculturalism is uniform, homogenous culture. to help immigrants 

far from new. Since ancient times, However, this approach has been integrate into their host 
there have been examples of cities Criticized for valuing the host country’s culture. Critics 
and countries that have become culture over immigrant cultures even claim that the 


home to different, ethnic, cultural, 
or religious groups. However, in 
recent decades, so many millions 

of people have immigrated to new Different approaches 

countries (for economic reasons or In general, nations have followed one of two policies 

to flee war, repression, or famine) toward their ethnic minorities. The first is the melting pot 
that the ways in which countries approach, which encourages assimilation. The second is 


accept immigrants has come under the multicultural, or salad bowl, approach, which 


new scrutiny, embraces cultural diversity. 


Until the mid-20th century, new 
arrivals to countries such as the 
US and the UK were expected 
to integrate into the dominant 
culture of their host country. 

This approach has been described 
as the “melting pot” because it 


anticipates that different cultures 
will eventually assimilate and 


Multiculturalism arose out of a concern for the rights 
of people who were displaced from their countries 
during World War II. Since then, it has become 
associated with the idea of identity politics, which 
considers whether particular social groups, such as 
women, disabled people, and ethnic minorities, are 
disadvantaged by virtue of their identity alone (see 
pp.146-47). This approach ensures that the people 
within these groups influence the political agenda 
and that their specific rights are recognized. Critics 
argue that identity politics focuses too much on 
individual experience and that rights are universal, 
irrespective of an individual's identity. 


Melting pot 
This approach focuses on assimilating 
immigrants into the host country’s 
“dominant” culture to create a homogenous 
society. It assumes that immigrants 
are always willing to abandon 
their traditional cultures. 
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melting pot approach is racist—in 
other words, that it is inherently 
hostile toward people of different 


“Multiculturalism is about the 
proper terms of relationship 


ethnic backgrounds. es ae A 
| between different communities. 
An alternative to the melting Bhikhu Parekh, British political theorist, Rethinking Multicutturalism (2002) 
pot approach is the multicultural, 
or “salad bowl,” approach, which codified in a 1988 Multiculturalism Indigenous peoples (see 
values diversity and seeks to Act that states all citizens have the pp.196-97). Multiculturalism 
support different cultures within a freedom to preserve, enhance, and ‘was Imade an official national 
population. A multicultural society share their cultural heritage. At the policy by Australia in 1973 and 
is one that enables people to retain same time, however, Canada has subsequently adopted by most 
their ethnic and cultural identity been criticized for marginalizing its European Union member-states. 
within the wider national culture. 

In 1971, Canada became the first 
country to adopt multiculturalism 


as an official policy. This was 


Salad bowl 


This approach recognizes the diversity 
of immigrant populations. The host 
government passes laws that prevent 
discrimination against minority 
groups, who can preserve their 
cultural traditions. 


Populace 
The term “populace” refers to the people 
or population of a country. Due to the 
immigration of people over centuries, most 
of the world’s countries include different 
ethnicities within their populations. 


Pan-Africanism 


Pan-Africanism is a global ideology and movement that seeks to create a 
sense of solidarity and collaboration between all people of African descent, 
both within the African continent and among the worldwide African diaspora. 


First stirrings 

Also sometimes known as Black nationalism, Pan- 
Africanism advocates self-determination for those of 
Black African descent. Its roots lie in the struggles 
of African people against European colonialism and 
the slave trade (see pp.138—39). 

Martin Delany (1812-1885), the son of an enslaved 
man, initiated the “Back to Africa” movement in the 
US. He argued that Black people would not prosper 
alongside white people and urged African Americans 
to form their own nation in West Africa. Jamaican 
political activist Marcus Garvey (1887-1940) supported 
the idea and called for unity between Africans on the 
African continent and in the diaspora. 


A political movement 

During the 20th century, Pan-Africanism emerged as 

a distinct political movement. In 1900, Trinidadian 
lawyer Henry Sylvester Williams (1867-1911) convened 
the first Pan-African Congress. It condemned racism 
and the theft of African lands and supported 
independence from colonial rule. In the late 1950s, the 
leader of newly independent Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah, 
became a figurehead for African liberation. In 1961, 


Ghana played a significant role in the development 

of Pan-Africanism. Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972) led the 
country to independence from Britain in 1957, becoming 
its first prime minister and president. In 1958, he hosted 
the first All-African Peoples’ Conference in the Ghanaian 


capital, Accra. At the conference, representatives from 28 
African nations called for unity in the liberation struggle 
and agreed that violence would be necessary in some 
cases. Nkrumah funded African liberation struggles 

and supported the American civil rights movement. 
Within Ghana, he also expanded education as a means 
of empowerment and to promote Pan-African ideology. 


French West Indian psychiatrist Frantz Fanon (1925-61) 
published The Wretched of the Earth, which examined 
the traumatic effects of colonialism and argued for 
African nations creating a “Third Way” of government 
Tather than copying the West's democracy. 

In 1963, Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia delivered 
a landmark speech to the United Nations in which he 
said that until the idea that one race is superior and 
another inferior is abandoned, world peace will always 
be an illusion. The same year, 32 nations came together 
to form the Organization of African Unity (OAU), with 
the aims of encouraging political and economic 
integration and eradicating all traces of colonialism on 
the African continent. Around this time, Black 
liberation movements, such as the Black Panthers in 
the US, formed across the diaspora. 

Pan-Africanism remains a powerful political force, 
aimed at unity and overcoming the legacy of European 
colonization. In a time of globalization, Pan-Africanism 
advocates seeking African solutions to African issues. 


stand 
and speak as free beings... 


peace. 


Emperor Haile Selassie, address to the United Nations (1963) 


The pillars of Pan-Africanism 


Pan-Africanism is a global political, cultural, and even 
religious movement-—the religion of Rastafarianism 
focuses attention on the African diaspora and calls for 
its resettlement in the promised land of “Zion,” or Africa. 
Pan-Africanism has also promoted Black pride, history, 
and cultural achievements, counteracting the prevailing 
Eurocentric view of history and politics. 
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The African diaspora is formed 


af Unity of the diaspora 


of the worldwide communities Unified continent 
A = descended from Indigenous CEA 
Africans and living outside Africa, Modern Pan-Africanism 
many of whom are the descendants of people seeks to unify all African 
from countries in West and Central Africa who nations on the continent. 
were enslaved and transported to the Americas. ___ Some scholars suggest 
that this desire for unity is based on 
> the idea of ubuntu, a southern African 
4 humanist belief that a person's humanity 
is only fully realized through their 
7 connection with others. Advocates of 
; q Pan-Africanism argue that African nations 


, need to work together in order to achieve 
Fs ‘ self-reliance. 


Cultural 


movements 
The movement has 
often been expressed MIG cLIT tpg, 
culturally as the 
sharing of African values through \ ashen Through its congresses and 
writing, the arts, and music, The conferences, Pan-Africanism 


Harlem Renaissance, a celebration of 
African American culture that swept 
across New York in the 1920s, is an 
example of this. 


raised global awareness of 
racism and colonialism and provided a powerful 
stimulus for liberation movements across Africa. 
Starting with Ghana in 1957, 50 African states had 
achieved independence by 1993. 


Feminism 


Feminism is both an ideology and a movement. Its core aims include 
social, political, and economic equality of the sexes and an end to 
sexism and the oppression of women in all areas of society. 


A wide-ranging ideology 

Feminism challenges societies’ views of sex and gender 
roles. The movement comprises many strands, which 
reflect the different perspectives on the causes of 
female oppression and how to overcome it. As a result, 
there are equal rights feminists, socialist feminists, 
Black feminists, radical feminists, intersectional 
feminists, and LGBTQ+ feminists amongst others. 

Women have called for equal rights for centuries, but 
it was in the late 18th and early 19th centuries that their 
demands gained momentum. Notably, French activist 
Olympe de Gouges (1748-1793) and English writer Mary 
Wollstonecraft (1759-1797) argued that women 
deserved to be treated as equal citizens and needed 
to be freed from domestic tyranny (see pp.130—31). 

In the mid-20th century, French writer Simone de 
Beauvoir (1908-1986) separated biological sex from 
gender, which she argued is a patriarchal idea that 
frames men as the norm and women as the “Other.” 
She rejected “femininity” as a social construct that 


af 


Feminism has achieved much for women and girls in 
many countries: the right to vote and own property, 
equal pay, entry into all areas of employment, and, 
perhaps most significantly, the recognition of sex and 
gender as political issues. However, despite more than 
200 years of campaigning, glaring inequalities between 
women and men still exist. Some feminists blame the 
patriarchy—social structures and practices that facilitate 
male dominance—for this imbalance (see pp.142-43). 
Worldwide, men earn 23 percent more than women, 
according to recent figures from the United Nations (UN). 
Women are also affected by gender bias at home: they 
do more unpaid work, such as childcare, than men. 
Violence against women remains endemic—worldwide, 
on average, 82 women every day die at the hands of 
former or current male partners, according to a 2018 
report by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 


defines women as passive. Her ideas influenced 
American writer Betty Friedan (1921-2006), who argued 
that society conditioned women to conform to the 
idealized image of a housewife. Her 1963 book The 
Feminine Mystique inspired many white middle-class 
women to seek fulfillment outside the domestic realm. 


Redefining feminism 
In the late 20th century, some feminists reexamined 
the ways in which race, gender, class, and sexuality 
related to the movement. American writer bell hooks 
(1952-2021) accused feminism of marginalizing Black 
women and called for a new inclusive movement, 
while trans activists such as Julia Serano (1967-) 
have demanded the recognition of transgender women. 
Early feminist campaigns focused on equal rights, 
particularly legal rights. Since then, feminists have 
analyzed and challenged every aspect of women’s lives, 
including traditional family roles and violence against 
women, reproductive rights, sexuality, and racism. 


Four waves of feminism 


The feminist movement has been divided into four 
_ metaphorical “waves.” Feminism is a global movement, — 


and critics of the “wave” approach argue that it focuses 
too much on white experience. It also suggests a 
linear progression, whereas feminism’s ideas, values, 
and campaigns are ‘complex and intertwined and 
have often overlapped. 
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qWEFIRST WAVE “ “I'm a feminist... It'd 
be stupid not to be 
vectume tis on my own side.” 
Par phy Suyisealael i i ac 
19th and early 20th centuries. 
Its focus was on gaining the 
legal right to vote, to own —/f 
property, and to have equal — 


to education. ‘ 


AL 


— WAVE 
we os 


TH WAVE 


[ose clean! inthe oUF 
late 1960s, second-wave \ avt 
feminism , 


patriarchy and women’s social Rebellion and race 
roles and explored sexualities In the 1990s, third-wave 
and reasons for oppression. / feminism emphasized 
| individualism and rebellion, 
epitomized by punk rock “riot 
/  grrrls.” A greater awareness 
of race led to the adoption of 
the theory of intersectionality 
(see pp.146-47). 


Environmentalism 


Environmentalism is both an ideology and a political movement 
focused on protecting and restoring the natural world and reducing 


the impact of harmful human activities. 


Threat to life 

Environmentalism spans a broad range of issues, including 
climate change, pollution and the disposal of waste, the 
impact of burning fossil fuels, deforestation, water scarcity, 
and wildlife conservation. Environmentalists search for 
sustainable alternatives to industrial processes, arguing 
that such processes have already caused serious damage 
and, if unchecked, will threaten the future of the planet. 

Concer for the environment gathered pace in the 1960s. 
Silent Spring (1962) by biologist Rachel Carson (1907-64) 
highlighted the devastating impact of DDT insecticide use 
in farming, and by the 1970s, environmentalism was a 
political issue. The 1972 UN Conference on the Human 
Environment was the first global conference to make the 
environment a key concern. “Green” political parties 
began to emerge in New Zealand, Australia, Tasmania, 
Britain, and Germany. Pollution, toxic waste, genetically 
modified food, and deforestation drove environmental 
movements and protests worldwide, including the Global 
South (the regions of Latin America, Africa, Asia, and 
Oceania), where the impact has been greatest. 

As evidence of global warming grew, environmentalists 
called for cuts to carbon emissions. The 2015 UN Paris 
Agreement committed to maintaining global temperature 
well below 2°C above preindustrial levels, and in 2021, 
the UN Climate Change Conference met in Scotland with 
the aim of reducing carbon emissions to net zero by 2030. 


Inspired by Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess (1912-2009), 
deep ecology is an environmental philosophy that takes an 
eco-centric view and states that all living things have equal 
value. According to Naess, environmentalists must “not only 


protect the planet for the sake of humans, but also, for the 
sake of the planet itself, to keep ecosystems healthy for their 
own sake.” Deep ecologists argue for noninterference in the 
natural world and oppose capitalism, advocating for an 
alternative social system based on harmony with the planet 
and sustainable environmental practices. 


Overpopulation can put pressure 
on resources, such as space, clean 
water, and fuel. However, some 
argue that overconsumption of 
resources, particularly by Western 
nations, is a greater problem. 


Waste products may go 
to landfills where they 
release methane or 
carbon dioxide—both 


the atmosphere, or 
they may end up in 
the oceans. 


Pollution occurs 
when chemicals 
are released into 
the air, water, or 
ground, where 
they can damage 
ecosystems. 


Deforestation—the 
removal of large areas of 
trees—has a damaging 
effect on ecosystems. 
Between 1990 and 2016, 
more than 502,000 sq. 
miles (1.3 million sq. km) 
of forest were destroyed. 


Burning fossil fuels, such as 
coal, oil, and gas, releases vast 
amounts of carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere, causing global 
warming. As of 2021, a 1.5°C rise 
risks severe environmental damage. 
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Loss of biodiversity 
threatens the extinction 
of over one million 
animal and plant 
species worldwide. 


Rising sea levels cause 
flooding in low-lying and 
coastal areas, destroying 

natural habitats and 
people's homes. 


Extreme weather 
events, such as wildfires 
and heatwaves, have 
been linked directly to 
global warming. 


THREATS SOLUTIONS 


POLITICAL THEORY 
Environmentalism 
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Recycling—producing new items from waste 
plastic, glass, metal, paper, and wood—reduces 
the need for new raw materials as well as 
reducing the amount of landfill and pollution. 


° 
oO Sustainable energy is a range 
of renewable sources of energy, 
such as wind, solar, and tidal 
power. They could replace 
Sy fossil fuels. 
Conserving 
Environmental s biodiversity 
requires carefully 
threats and solutions manana 
Many people today believe that preserving natural 


habitats, nurturing 
local species, and 
banning pesticides. 


humanity is facing an environmental 
crisis, including a climate emergency 
(see pp.192-93). Most people accept 
that threats to the environment have 
been caused by human activity, 
particularly over the last 200 years, 
with the emergence of fossil-fueled 
industrialization. Such threats include 


Protection of 
oceans includes 
creating marine 


pollution, deforestation, lack of clean sanctuaries, 
water, and a significant loss of biodiversity. conserving 
Solutions to these issues are not coral reefs, 
straightforward; however, individuals is = managing 
can make a difference—for example, by fishing, and 
reducing car and plane use, eating less preventing 


meat and dairy, and recycling waste water pollution. 
products. Environmentalists argue that 
governments and global corporations 
must take more responsibility by 
changing their policies. 


‘eaten tce Carbon capture is 
a process whereby 
= ial = carbon dioxide 
emissions from power 
plants are trapped, 
isolated, and stored, 
usually underground. 


Reforestation involves planting 
trees and forests on a massive scale. 
This prevents soil erosion, restores 
wildlife habitats, improves water 
purity, and helps stabilize the climate. 
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ORGANIZING 
GOVERNMENT 


From one-leader autocracies to democratic 
govemmments, political systems have evolved 


throughout history. How they have changed has 


depended largely on the identities of those in 
power and the extent to which the population 
has been involved in the political process. 


Aristotle's forms 
of government 


Several different political systems 

were tried in classical Greece, from the 
autocratic rule of tyrants to an early 
form of democracy. Having seen how 
these worked in practice, philosophers 
such as Plato and Aristotle were able 
to compare the pros and cons of the 
various systems. Aristotle noted that 
power is always either in the hands 

of a single ruler, an elite, or the people 
and that correct political systems serve 
the interests of the state, whereas those 
that only serve the ruler are corrupt. 


The ordinary people make 
decisions about how the state 
should be governed. They do 
so through representatives 
who best understand the 


_)) Political 
1 systems 


Monarchy 


Asingle ruler, such as a king or 
queen, looks after the prosperity 
of the state and the well- 


Aristocracy 

The members of 
noble families, and 
property owners, 
act as custodians of 
the land and provide 
for the people. 


Polity 


needs of society. 


being of their subjects. 
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In his classification of political systems, Aristotle made a subtle 
IN THe distinction between democracy and polity. According to his definition, 
INTE; democracy is government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
OF my, in their own interests—which may not necessarily be in the interests 
RULER. 


: of the state as a whole. In Aristotle’s view, a polity—a form of 
ms representative democracy regulated by a constitution—is a better 
{ form of government in that it protects the interests of both the state 
| | | | | | | and its citizens. He argued that, in both cases, the rule of the many 


is often wiser than the rule of the few. 


\ NaN tle! often one who has wee democracy 
afen power uncorsdeugonay MS \ \ \ \\  \iS\the worst form 
eis Santis peopie of govern ment 
| \ | | except all those | 
= gary War ~ other forms \\ Nh : 
\ epee — \ \ that have been \ 
\ People inceae | \°, tried from) S 
\ Godse yy \ elie Bo time”. 
' Weg) } _ Winston Churchill, British prime minister, \ t' 


. jnaHouse of Commons speech (1947) . 


‘Democracy 
The ordinary people 
\ govern the state. However, 
the majority of people may 
. not know what the best 
policies are for society 
\ as a whole (see box). 


\ 


z=) Monarchy 


Originally signifying rule by an individual, nowadays monarchy 
is generally taken to mean rule by a member of a royal family. 
Monarch is a hereditary title that is generally held for life. 


Family rule coronations. Their absolute power _attitudes evolved, with monarchs 
Historically, monarchy has been the could not be challenged except giving up some of their powers, 
most common and enduring type by force, either an attack by an first to the nobility in medieval 

of rule. The idea of a hereditary enemy or an uprising or revolution— times and later to parliaments. 
monarchy is an ancient one that for example, the establishment of 

evolved from the ruling families the Athenian democracy or the Modern monarchs 


of early civilizations. These royal overthrow of the monarchy in the Even today, a significant number of 
families were often considered to French Revolution. In such cases, countries have retained some form 


have a divine right to rule, an idea the monarchy was usually of hereditary monarchy. However, 
reinforced by symbols of power, abolished, and in its place a as the majority of states have 
such as a crown and throne, republic established. More gradual adopted democratic models of 
bestowed on the monarch in ritual changes also occurred as social government, the importance and 


Types of monarch 


There are several types of monarch, with varying degrees of power, 
which is granted to them in different ways. Those who rule as sovereigns, 
or absolute monarchs, are usually members of a royal family whose right 
to rule is inherited. Much rarer are monarchs who are elected rather 
than inheriting the throne. 


Absolute monarchy 
The system of a monarch as the head Where monarchies exist today, they 
of government as well as the head of may still have a role in the government 
state has been almost completely of the nation but are subordinate to the 
superseded by democracies, except parliament or national assembly. This 
in asmall number of conservative form of monarchy exists in 


countries, such as Saudi Arabia. the UK and Japan. 
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power of such monarchs have waned. 
Many nations are now republics as 
and have replaced monarchs with In medieval Europe, the duties and land gy MONARCH 
an elected president as head of ownership of the different classes 

state; others have reduced the were organized in what was known 

role of the monarch to a purely as the feudal system. At the top 

ceremonial one, in which they have | of the hierarchy, the monarch was 

little real influence in governing. the owner of all the land but gave 


: some to the nobility in return for 

Therejaro aul abandrol ef favors and taxes. They in turn & = 
absolute monarchies, in which made land available to knights . b i ie 4 
the ruler is the sovereign power who fought for them, and ry fs OPPO 
or head of government, but the this land was then made KNIGHTS 
majority of remaining monarchs available to the peasants, i 
have their power defined by the who paid for it with a0 Avali Ve al Ai A 
nation’s constitution. The idea of a a proportion of the 


food they produced. 


divine right to rule survives in only 
a few theocracies (see pp.72-73). 


“lam the State.” 


Attributed to Louis XIV, king of 
France (1655) 


Semi-constitutional monarchy Elective monarchy 
Whereas constitutional monarchs have In a few countries, the monarch is 
few affairs of state, semi-constitutional selected by an elite from a small group 
monarchs are more active heads of state, of candidates. The pope, chosen by the 
with responsibilities similar to a College of Cardinals as the ruler of the 
president. For example, the monarch of Roman Catholic Holy See, is a modern 


Jordan holds wide executive powers. example of an elective monarch. 
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Theocracy 


Religion is an important part of almost every culture, and as such, 
it inevitably has an influence on a nation's politics—sometimes to 
the extent that it dictates the way a country is governed. 


Origins of theocracy 
Although the word “theocracy” 
literally means rule by God or a god, 
in practice it is used to describe the 
government of a civil state by the 
leader (or leaders) of a particular 
religion, according to the laws 
prescribed by that religion. 

The involvement of religious 
officials in government dates back 
to the ancient world, notably in 
Egypt and Syria, Tibet, and some 
periods of Buddhist rule in Japan 
and China. The idea of theocracy 
persisted into the Middle Ages, and 
even beyond. The Catholic Church 
wielded great political power with 
the pope at the head of the Holy 
Roman Empire, and various Islamic 


It is not only theocracies that claim 
God's authority to rule; until the 
advent of secular democracies, 
many royal families were assumed 
to have the “divine right of kings.” 
As well as giving legitimacy to the 
hereditary monarchy, it was also 
often taken to mean that the 
monarch had absolute power and 
was accountable only to God. A 
similar idea existed in the dynasties 
of ancient China, whose kings and 
emperors were believed to have 
been granted the “mandate 

of heaven,” or approval by the gods 
to rule. This mandate could be 
withdrawn if the monarch failed 

in their responsibilities as a ruler. 


empires were ruled by a caliph, 
who was both the political and 
spiritual leader of Muslims around 
the world. 


Religious rule today 

There are few true theocracies in 
the modern world. They mainly 
exist in Islamic countries and 
include Iran, which has many 
religious officials in powerful 
governmental positions, led by 

a Supreme Leader who must be a 
respected scholar of Islamic law. 
Saudi Arabia is a semi-theocracy: 
although the monarch is not a 
religious official, the constitution of 
Saudi Arabia is the Koran and the 
Sunna (traditions of the Prophet 


Muhammad). The Roman Catholic 
Holy See is a notable non-Islamic 
example of a modem theocracy. 
Many countries have an official 
state religion. In some cases, the 
head of state may also be the head 
of the state religion, as is the case 
in the United Kingdom, where the 
monarch is head of the Church of 
England. This is not considered a 
theocracy because the government 
is not seen to directly derive its 
powers from a divine authority. 
Generally speaking, in the modern 
era, the trend toward liberal 
democracies has also meant a 
shift away from the involvement of 
Teligious institutions in government 
and toward more secular states. 


Divine authority 


In a theocracy, the laws and even the constitution of the state are 
thought to be dictated by God or his agents. Government should, 
therefore, be in the hands of those best suited to interpret and 

administer these divine laws—the priests and scholars who follow 


God's calling. 


Cita 


In a theocracy, followers of the dominant 
religion accept the God-given authority 
of their rulers, respecting their judgment 
in interpreting and administering the law 
and their guidance in matters of morality. 


Cita 
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| | Religious leader 
= —— The leader or leaders are generally 
ee ministers of the dominant religion 
P or scholars of the holy texts. They are 
~ Tots OOO considered God's representatives and 
oe 101010) Od are divinely guided in their actions. 
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“Religious ideas, 
supposedly 
private matters 
between man 
and god, are in 
practice always 
political ideas.” 


Christopher Hitchens, British-American 
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Most religions have a sacred text that contains 
their core beliefs, often as revealed to a prophet. 
The text is considered the word of God and, as 
such, is the infallible source of guidance for 
theocratic leaders. 


4 author, The Monarchy (1990) 
_ 
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RELIGIOUS TEXT INTERPRETED 
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Religious law Secular assembly 
Some laws are in In some theocracies, 
the holy scriptures; a secular government, 
others come from secondary to the 
interpretations of religious one, tends to 
the texts by the everyday running 


theologians. of the country. 


One-party states 


In times of political or economic crisis, a government 
may ban its opposition parties and establish an 
authoritarian one-party state. 


A single ideology 

The opposite of multi-party 
democracies (see pp.78-79), 
one-party states are generally 
regarded as repressive forms 

of government, since they are 
usually led by a dictator and 
involve the outlawing of opposition 
parties. Such regimes tend to be 
authoritarian, usually based on 
ideologies at the extremes of the 
political spectrum, such as fascism 


{see pp.46—47) or communism (see 
pp.54—55), or on fundamentalist 
interpretations of religious texts. 
The establishment of a one-party 
state is often defended in terms 
of the need for national unity, 
especially in times of economic 
crisis or when the country is facing 
an external threat. Sometimes it is 
created by gradually eroding the 
opposition, as was the case with 
the rise of the Nazi Party in 


Dangers of the one-party state 


One-party states can quickly descend into totalitarian 
regimes. To maintain control, the government becomes 
increasingly authoritarian—removing all opposition and 
controlling more and more aspects of the lives of citizens. 


STATE SECURITY 


Using the protection of citizens as a pretext, 
the state increases the power of the police 
and security forces to enforce 
restrictive measures. 


PARTY ALLEGIANCE 


Citizens are expected to show loyalty 
to the state and its leader as well 
as patriotic allegiance 
to the country. 


Germany. However, occasionally 
the opposition is swiftly silenced— 
for example, after a revolution or 
coup d'état. 


Suppressing dissent 

To maintain its hold on power, 
the ruling party has to continually 
suppress dissent. As well as 
outlawing opposition parties, 

it may introduce laws to prevent 
individuals from criticizing the 
state. It may also use state 
institutions, such as the police, 


ORGANIZING GOVERNMENT 


the armed forces, the media, and 
schools, to exercise increasing 
control over its citizens. 

If the state's ideology is imposed 
in an increasingly authoritarian 
way, affecting every aspect of 
citizens’ public and private lives, 


it becomes regarded as totalitarian. 


Totalitarianism, the most extreme 
form of one-party system, gained 
strength during the 20th century 
with the rise of Nazism, fascism, 
communism, and religious 
fundamentalism. 


essence of totalitarianism... 


functionaries 


Hannah Arendt, German-Jewish political ph 


SUPPRESSION OF OPPOSITIO! 


Opposition parties and public 
dissent are both outlawed. People 
who challenge or criticize the 
state are punished. 


men. 


ilosopher, Eichmann in Jerusalem (1963) 


One-party states 


In 1959, during the Cuban 
Revolution, the corrupt regime of 
Fulgencio Batista was overthrown 
and replaced by a communist 
government led by Fidel Castro. 
Since the 1960s, Cuba has been 

a one-party state, and no 
opposition to the ruling Communist 
Party of Cuba has been allowed. 
Although Cuba's regime is widely 
regarded as repressive, the country 
is renowned for having developed 
one of the world's most efficient 
health care systems. 
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SUPPRESSION OF FREEDOMS 


The freedoms of association, movement, 
and religious worship are all curbed, 


since each may have the potential 


to be more powerful than 
the state leader. 
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© \Dictatorship 


A dictatorship is an authoritarian regime in which a e 
single individual wields absolute power over the state ® 


and does not need the consent of the citizens. 


Gaining power 
History is full of examples of autocratic leaders 
assuming control over states. However, it is only in 
modem times that the term “dictator” has become 
unambiguously negative. In the 20th century, it 
became associated with the leaders of brutal 
totalitarian regimes (see pp.46—47), such as Nazi 
Germany, Francoist Spain, the Soviet Union, and 
Maoist China. While dictators may oversee totalitarian 
regimes, dictatorships are distinguished by being 
led by a single powerful leader or small group; 
totalitarianism is defined by the repressive control 
the state extends to all aspects of citizens’ lives. 
Although many dictators seize power in times of 
crisis, some, such as Adolf Hitler, are legitimately 
elected into office, only to then extend their powers to 
take full control of the state. However, whichever way 
they come to power, dictators invariably need the 
support of the military and intelligence services. 


Staying in power 

After a military coup, a high-ranking military officer 
usually becomes leader. When a civilian takes charge, 
they typically assume the rank of general to gain 
control of the armed forces. Some modern dictators 
may hand back power once a period of crisis is over, 
but many remain for life. Since the leader cannot be 
removed through political means, they can only be 
forced out—by public protest or military coup. 
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Silence dissent 
With the support of the police and 
the security services, dictators silence 
opposition in order to maintain 
their position of power. 


Absolute control 


In order to maintain absolute power, dictators have to 
control both the people and the state. As head of state, 
they become the sole authority for their state's legal and 
political decisions. Although dictatorships may begin as a 
declared interim measure, some leaders never step down 
again. They take control of the police, the military, and the 
intelligence services, which enables them to silence dissent, 
constrain the media, and broadcast state propaganda. 


Control public institutions 
As well as ensuring the support of 
the police and the military, dictators 
take control of public institutions, 
such as universities and local 
government offices. 
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~ 2 : . . 
Overrule processes . <r $ 
During a state ofemergency,a _* © © _ ° fd 
ruler can override democratic . . s . 
process, but only asaninterim « ° = . 
measure; a dictator may extend * . . = 


® © this period indefinitely. . 


“ Constrain 
the media 
Dictators can stifle 
dissent, shut down 
independent newspapers 
and channels, and broadcast 


1 on aaa 
Hil if HH their own propaganda. 4 = 
it 
a rH CASE STUDY 
# i Josip Bree TO on 
After commanding the Yugoslav 
Partisans during World War II, Josip 
Become executive branch Tito (1892-1980) helped found 
As absolute ruler, a dictator the Socialist Federal Republic of 
becomes both head of Yugoslavia in 1945. He served as 
government and head the country’s prime minster, and 
of state. As such, they later president, from 1945 until his 
effectively become the death in 1980. Although his rule 
executive branch of was autocratic, Tito was regarded 
tt. For thi as a benign dictator—even standing 
Sisson thay tiered up to Joseph Stalin of the USSR. He 
the title of president. Oversee laws SU SSE G EE Meret ds 
chee or mment. dictat the Federal Republic and gained 
S Bere eer UC aOrs considerable respect. 


oversee the legislature and maintain 
a tight control of the judiciary (the 
courts that administer the law). 
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Multi-party 


<2) democracy 


Democracy depends on citizens being able to cast their votes 


in elections. However, not all voting systems are the same, 


and some are considered to be more democratic than others. 


The choice of the electorate 

Unlike one-party states (see pp.74—75), two- or multi- 
party states have two or more political parties that 
the public can vote for in elections. In two-party 
states, such as the US, two political parties dominate 
the political landscape, and almost all the elected 
officials are members of those camps. However, this 


for example, although the Democratic and Republican 


parties dominate, since its founding in 1971, the 
Libertarian Party (see pp.42—43) has gained influence, 
and some of its members have been elected to local 
government office. 

Two-party political systems are often called first- 
past-the-post (FPTP) systems because they allow only 


does not mean that other parties are banned. Inthe US, one party to win an election, leaving the other party to 


Ruling parties 


Defenders of the first-past-the-post 
system argue that it leads to strong 
governments that generally stand 
united and are able to draft legislation 
swiftly. They also claim that FPTP 
creates a strong opposition party 
that is united in its criticisms of 

the government. Defenders of 
proportional representation argue 
that FPTP can leave many voters 
disenfranchised or unrepresented 
by the government in power. They 
also claim that such voters may also 
disagree with the policies of the 
opposition party, meaning that they 
are effectively alienated by the 
entire political system. 


Ruling and opposition 


Parties 

With often only a small 
majority, a single political 
party forms the entire 
government. Its only 
opposition is the second 
party, which will stay in 
opposition unless it defeats 
the government ina 
general election. 


Rival 

During general elections, 
the two main parties 
present their policies 

to the public. The party 
that receives the greatest 
number of votes either 
stays in power or replaces 
the existing government. 


Broad base appeal 
Voters have a range of 
political views, many 

of which may not be 
represented by the two 
main parties. During 
elections, they vote 

for the party that best 
represents their interests. 


TWO-PARTY SYSTEM 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


OVO HONE 


VOTERS AND THEIR POLITICAL BELIEFS 


form the opposition. However, this term is also used 
to describe multi-party systems of the kind found in 
the UK and India. In the UK, for example, anyone can 
form a political party and run for election, but if they 
fail to win a seat in parliament, their party is not 
represented in government. A party can even have 
multiple candidates and collectively receive millions 
of votes but still fail to win a parliamentary seat. To 
avoid this scenario, many countries have a system 
known as proportional representation (PR). 


A fairer system 

Proportional representation (see pp.110-—11) is based 
on the idea that an elected parliament should not only 
represent the two dominant political parties. Instead, 
it should represent all the major parties, and the 
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number of elected officials should be proportional to 
the share of the vote that each party receives. For 
example, if a party receives a quarter of the vote, 
then its representatives should also receive a quarter 
of the seats in parliament. 


“So two cheers for 
democracy: one because 
it admits variety and 
two because it permits 
criticism.” 


E. M. Forster, British writer, What | Believe (1938) 


MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM 
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POLITICAL PARTIES 
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Coalition parties 
The government is a 
coalition of politicians 
who represent a number 
of political parties. It is Another way of establishing a 
essentially a group of winner in multi-party systems 
parties that work together is to use ranked-choice voting 
to find solutions to (RCV). From the candidates on 
PpeliGleiESmES the polling form, voters are asked 
to rank either all or a specified 
number (perhaps a top three) 
in order of preference. Usually, if 
Multiple parties a candidate receives more than 
Multiple parties contest half of the first-choice votes, 
the peer us most that candidate wins. However, 
satel oboe if there is no majority winner, the 
takes a share of the seats candidate with the fewest votes is 
that is proportional to eliminated, and voters who picked 
the share of the votes that candidate as their number-one 
that the party won. choice have their votes for their 
second-place choice counted. 
Di i Supporters of RCV argue that 
Voters have a range of it ensures that the winner has the 
views, many of which are approval of the majority of voters. 
represented by political It also avoids the need for second 
parties. The electorate polls. RCV is used in national and 
Votes for these parties with state elections in Australia, Malta, 
the pskiaas ilabochacden and Slovenia. 
by the government. 


By Federalism 


Many countries have two main levels of government: the central, 
or federal, government and the regional, or state, government. 
This dual form of government is known as federalism. 


Two tiers of government 
Federalism is a form of government that recognizes 
that, although a country may require a strong central 
government that legislates on matters of national 
interest, it may also require regional, or state, 
authorities that can legislate on regional issues. In 
the US, for example, it is illegal to counterfeit money 
under federal law, and doing so is a crime in all 50 
US states. However, although all US citizens have 
the right to bear firearms, whether they can do 
so openly varies from state to state. Likewise, when 
Switzerland became a federal state in 1848, its 26 
regions, or cantons, had to disband their standing 
armies, but each retained considerable autonomy, 
which served to strengthen the country as a whole. 
In general, as well as legislating on domestic issues, 
federal governments have the power to regulate 
national and international trade, manage foreign 
affairs, and maintain their countries’ armed forces. 
On the other hand, regional governments are 
free to regulate the industries that operate within 
their states, set up local government authorities, 
and pass laws that address specific local concerns. 


Devolution is a form of federalism, 
but one that differs in significant 
ways. For example, in the UK, 

the countries of Scotland, Wales, 
and Northern Ireland each have 
semi-independent governments; in 


Denmark, the Faroe Islands and 
Greenland are devolved regions. 
However, unlike federal states, 
these devolved governments can 
have their powers withdrawn by 
the central government, which 

is where power ultimately resides. 


State governments are i 
responsible for building public = 

roads and bridges. However, -~ _ 
interstate highways and 

airports may be subsidized 

by the federal government. 


Division of powers 


According to the United Nations’ definition of 
federalism, a federal government must be responsible 
for national security and foreign policy in order for it 
to be considered a sovereign state. The exact powers 
of the component states are determined by the 
constitution of the country. 


Public services 


Citizens of federations usually pay a 
federal tax as well as a state tax. The 
state tax contributes to maintaining SS 
vital public services, such as police 
forces, schools, and hospitals. 
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REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 


ORGANIZING GOVERNMENT 


romain OO/81 )) 


FOREIGN POLICY 


The federal government has three 
key responsibilities. Firstly, it controls 
the state’s foreign policy, which 
determines the nature of its 
relationships with other countries. 


Most federations have a version of what 
is called the doctrine of preemption. 
This states that if there is a conflict 
between a federal law and a state law, 
the federal law takes precedence. 


Secondly, it maintains the state's 
military forces and determines when 
the country will go to war. Thirdly, it 
has control over the state's national 
and international economic policies. 


ECONOMIC POLICY 


This includes the power to raise and 
regulate taxes, which contribute to 
paying for the country’s national 
public services, and to conduct 
international trade. 


The federal government is 
usually the owner of all of a 
country’s natural resources. 
However, the state that 
exploits these resources 
usually receives most of 
the revenue from them. 


Component states are 
responsible for their own court 
systems, which adjudicate on 
matters of state law. They also 
host federal courts, which 

deal with cases concerning 
federal law. 


é Political 
SS institutions 


Political institutions are the organizations that govern political behavior in a 
country or state. They are particularly important because they place limits on the 
power of governments and politicians. For example, they include electoral rules 
that establish how governments are elected and replaced. They also include 
constitutional rules that determine the powers and responsibilities of different 
parts of government in relation to establishing the law. 


Separation of powers 


A key issue for democracies is ensuring that those elected to office do not 
abuse their power. One of the ways this is achieved is through establishing 
political institutions that distribute power to different parts of government. 
The French philosopher Baron de Montesquieu (1689-1755) promoted the 
idea of “tripartite” systems, with three branches of government—executive, 
legislative, and judicial—providing checks on each other. 


Legislative branch 

The legislative branch is responsible for making the 
law in a country. In democracies, the legislature 
usually takes the form of an 

assembly—such as Congress = 


in the US or parliament in 
the UK—in which elected 
representatives meet 

to discuss and decide 

on legislation. 


Executive branch 
The executive branch 


is responsible for ———— 
implementing and 

administering the laws Bal 
made by the legislature. 

In presidential systems, 

the executive branch 

is independent of the 

legislative branch; in L 
parliamentary systems, f—___ 
there is some overlap 

between the two branches. 


CIVIL SERVICE 


HEALTH 


Constitutions are the legal foundation for government in 
virtually every country around the world. They organize 
and regulate state power. Constitutions broadly refer 

to a set of fundamental principles and more specific 
provisions to which governments and laws must conform. 


These principles establish how a country should be 
governed and how laws are made. They can also include 
the fundamental rights of citizens. Most countries have 
a written constitution. However, notable exceptions are 
New Zealand and the UK, which have a collection of 
key legislation, judicial decisions, and treaties that are 
collectively referred to as their constitutions. 


MINISTRIES 
° 


Judicial branch 


The judicial branch interprets and applies the laws 
made by the legislature and upheld by the executive 
branch. It includes the systems of courts and judges 
in a country that rule on legal disputes between 
the state and individuals. The judiciary ensures that 
government actions are in accordance with the law 
and that laws are consistent with the constitution. 
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“When the legislative 
and executive powers 
are united in the same 
person, or in the same 
body of magistrates, 
there can be no liberty.” 


Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws (1748) 


ey Executive branch 


The executive is the branch of government that is responsible for 
ensuring that laws and policies are carried out. It includes a country’s 
key political leaders, such as the president or prime minister. 


Governing the country implementing government policy and the president in presidential 
When people talk about the across different areas, such as the systems. These people are 
government of a country, they are economy, health, and education, generally considered to be the 
typically referring to the executive and providing public services. leader of the country. 
branch of government. The It does all this through various A separation of powers exists 
executive branch is responsible agencies and departments. to ensure those in office do not 
for enforcing the law and for the The head of the executive (or abuse their power. Although the 
daily administration of the country. head of government) is the prime legislative branch is responsible 
This includes planning and minister in patliamentary systems for making laws, the executive 
= 

ya 

Executive systems BS 


The way the executive branch functions, 
particularly in terms of its powers and 
relationship to the legislative branch, 


depends on the type of governing = 
system. Most democracies 

have either parliamentary PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEMS 
or presidential systems, but 

some have a hybrid system. SEEM IMEI 

The prime minister is the we 


A 


head of the executive branch 
in parliamentary systems 
and is also a member of 

the legislative branch. 


The cabinet consists 


The head of state 
in parliamentary 
systems is typically not 


of legislature members the head of government 
who are selected by but a constitutional 
the prime minister to monarch or ceremonial 


lead key ministries. 


The legislative and 
executive branches 
overlap. The executive 
is accountable to the 
legislature. 


president. 


Wr 
When voting, citizens elect legislators but do 
not directly elect the prime minister. The party 
with the most parliamentary seats selects the — 


prime minister from the legislature. 
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branch has the power to introduce 
some types of law by executive 
decree or executive order. 


Members of the executive 
As well as the head of the executive, 
other members include the leaders 
of government departments or 
ministries. The highest ranking of 
these are members of the cabinet, 
who offer advice and help decide 

on key policies. The branch also 
includes the head of state—the 
highest representative of the country. 


= 


In order to ensure the smooth running of the country on a daily basis, 
the executive branch of the government has a variety of responsibilities. 


> Enforcing the law via government | } Establishing foreign policy, 
departments and a police force including responsibilities such as 

> Implementing policies across the signing of international treaties, 
different areas, such as health, or agreements, with other countries 
education, and the economy > Nominating candidates for 

) Overseeing national security, with | | ™ajor appointments, including 
responsibility for the military and members of the judiciary and 
intelligence services the civil service 
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PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEMS The president is both the head of the 


PRESIDENT 


au 


When voting in presidential 


executive and the head of state. They are 
directly elected by citizens and typically have 
more power than a prime minister. They are 
independent of the legislative branch. 


The cabinet is chosen 
by the president to 
run key government 


members do not 
belong to the 
legislature. 
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The legislative branch 
systems, citizens directly elect checks the power of the executive 
both the president and national branch but is completely 
legislators in separate elections. independent from it. 
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Legislative branch 


The legislative branch is responsible for making laws in a country. 
Legislatures in democratic systems are assemblies in which elected 


representatives gather to deliberate and decide on laws. 


The origins of legislatures 
Throughout history, assemblies in 
which people gather to debate 

and agree on new laws have been 
a key feature of societies with some 
degree of self-government (unlike 
those ruled by monarchs with 
absolute power). This type of 
assembly was fundamental to 
ancient Athenian democracy and 
existed in countries such as India 
in the 6th—4th centuries sce and 
Persia (present-day Iran) in the 4th 
century ace. By 900cz, the Vikings 
in the Nordic countries had created 
local assemblies to decide on new 
laws. These assemblies and those 
emerging in other parts of Europe 
evolved into modem legislatures. 


How legislatures work 
In modem democracies, most 
legislative branches consist of 
Iepresentatives who are elected 
by citizens living in a particular 
geographic area, or constituency. 


These legislators represent the 
interests of their constituents. 
Citizens often decide which 
legislative candidate to vote for 
based on the political party to 
which the candidate belongs. This 
means that parties—representing 
political ideologies or specific 
classes—have a strong influence 
on the laws made by legislatures. 

A key function of the legislature 
is deliberation, whereby legislators 
discuss and debate proposed laws. 
This process may occur across the 
legislature or through committees if 
legislators are focusing on specific 
policy areas. Following this 
deliberation and any amendments, 
the legislature will usually vote 
on the proposed law. 

The legislature has the power 
to collect taxes, declare war, and 
authorize treaties and expenditure. 
Legislators can also hold the 
executive to account through a 
system of checks and balances. 


Legislatures can be unicameral or bicameral. In unicameral systems, 
the legislature debates and votes on laws as a single unit. In bicameral 
systems, legislatures consist of upper and lower chambers (or houses), 
with legislation having to pass through both of these political structures. 


UNICAMERAL 


Iceland's Althing 
63 seats 


US House of Representatives 
435 seats 


2. Deliberation 
and debate 
Legislators discuss the proposed 
law, considering its merits and 
limitations. This can take place in the 
legislature as a whole or in 
specific committees. 
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1. Bill introduced 
The first stage is 
when either the 
government or 

a member of the 
legislature drafts a 
proposed law and 
presents it to the 
legislature. 
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. Amendments 
in nn of legislators, 
usually in @ specific 
committee, then 
consider more closely 
how the law will work 
in practice and may 


make changes to 
improve it. vA 


5. Enactment 

The executive (in 
presidential systems) 
or the head of state 
gives the final 
approval for the 
proposed ill, 
enabling it to be 
passed into law. 


equality... 


right to 
participate 


governed...” 


Nelson Mandela, South African 
president, court statement (1962) 


How laws are made 


The exact process by which the legislative branch makes laws 
varies across countries and political systems. The process is not 
always linear—particularly in bicameral systems, in which proposed 
legislation can pass back and forth between the two chambers. 
However, the process typically consists of several stages, which 
include the introduction of a bill (proposal for a law), deliberation 
and debate, amendments, voting, and the enactment of the law. 


+ Judicial branch 


The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting, defending, and 
applying the law. Its systems of courts and judges make decisions 
on legal disagreements between the state and individuals. 


The court system 
The judicial branch is the court 
system in a country that interprets 
and applies the law, and helps in 
the resolution of disputes. The 
responsibilities of the judiciary are 
set out in a nation's constitution. 
An independent judiciary ensures 
that government actions operate 
in accordance with the rule of 
law. Additionally, it settles legal 


Civil or common law 


Countries’ legal systems follow the 
civil law or the common law, and 
sometimes a combination of the two. 
Civil law emphasizes the codification 
of the law (arranging it in a system); 
common law is based on judicial 
precedents (earlier rulings by judges). 


Judges lead 
Legal practitioners, such 
as lawyers, advise clients 
and represent their 
interests, but it is judges 
who take the lead by 
bringing charges and 
examining witnesses. 


disputes between the state and highest court in the country, known 

individuals, playing a key role in as a supreme court, apex court, 

protecting the rights of people. or court of last resort. These high- 
The judicial branch functions level courts typically function as 


through the court system, in which courts of appeal, hearing appeals 
legal cases are brought before the against decisions made by lower 
court and presided over by judges. courts in the system. In many 
The court system has a hierarchical countries, high-level courts also 
structure that includes local-level determine the validity of laws 
courts (such as magistrates or based on whether they are 
county courts) extending up to the consistent with the constitution. 
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Civil law 
Judges have less influence on how the 
law is interpreted. Instead, their job is to 
establish the facts of a case and apply 
resolutions found in written statutes and 
legal codes. Countries that have a civil 
law system include Germany, China, 
and Spain. 
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Interpreting the law 

While the judicial branch is not 
responsible for making laws, the 
ways in which it interprets the law 
can have significant implications 
for how the law is applied in a 
country. This partly depends on 
the type of legal system in that 
country and whether this is based 
on common law or civil law. 

Unlike the legislative and 
executive branches of government, 
members of the judicial branch are 
typically not elected by citizens; 
instead, they are individuals with 
legal training and qualifications. 


Given their independence from the 
executive and legislative branches, 
members of the judicial branch are 
required to interpret the law with 
justice in mind and to ignore any 
political bias or electoral matters. 
In some countries, such as the 
US, members of the judicial branch 
ate appointed by the executive and 


confirmed by the legislative branch. 


By contrast, in the UK in 2005, 
reforms were introduced that 
meant judges were no longer 
selected by the Lord Chancellor—a 
member of the executive—but by 
an independent commission. 


PRECEDENTS 


2 CASE STUDY 


Brown vs. Board of Education 


The landmark 1954 US Supreme 
Court case Brown vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka demonstrates 
how judicial rulings can bring 
about fundamental change to the 
systems operating within a country. 

Before the case in Kansas was 
brought, education and other 
services were segregated in the US. 
Black children could not attend the 
same schools as their white peers. 
The case was challenged in court, 
advancing to the US Supreme 
Court, which ruled that segregation 
was unconstitutional because it 
deprived Black children of equal 
opportunities. The ruling ended 
segregation in public schools—and 
was an important catalyst for the 
civil rights movement and racial 
equality in the country. 
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Common law Judges referee 
Judges take an active role in shaping Legal practitioners make 
the law, as the decisions they make are presentations and 


used as precedents—examples or 
analogies—for future judges to follow. 
Countries that have a common law 
system include the UK, the US, 
and Australia. 


examine witnesses, trying 
to persuade the court of 
points of law and fact. The 
proceedings are refereed 
by an impartial judge. 


+y Civil service 


The civil service helps with the day-to-day functioning of the state 
by delivering public services and supporting the government in the 
design, development, and implementation of policies. 


From policies to practice examinations that tested candidates’ knowledge of 
The civil service, or bureaucracy, refers to the many Confucian philosophy and other subjects, such as 
government officials who provide services to the mathematics. The modem civil service developed in 
public and help draw up and implement government Britain in the 19th century. Inspired by the Chinese tests, 
policies. Unlike politicians in a democratic system, reforms were introduced to establish a meritocratic civil 
civil servants are not elected. Instead, they are service that could manage Britain's growing empire. 


recruited based on merit, and during their time in 
office, they may see several changes of government. The ideal bureaucracy 

The origins of a meritocratic civil service can be Historically, bureaucracies have not been based on 
traced back to the administrative system of government merit. Instead, political parties that came to power 
in imperial China around 207scr. Atthistime, anyone § would reward supporters and family with civil service 
could become a civil servant, providing they passed jobs. This meant civil servants often lacked the 


Policy making in the 
civil service 


Civil servants play an essential role in the policy-making 
process. They answer to the government and support 
government ministers, such as the Minister of Education, 
in the design and implementation of policies— 

for example, trying to increase the 


number of women graduating 
- : 
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with a science degree. 

1. Deciding policy objective 
The Minister of Education decides on 
a policy objective—for example, to 
increase the number of women 
graduating from university 
with a science degree. 


2. Assessing policy methods 
Civil servants in the Ministry of 
Education consider different ways 
to achieve the policy objective 
and what each method 
would entail. 


“s» an institutional 
method for applying 
general rules to 
specific cases.” 


Max Weber on bureaucracy, Economy 
and Society (1922) 


competence or experience to deliver effective policies. 

It also fueled corruption, with citizens forced to pay 

bribes to civil servants in order to access public services. 
According to the German sociologist Max 

Weber (1864-1920), in addition to meritocratic 

recruitment, an ideal bureaucracy should have 

other key characteristics, such as being rule- 

based and hierarchical. In practice, most civil 

services around the world do not 

possess all of these traits. 

In many countries, such 

as the US, Germany, 

and Iraq, senior 

civil servants are 

politically 

appointed. 


4. Selecting policy 

The Minister of Education decides on 
the best policy option. In some 
countries, the executive branch 
also needs to approve 
the policy. 


3. Exploring policy options 
The civil servants propose different 
policy options to the Minister of 
Education, along with the costs 
and benefits of each of 
those options. 
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5. Implementing policy 
Civil servants working across different 
levels of public administration 
ensure that the policy is put into 
practice and then assess its 
effectiveness. 


According to Weber, there are six qualities 

that a bureaucracy should have: 

> A hierarchical management structure 
that ensures accountability at every level 

> Aclear division of labor, where jobs are 
broken down into simple and well- 
defined tasks 


>A formal and merit-based recruitment 
process that ensures civil servants are 
selected according to their technical skills 


and competencies 

> Career advancement that is based on 
achievement, experience, and technical 
qualifications (not personal favors or 
relationships) 

> Formal rules and regulations whereby 
civil servants know exactly what is 
expected of them 

> An impersonal environment in which 
all employees are treated equally (to 
avoid nepotism or favoritism) 
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Government 
departments 


A government is divided up into departments or ministries organized 
according to their importance. Each department oversees a specific 
aspect of government and is responsible for implementing policy. 
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Policy to practice 

The executive branch is the area 

of government that deals with the 
daily running of the state. It is 
organized into departments, each 
of which is responsible for different 
sectors and areas of policy. The 


departments use different names, 
depending on the country'‘s political 
system. In most parliamentary 
systems, they are called ministries, 
but in presidential systems, they may 
be known as executive departments, 
bureaus, or secretariats. Each 


department is made up of civil 
servants and is led by a politician 
(the minister or secretary) who is 
part of the executive. The key 
departments are led by senior 
politicians who form the cabinet 
office. The departmental minister 
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Highest office 

The office of either the 
prime minister or 

the president sets and 
delivers the government's 
overall strategy and policy 
priorities and will relay 
those policies to 


Key departments 


The specific executive departments or ministries 
that are considered the most important ina 
country can vary, depending on the types of 
policy issues that the country faces. However, 
across most countries, these core departments 
tend to have similar purposes, focusing on the key 
government responsibilities and policy areas. 


the public. 
Treasury Department Ministry of Foreign 
5 of Health Defense 5 Office 
Also called the finance ~ Overseeing government The defense policies of ~ This office is responsible ~ 
ministry, the treasury policy on health and a country are set for a country’s foreign 
oversees economic and social care, this office this department. It is policy. It also protects 
finance policy. Its job targets many issues, from also responsible for and promotes national 
includes making public- ensuring access to basic issues relating to interests globally, such 
spending decisions, healthcare to pandemic international peace as national security, 
setting economic policy, response. A core aim is and security, and it trade and investment, 
and achieving economic to improve domestic oversees the day-to-day global agreements, and 
growth for the nation. and global public health. running of the military. help for citizens abroad. 


establishes the core priorities in 
collaboration with the president or 
prime minister's office. It is the job 
of the civil servants to come up 


with different policy options, secure 


their minister's support, and then 
implement those policies. 


Departmental dynamics 
While each department is typically 
responsible for a specific policy 
area, such as education or business, 
issues that arise can span different 
areas. For example, if there are not 
enough qualified engineers in a 
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country, there is an overlap 
between business and education. 
Therefore, departments will often 
need to work together to devise 
and implement effective policies. 
Coordination between departments 


There are many different sectors 
within government, such as 
non-ministerial departments, 


is usually overseen by the prime which are headed by senior civil 
minister's or president's office. servants and have a regulatory 
Governments have annual fixed or inspection function. There 


are also executive agencies that 
deliver services rather than set 
policy and public bodies that 
provide expert advice on specific 
policy areas. 


budgets, so there is competition for 
resources across departments. The 
treasury allocates government 
resources, and each department is 
likely to argue why they need more 
money than their counterparts. 
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Cabinet office 


This consists of the heads 
of all the key departments. 
The cabinet supports and 
advises the prime minister's 
or the president's 

office to ensure the 
effective running of 

the government. 


fi rsta 


Thomas Jefferson, friar US president, addressing 
citizens of Maryland, US (1809) 


Home Ministry of Department of Department of 

Office - Trade Agriculture Education 
All aspects of internal ~ A country’s industry, This office sets the laws ~ Heading up a country’s ~ 
security, law and order, trade, and commerce and policies linked to education policy, this 
and immigration are are overseen by this farming in a country. It office deals with early 
overseen by this office. ministry. Its role includes deals with forestry, food, pre-school education 
It is responsible for responsibility for setting rural development, and and schools, as well 
specific areas, such trade agreements with fisheries. This department as higher and further 
as the police, border other countries as well is also responsible for education policy. It can 
control, and granting as promoting foreign protecting a nation’s also take responsibility 
identity documents. investment and trade. natural resources. for child protection. 
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Treasuries and 
c policy 


The treasury, or finance ministry, is one of the most important government 
departments. It oversees economic policy, which means it is responsible 
for public finances, public spending, and financial regulation. 


Running the economy 

The treasury is responsible for 
financial and economic policy. 

This includes taking care of public 
finances, both in terms of how the 
government raises funds and how 
it spends them. The treasury is also 
responsible for the smooth running 
of the economy. This can include 
promoting economic growth and 
high employment as well as keeping 
inflation low, reducing poverty, and 
lowering levels of inequality. 

In many countries, the treasury 
can raise taxes so that the 
government has more money to 
spend, It may also change the 
government's taxation policy in 
order to influence other economic 


WZ neetoKnow 


> Inflation refers to the general rise 
in prices in an economy over time. 


> An interest rate is the percentage 
charged on the amount of money 
borrowed or paid on the amount 
of money saved. 

> Acentral bank manages a 
country’s currency and monetary 
policy and oversees its 
commercial banking system. 

> Progressive taxation is a 
system in which the tax rate 
increases as the amount of 
taxable income increases. 


conditions. For example, it may 
reduce taxes to encourage people 
to spend more money, with the aim 
of increasing economic growth. 
This use of government spending 
and taxation to influence economic 
conditions is known as fiscal policy. 
In the US, the treasury cannot raise 
or lower taxes and can only advise 
the government on fiscal policy. 
Another way in which a 
government may try to influence 
economic conditions is by changing 
the interest rate or controlling how 
much money is in circulation. Known 
as monetary policy, these measures 
are often the responsibility of 
the central bank rather than the 
treasury. The treasury is usually 


Other expenditures 
Governments spend 
money on a range of 
other things, including 
domestic policy priorities, debt 
repayment, and foreign aid. 


overseen by a senior politician, 
who is referred to as the treasurer, 
the secretary of the treasury, the 
finance minister, or the chancellor 
of the exchequer. 


Government income 
and expenditure 


The government generates revenue 
and spends its money in various ways. 
How it does so is influenced by its 
political ideology, and by the election 
pledges made by the political party. 
Left-wing governments tend to 
increase public spending and favor 
high, progressive taxation; right-wing 
governments tend to keep both public 
spending and taxation low. 


Public order 
and safety 
Public order and 


safety expenses range 
from training police officers to 
funding the court system. 


Defense 
Spending on 

defense includes 
employing and training 
soldiers and purchasing high-tech 
weapons systems. 
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Taxes 

The main method of raising funds is 

through taxation, whereby citizens pay 

money to the government. There are > 
various forms of taxation, such as income 

tax, property tax, and sales tax. 


Printing more money Borrowing 

Governments sometimes Governments can borrow 
generate income by printing money by issuing bonds 
more money. To do this, to banks and investors, 
the central bank transfers promising repayment with 
money to the government interest. Governments also 
by purchasing bonds. borrow from international 


financial institutions. 
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SOEs 
Some governments own 
corporations, known as state- 


Other sources of income 
Countries may generate revenue 
from customs duties (see pp.170- 
71) or by investing in financial owned enterprises (SOEs), and 
assets. Other, low-income countries make money from the profits that 
may receive funds in the form of TT they generate. Governments can 
foreign aid (see pp.190-91). Expenditure also raise funds by selling SOEs. 


| Industry and Housing Education 
agriculture Governments often Educational spending 
Governments support provide funds for includes employing 
their economies by building public housing teachers, building 
investing in industry and and ensuring that people have schools, and providing loans for 
providing support to farmers. access to accommodation. students to attend college. 


Transport 
Government 


Health 
Spending on health 


Social protection 
Many countries 


spending often helps includes providing have social safety 
ensure that trains, emergency services, nets, whereby the 
buses, and subway systems training nurses and doctors, and government helps its citizens 


operate efficiently. equipping hospitals. meet their basic needs. 
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Welfare 


Welfare refers to support that governments provide to help citizens 
meet their basic needs. Welfare programs take different forms and 
cover a variety of issues, including healthcare, housing, and pensions. 


What is welfare? 

People are often unable to meet 
their basic needs because they 
lack sufficient income, live in 
deprived areas, or are unable to 
work due to a disability. In many 
countries around the world, 
governments provide some form of 
support to ensure that everybody 
achieves a minimum standard of 


living. This is referred to as welfare. 


Welfare support is provided in 
many ways. There are examples 
of societies throughout history 
offering some form of welfare, but 
most welfare provision emerged 
during the late 19th century in 
Europe and expanded rapidly 
after World War II. 


Welfare or not? 

The extent to which governments 
should provide welfare is debated 
in most societies—often along 


The welfare state is a form of 
government in which the state 
protects and promotes the 
economic and social well-being of 
its citizens. It is based on the belief 
that it is a public responsibility to 


ensure that everybody can meet 
their basic needs. Chancellor Otto 
von Bismark (1815-98) created the 
first welfare state in Germany in 
the 1880s. The idea spread across 
Western Europe and the US during 
the early 20th century. 


ideological lines. Arguments in 


support of welfare are associated 

with those on the political left. Income support 
These arguments focus on the Funds given to 
moral duty of the state to ensure people onalow 
Slat to ther cet 
mane IS OEE basic needs : 
equality of opportunity for all. Some 

also highlight the gains for society 

overall. For example, children who 

receive adequate food and clothing 


are likely to do better in school and. 
go on to contribute more to society 
as an adult. 

Arguments against welfare are 
usually associated with the political 
right. They focus on the high cost 
of welfare to the state, which is 
then largely passed on to ordinary 
taxpaying citizens. Critics of 
welfare also claim that it can 
disincentivize people from finding 
work and generally lead to 
inefficiencies in the economy. 


Types of welfare 


Welfare programs take a wide variety 
of forms, such as offering financial support or 

housing at a reduced cost. They target different 
groups, such as parents or the elderly, 
and cover a range of issues, including 
employment, childcare, and disability. 


“The object of the 
government is the 
welfare of the people.” 


Theodore Roosevelt, former US president, The New Nationalism (1910) 
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Caregiver's y 
allowance allowance / 
Money given to Financial support for 
unemployed people those caring for : 
gta Maia help a person witha es 
em meet minimum isabili i \ 
five rie disability or illness 


Housing benefit Pension 
Financial help to credits 
pay rent for people | Extra money provided 
who are unemployed, to retirees to help them 
on low incomes, or \ meet their 
claiming other } basic needs 
benefits y 


Winter fuel Conditional 


cash transfer 
) | Support provided to Financial help for 
7B | ___ elderly people to help those in poverty in 
' cover the cost of return for fulfilling a 
7 C| heating their homes requirement, such as 


dj | enrolling a child 
d | in school 
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The military 


Collectively known as the armed forces, a nation's military is 
responsible for its defense against external threats or internal 
conflict. In most countries, the military is overseen by the executive. 


The role of the military 
According to German sociologist 
Max Weber, the most defining 
characteristic of the state is the 
monopoly on legitimate use of 
violence. The military is the state 
institution that typically holds this 
exclusive right. Historically, as 
people have organized into distinct 
political entities, some gained the 
role of protecting others from 
external threats by using force. 

In most countries, the armed 
forces consist of various branches, 
including the army, the navy, and. 
the air force. Governments often 
spend vast sums of money ensuring 
that their military is large enough 
to defend the nation—and is highly 
trained and well equipped with 
advanced weapons technology. The 
size of a country’s military is also 
often seen as an indicator of 
its power. In some countries, adults 
are conscripted into military service. 


Throughout history, the military 
has been used not only to invade 
and conquer other lands but also 
to defend and secure its country. 
However, when nations strengthen 
their militaries for security purposes, 
surrounding countries can feel 
threatened, and the situation may 
trigger a conflict. This is known as 
the security dilemma. As a result, 
there has been much emphasis in 
global politics on disarmament— 
in particular, nuclear disarmament. 


Other functions 

The military has other roles and 
responsibilities. The special 
training soldiers receive and their 
experience with working in crisis 
situations have meant they are 
often deployed in emergency 
responses. For example, in nations 
such as the UK, the army played a 
vital role in responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic by helping 


In 2020, the US ranked the highest in the world in terms of military spending, 
amounting to more than 3 percent of its GDP (gross domestic product). 


us ah a ak a ae tesa 
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APPROXIMATE SPENDING IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
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> Disarmament refers to the 
reduction, withdrawal, or 
elimination of troops or 
weapons within a country. 

> Asecurity dilemma may arise 
when actions taken by a state to 
enhance its own security trigger 
a reaction from neighboring 
states, leading to conflict. 

> Amilitary coup is when there is 
a sudden, violent overthrow of 
the government by the military. 
It is typically unconstitutional, 
illegal, and results in military rule, 


local authorities test for the virus, 
set up mass vaccination sites, and 
deliver vaccines. Governments 
may also send their forces to help 
during humanitarian crises at 
home and abroad. 


Control of the 
military 

A central issue for nearly all countries 
is the relationship between the civilian 
government (specifically, the executive) 
and the military. The exact nature of 
this relationship is usually set out ina 
country’s constitution. In most cases, 
the executive has control over the 
military, with the military being 
accountable to the executive. In some 
contexts, however, the relationship 
between the two may be different. 
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State control of military 


In most democracies, governments 
have control over the military. In 

the US, for example, the president is 
referred to as the commander-in-chief, 
as they have authority over the military. 


Military as a rival power 
In some nations, such as Bolivia, the military 
represents a rival source of power to the 
civilian government. Key duties may be 
split between the executive and military, 
which can cause political tensions. 
Pe 
od 


Military rule 
Some countries, such as Sudan and 
Myanmar, are ruled by the military, 
with no civilian government. Citizens 
have little say in the politics of such 
military dictatorships. 


No military 

Some countries do not have a military. 

In the cases of Costa Rica and Grenada, for 
example, the standing army was abolished 
due to the threat of coups, with military 


spending diverted to such areas as education. was spent global ly 
he - ilitar 2020. 


Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (2021) 


Local government 


The function of local government is to provide key services to local 


residents and businesses. These may include social care, schools, 
housing, waste collection, and business support. 


Everyday local politics 

Discussions about politics often focus on national 
issues, but it is typically local government that people 
engage with on a daily basis. This is because local 
authorities provide a range of key services to residents 
and businesses. The term “local government” broadly 
refers to the lowest levels of public administration, 
which operate in specific geographic localities, in 
contrast to “central government,” which usually 
refers to the national—or state—government. 

The specific form of local government that people 
engage with depends on where they live. For example, 
people living in a city may have a different type of 
local authority, with distinct responsibilities, than 
people living in a small village in the same country. 
Local governments around the world include local 
councils, county councils, municipalities, parishes, 
and communes, among many others. Furthennore, 
depending on where a person lives, there may be a 
single tier of local government that is responsible 
for providing key services or two tiers of government, 
with responsibilities split between them. 

In democratic systems, citizens typically elect the 
people serving on local councils in local elections. 
Candidates who run for election may be members of 
national political parties or independents who have 
chosen to run on specific local issues of importance. 
Local authorities also include unelected staff who are 
hired to focus on local priorities. 


Responsibilities of local 
government 


Local governments are responsible for managing 

the resources of local communities. They work with 
residents, businesses, and other organizations to deliver 
agreed-upon services. To fund these services, they 
generate revenue from various sources. These include 
funding from the national government, taxes, fees, and 
charges collected from local people and businesses. 


Local museums are 
often either run by local Public restrooms are 
authorities or receive managed and maintained 
local government support. by local authorities. 
Bus stops ensure 
if that peoplehave == 
access to local aot 
shops and services. “ 


Burials are arranged by local 


authorities for people who wa 1 | ae 
have no next of kin. an - ii} 
me 644 68 
|| | s 


Marriage licensing offices 
ensure that any wedding 
between two people is legally 


recognized by the state. 
- = 
Schools and colleges Allotments, 
are often funded or community eseere? 
and maintained by gardens, may be 
local governments. made available { f 
KA. by groups for 
Community safety | People to rent. 
initiatives, such as crime 
prevention strategies, are | 
managed by local groups. Wii v~o 


ORGANIZING GOVERNMENT 
Local government 


Governing a country involves 
balancing the powers of national and 
local governments. In decentralized 
systems, local governments are 
considered best placed to meet the 


g ‘a | needs of their communities. They 
Gir are usually allocated greater 
Parks and recreational facilities 
are maintained by local authorities 
for people's leisure, entertainment, 
; and recreational pursuits. 


Social care is delivered 

or commissioned by local 
groups for people who 
need extra support. 


is the principal 
administrative 

building of the 
local authority. 


Public libraries are usually run by 
local governments and provide access 


to books, music, and other services. 
Solar panels and other green 
Markets and fairs energy devices may be subsidized 
can be opened by by local governments. 
groups to stimulate the 
local economy. 


by local governments on most 
non-residential ‘properties, 


Houses may be rented by local 
authorities, which may also provide go, 
— housing support for citizens. i . 


Waste disposal services 


are usually managed by 
local governments. 


Roads and road maintenance 
are essential for ensuring that 
people can travel safely. = 


same 
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resources and given more autonomy 
to make decisions and prioritize 
different policies. In centralized 
systems, however, local governments 
have less autonomy and largely 
carry out decisions made by the 
national government. 


Sports ashe swimming pools 


are often either run or supported by 
a local authorities to enhance people's 
health and well-being. 


Licenses are provided to businesses 
to permit them to conduct specific 
business activities in the community. 


= 


Recycling services are usually organized 
by the local government to help reduce 
waste and protect the environment. 


Planning regulations 
ensure that construction 
work is done in accordance 
with local policies. 


Nongovernmental 


+) Organizations 


NGOs are nonprofit agencies set up by citizens, and they operate 
independently of government and politics to serve the public interest 
and advance social well-being. 


Humanitarian interests 
There is no single definition 


of “nongovernmental organizations” 


(NGOs); however, there is a range 
of characteristics associated with 
them. The term typically refers to 
organizations set up by citizens 
working for humanitarian rather 
than commercial interests (NGOs 
usually do not seek to make a 
profit). They are independent 

of government and other state 
influences, although they may 
receive government funding or 
collaborate with governmental 
departments. They can operate 
for the benefit of members (a 
grassroots organization) or for 


The term “nongovernmental 
organization” was first popularized 
in the 1945 founding charter of the 
United Nations. However, NGOs 
existed long before then, with roots 
in the religious organizations and 
social movements that emerged 

in the US and Europe after the 
Industrial Revolution. The Anti- 
Slavery Society, formed in 1839, 

is considered the first international 
NGO. The end of the Cold War in 
the late 1980s and the wave of 
democratization that followed 

led to a boom in NGOs. 


the benefit of others (an agency). 

Areas in which NGOs typically \ ~y 
operate include human rights, } | 
poverty, development, climate . 

change, and the environment in 7 
addition to health, disability, and NGOs are 
education. NGOs can focus on + : Lp 


these issues at a local, national, eee . S 
or global level. 1 
casi currently operating 
ward “charity” to describe worldwide. 
mgovernmental organizations, 
aaeagtE not all NGOs have one ae “What is an NGO?” 
legal charitable status. 
Advocacy NGOs seek to promote 
What NGOs do a specific cause. They do this by 
There are two broad categories of taising awareness about an issue 
NGO: operational and advocacy. in order to bring about change. 
Operational NGOs design and They may seek to alter government 
implement specific interventions, policy or law (on human rights, for 
often filling the gap where certain example) or to change people's 
public services are not provided attitudes on a given issue, such as 
by local authorities. This can female genital mutilation. They use 
include delivering education, various approaches to do this, from 
health, and training services as campaigning and lobbying, to 
well as providing infrastructure, soliciting the media, to engaging 


such as schools, wells, and public 
toilets, and building housing. 


in activism. Some NGOs may have 
operational and advocacy functions. 


The diversity of NGOs 


There is great variation in the types of NGO. Some are small, with 
no income and a few volunteers working on an issue affecting a 
local community. Others have budgets of millions of dollars, with 
hundreds of highly trained staff working in offices around the world 
on global issues. NGOs also vary according to funding sources and 
how closely they work with the governments of the countries in 
which they operate. 


SOURCES OF FUNDING TYPES OF ISSUES SIZE OF NGO 


PROXIMITY TO 
GOVERNMENT 
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LOCAL 
NGO 


Many NGOs are small-scale 
volunteer-run organizations 
that work within a specific 
community, either campaigning 
on local issues or providing 
basic but essential services. 
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Local issues 

The issues that local NGOs focus 
on might include preventing a 
library closure, protecting green 
spaces, or providing language 
support to refugees. 


Own funding 

Many NGOs, large and small, 
source their own funding 
through private donations, 
sales of goods and services, 
or membership dues. 


Independent of government 
Smaller operational NGOs may 
have little interaction with 
high-level officialdom because 
they are often working in areas 
with little government presence. 


NATIONAL 
a NGO 
(e) (o) 


Larger NGOs, with a mix of 
professional and voluntary 
staff, typically operate across 
a country, either providing 
essential services or working 
on nationwide campaigns. 
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National issues 

National NGOs might be 
involved in lobbying to change 
government policy on specific 
issues, such as adult literacy or 
sexual health. 


Government funding 

NGO funding from government 
sources can take various forms, 
such as grants, foreign aid for 
work in low-income countries, 


or payment for specific services. 


¢ 
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Government c 
NGOs can work with national 
governments in various ways, 
providing expert advice, 
delivering key services, or 
collaborating to deliver change. 


Qe 
INTERNATIONAL 
eae 


The best-known NGOs operate 
internationally, typically working 
on global issues. One high- 
profile example is the human 
rights organization Amnesty 
International. 


International issues 

Global NGOs often address 
global concerns, such as 
climate change, or specialize in 
emergency responses to war, 
famine, or natural disasters. 


International funding 

Global NGOs may receive 
funding from international 
bodies, such as the EU or the 
UN, or from large philanthropic 
organizations. 
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In opposition to government 
Some NGOs apply pressure 

in order to highlight injustices. 
This can mean reporting on 

or publicly protesting against 
certain government policies. 


Elections 
and voting 


Elections exist to enable citizens to choose whom they want to be governed by. 
This means voting for individuals or a political party who will represent the 
citizens’ interests in their legislature. Elections are not confined to parliaments and 
also occur in town councils, trade unions, community groups, business corporations, 
and other organizations. Countries ruled by authoritarian regimes may sometimes 
hold elections, but typically these are not fair and free and are held only for show. 


Why we have | 

elections = 

Kofi Annan (1938-2018), the former ay 4 ies e 
Secretary-General of the United rd 
Nations, said that elections are the 
“indispensable root of democracy.” Credibility \ 

To put it another way, they are the tool To be credible, elections 

that enables democracy to function. must be inclusive, transparent, 

Not only do voters get to select their and fair, However, many elections 

leaders, but citizens can also hold those fall short of these criteria 

leaders to account by voting them out (see pp.114-15). 


of office at the end of their term if they 
have performed badly. In most cases, 
elections also enable a peaceful 
transfer of power. 
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Critics of the election process politicians and governments 
i point out that after having and an unwillingness to engage 
el ecti ons h ave bee n cast their vote, citizens have in the electoral process, which 
= no further involvement in results in low voter turnout. 
free and fal r the democratic process until Alternatives to elections might 
, they are called to vote again include people's assemblies, 
some years later. Meanwhile, in which interested citizens 
politicians make decisions debate important issues, 
: b etter without reference to the and sortition—the random 
electorate. This can result selection of political officials 


in public distrust of elected from a large pool of candidates. 


governance. 


Kofi Annan, foreword to Deepening Democracy (2012) 


oy = oy Mo 
Voting Fixed term 
Only eligible citizens can vote; The period between elections 


varies, but elected governments 
are required to return to the voters 

at fixed intervals to extend their 

stay in office or to be replaced. 


there are usually age or other 

restrictions. Voting is voluntary 

in most countries, although it is 
compulsory in a few. 
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i»! Election campaigns 


Campaigns are the means by which political parties and their 
candidates present their ideas and positions on key issues to 
voters in the run-up to polling day. 


Informing the voters 

The political campaign is at the heart of the democratic 
electoral process. It is the time when the public has 
the opportunity to learn about the character, beliefs, 
and values of those who aspire to govern them. 

At the same time, campaigns provide candidates 

and political parties with the chance to promote 
themselves and their ideologies to the electorate. 

The candidates use a variety of methods, 
traditionally including printed material, interviews, 
and public appearances, and, in more recent times, 
social media. They may use polling to identify “swing” 
(undecided) voters so that they can allocate resources 
to winning them over. The dates of an official election 
campaign period are often legally defined and can be 
anything from a month to much longer: in the US 
presidential election of 2016, Ted Cruz, first to 


enter the race, announced his candidacy 596 7. Blackout 
days before election day. periods in some 
Campaigning is strictly regulated, countries end 
particularly with regard to spending, in . campaigning 
order to maintain fairness. The intention hours before 
is that citizens should be sufficiently polling begins. S$ os 
well informed that they are able to 


choose the candidate who best 
represents their interests. 


Oo; 
Election timetable 
The electoral process begins long = 
before the candidates start their 
campaigns. Matters such as who can 
vote and where must be decided, as 


x 
well as the lineup of candidates. Once the 8. Polling day is when 
campaigns end and voting takes place, the citizens cast their votes 
announcement of the results should follow at a designated polling 


quickly. However, there is always the risk of station, although some 
a contested result, as occurred in the US may vote early by 
presidential election of 2000, Bush vs. Gore, mail or online. 


which required a month-long process to 
determine the winner. 
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2. Political party nominations 
take place early to identify the 
candidates who will run in 

the election. 


3. Voter registration establishes 
who is eligible to vote and stores their 
details on an electoral roll. Anyone 
who is not on the roll cannot vote. 


6. Campaigning gives candidates 
the opportunity to communicate 
directly with the electorate in 
various ways, from social media 
to personal appearances at rallies. 


10. The results come in at different 
times and are usually announced as 
they arrive, until an overall winner 
can be determined. 


11. Disputed results can prevent the 
formation of a government, or at least 
undermine its legitimacy if the issue 
is not resolved. 


> 


4. Campaign finances are subject 
to rules governing how much can 
be spent; this ensures that all 
parties have an equal chance. 


— 


5. Manifestos or 
political platforms 


_ outline party policies 


and commitments. 


Ma 


political 
campaign is 


bk ro) 
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H. L. Mencken, American journalist, 
A Prairie Home Companion (2015) 


»! Electoral systems 


An electoral system is the process that determines how people vote 
in an election and how the results are interpreted. There are several 
types of electoral systems, each of which has pros and cons. 


Election rules 
The right to vote to elect someone 
into public office is considered 
fundamental to democracy. The 
practice has existed since the 6th 
century sce, when it was introduced 
into the Greek city-state of Athens. 
The set of rules that governs 
how elections are run, voted on, 
and concluded is referred to as an 
electoral system. Today, there are a 


number of electoral systems, which 
tule on the method of voting that is 
used during a political election and 
are incorporated into a constitution 
of electoral law. 
Electoral systems dictate every 
aspect of the voting process, from 
who is eligible to vote or stand as a 
candidate to where polling booths 
ate located, the use of proxy votes 
(when someone votes on behalf of 


someone else) or postal votes, and 
the timing of the election. They 
also determine how voting slips 
are marked, how they are counted, 
and the way in which the votes 
will establish the final outcome. 


Different systems 

The types of electoral systems used 
vary from country to country. They 
include plurality systems, which 


Types of voting 


Two of the most common forms of 
voting are proportional representation 
(PR), in which the election of political 
candidates is based on the proportion 
of the vote they receive, and first-past- 
the-post (FPTP), where successful 
candidates achieve a simple majority. 
Some countries, such as Germany 

and New Zealand, use the Additional 
Member System, which combines PR 
with the election of local candidates. 


“Nothing i 


electoral system.” 


Marcus Tullius Cicero, Roman statesman 
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Proportional representation 


The electorate can usually vote for more 
than one candidate, ranking them in 
order of preference. The final result, 
therefore, reflects the total percentage 
gained by each party. Many people 
consider PR to be the most democratic 
system, because the way in which 
people vote is proportionally reflected 
in the result. 


Elected representatives 

The number of representatives 
reflects the percentage of votes each 
party has gained. While this system 
enables minority parties to be 
represented, critics argue that no 
party ever receives an overall majority. 
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elect candidates with the most votes 
(but not necessarily with a majority); 


majoritarian systems, which More than a third of the world’s and the UK. The use of proportional 
require a majority of votes to win; countries use either a majority ora | representation is favored by the vast 
and proportional systems, which plurality system, including the US majority of European countries. 
aim for elected representatives KEY 

to reflect wider public support. 


Variations exist within these 
categories. The voting method . 2 ' I Proportional 
first-past-the-post (FPTP) isa ya tee oe we) system 


_ §& Majority/plurality 
system 


widely used system that tends to 4 ) ia © Mixed electoral 
favor the major political parties. a j ' system 
Another method is proportional __. Bi No electoral 

5 : system 
representation (PR), which @ other 
supporters argue reflects voters’ 


preferences more accurately. 


Electorate 
al Ar rv The body of people in a country 
who are eligible to vote is known 
as the electorate. Unless voting is 
mandatory, it is rare for 100 percent 
of the electorate to vote. 
l First-past-the-post 


The electorate can only vote for one 
candidate on their ballot sheet, even 
though many may be listed from 
other parties. The final result is based 
on one candidate, or party, achieving 
a majority, irrespective of turnout. 
This may mean a candidate wins 

on less than a 50 percent turnout, 
while smaller parties are ignored. 


Elected representatives 


With FPTP, one party can gain more 
electoral seats despite having fewer 
overall votes. It favors large political 
Parties; minority parties, even if they 
poll well, are unlikely to gain seats. 
Many feel FPTP invalidates their vote. 


5») Referendums 


An example of direct democracy in action, referendums invite 
citizens to say yes or no to a particular political issue rather 
than leaving the decision making to elected representatives. 


Voting on specifics therefore a public vote, usually used as a tool for independence or 
The most important aspect of a one that requires a simple yes self-determination movements. In 
referendum is that the electorate Or no answer. 1993, Eritrea, then part of Ethiopia, 
(those citizens eligible to vote) are Referendums can be employed held a referendum on independence. 
asked to decide on a specific issue. for a variety of reasons. In some Tumout was more than 98 percent, 
This distinguishes a referendum countries, including Austria and of which 99.8 percent voted in favor 
from an election (see pp.106—07), many Latin American nations, of going it alone; Eritrea declared 
where the electorate cast their it is a legal obligation to hold a independence two days later. In 
votes for a parliamentary candidate referendum on any proposed 2017, the region of Catalonia held a 
who will represent them and vote amendments to the constitution. Teferendum on independence from 
on their behalf. A referendum is Referendums have frequently been Spain, and 92 percent voted in 
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For and against referendums 


Supporters of referendums maintain that they represent a genuine form of 
direct democracy in which the public has direct control over policy. On the 
other hand, they can be seen as weakening representative democracy and 

protecting governments from having to make unpopular decisions. 
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Winners 

In some cases, a two-thirds majority is needed 
for the result of a referendum to be valid. In 
other instances, a simple majority vote decides 
the result, no matter how close. 
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favor; however, the Spanish 


government declared the 

" Heany enon manip ie Pete ON 

referendums; others hold them refe ren d ums the Uk oe aided Aenean 

itzerland mal ut in 2016, the government he 

ssi tga — ume th i h ave bee n h el d one on the question of whether the 

MOTs USS OL TeIereneuUMs Chen. . z country should remain a member 

any other country in the world. In Switze rl an d of the EU or leave the EU. It was 
Referendums can get people : contentious, not least because it 


interested in politics in a way that 
representative democracy generally 
does not. But they can be used by 


offered a binary choice: remain or 
leave. Turnout was high, and the 
result was close: 51.89 percent 
voted leave, 48.11 percent remain. 


politicians keen to avoid making in 1848 In 2020, Britain left the EU, but the 


difficult and unpopular decisions. 


country remains politically divided. 


Wins by only a narrow margin can = www, swissinfo.ch, "How direct democracy 
also foster division within a nation. has grown over the decades” (2018) sed OGovescnesteoeseeceneiescoonseesene 


Turnout 


The outcome 

The result is seen as a statement of public 
opinion that can be used to settle what may 
be a controversial issue. The government 
can act on the outcome. 


— 


In some instances, as occurred in Government 

the 2006 independence referendum The government determines when 
in Montenegro, a specified a referendum takes place and 
percentage of electors may be which form it takes: a simple 
needed to validate the result. yes-no vote or multiple choices. 


Losers 

If the outcome is close on a controversial 

issue, the matter may not be considered i i 
ended, allowing for the possibility of ‘ j 
further referendums. ad f 


Manipulating 
elections 


Democratic elections should be transparent and fair, but this is not 
always the case. Elections are sometimes manipulated to ensure 
the success of a particular candidate or political party. 


Misleading the electorate _ Internet can be restricted; and organizations. Some countries 
There are numerous ways to alternative facts can be presented use voter identity cards with 
subvert the election process. in what is known as “fake news." built-in security mechanisms, 


Some are relatively subtle, such as Preventing such fraud is proving but there is a danger that 
redrawing constituency boundaries to be difficult. Possible safeguards such measures can deprive 
to influence the outcome of a vote include tightening electoral law some people of their right to 
(a practice that has beenemployed § and monitoring by independent vote if they do not carry the 
even in some countries considered = bodies, such as nongovernmental “correct” identification. 

to have strong and fair democratic 


traditions). Other methods are @ @ © © 
cruder—for instance, the arrest of = = = — 
opposition politicians and threats 

of violence against their supporters, g y fj y fj y fj A g y fj yf yf A 


which can occur in electionsheldin § Disenfranchisement Gerrymandering 
more authoritarian countries. 

Shaping the flow of information Applying conditions of residency, This involves redrawing electoral 
on the Internet has become a key literacy, or ethnicity means boundaries to the advantage of 
strategy in influencing the outcome groups such as the homeless one party. It may also involve 
of elections (see pp.122-23). Online cannot vote. relocating ethnic groups. 


discussions can be manipulated in 
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Vote buying 


Obstacles to voting 


Casting a vote should be simple, but 
there are sometimes barriers, many 
of which affect disadvantaged 
members of society, who are least 
likely to vote to maintain the status 
quo. Examples include a requirement 
to have identification that uses officially 
sanctioned photos, not available to 
everyone, or a ruling that prevents 
people from a particular ethnic 
background or those who are 
illiterate from voting. 


This is when people are offered 
something in exchange for their 
vote. In Venezuela in 2018, the 
poor were offered food for votes. 
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POLLING 


In 2018, it emerged that a British consulting firm, 
Cambridge Analytica, had been collecting online 
personal data without consent. The data were obtained 
through an app, which consisted of questions designed 
to create psychological profiles. The information was 
used to build up voter profiles that could be sold to 
political campaigns. The profiles were used to assist the 
2016 presidential campaigns of Ted Cruz and Donald 
Trump in the US. Data provided by Cambridge Analytica 
is thought to have played a role in influencing around 
around 200 elections worldwide. 
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Disinformation Ballot fraud Intimidation 

Spreading fake news in order This includes falsifying, destroying, Of all the elections that took 

to discredit opponents and or deliberately losing ballots place globally in 2020, more 
manipulating polling data are (the paper slips marked with the than half were marred by some 
now common electoral tools. voter's preference). form of violence. 
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Ballot stuffing Destruction of ballots Refusal to accept results 

=a = = i —— — 
People casting multiple votes is Destroying ballot papers is In 2011, Nigerian candidate 
known as ballot stuffing. This was difficult to do without being Muhammadu Buhari refused to 
reportedly done by supporters of noticed, but these can be secretly concede defeat, as did Donald 
Vladimir Putin in Russia in 2021. defaced so they become invalid. Trump in the US in 2020. 
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The media 

in politics 

The media plays a key role in politics. Its job is to keep the public informed about 
current affairs and to provide platforms for politicians, who can both express 
themselves and be scrutinized. In the past, the media was made up of newspapers 
and a handful of radio and television channels, but there is now also a huge online 


presence, along with digital services. Increasingly, traditional media also faces 
competition from amateur citizen journalists. 
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Newspapers 
Although newspapers continue to lose readers 
to other forms of media, they remain influential 
in politics, as individual journals lend their 
weight to a particular political 
party or ideology. 


Television 
Television remains a powerful tool for 
shaping political opinion. Some channels 
pride themselves on their objectivity, while 
others may be state-owned or have a 


definite political agenda. pO - Ff 


The viral nature of social media 
makes it an effective tool for 
political dissent. For instance, 
social media platforms played a 
key role in the popular uprisings 
known as the Arab Spring, 
which swept North Africa and 
the Middle East in 2010 to 2012. 
Similarly, social media was used 
as a tool in the 2019-2020 Hong 
Kong protests against the 
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The Internet allows individuals a 
platform to not only express political 
opinion but also bring key information 


to public attention and 
shape popular discourse. 


POLITICAL CHANGE 
The media in politics 
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Chinese government. Social 
media allowed demonstrators 
to spread information and 
organize protest actions while 
concealing their identities and 
avoiding detainment by the 
police. They also used social 
media as a tool in the battle 


for public opinion—for instance, 


by circulating images and 
footage of police brutality. 


United 
States of Amnesia... 


no desire 
the truth. 


Gore Vidal, American writer, imperial America (2004) 
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Websites 


X 


In addition to online versions of print 


newspapers, there is an increasing number 


of dedicated, online-only political sites, 
some of which—HuffPost, for example— 


Social media 


Political news sites and bloggers can break 
and shape stories, but nothing spreads 
those stories—and therefore influences 
public opinion—faster than the various 

social media platforms. 


wield considerable influence. 


Setting the agenda 


Traditionally, the media has had two key roles: setting 
the news agenda by choosing which stories to present 
to the public; and shaping public opinion through the 
way it presents and comments on those stories. Today, 
however, millions of people have cameras on their 
phones and mobile access to the Internet, both of 
which enable them to report on events that the 
mainstream media may have ignored. The ability 

of citizen journalists to bring to the world’s attention 
otherwise unreported events has raised questions 
regarding the future relevance of traditional media. 


Freedom of 
\») the press 


In order to make informed decisions at elections, people need to have 
free access to information about their governments, which in turn 
requires that the press is free from government control. 


A universal right 
According to the United Nations’ 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (see pp.124—25), every 
human being has the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression. 
This includes the freedom to seek 
and receive information through 
any media, regardless of borders. 
Produced just after World War I, 
this declaration restated the 
classical liberal idea that in order 
for people to make educated 
decisions at elections, they must 
have free access to information. 
This freedom guarantees that the 
information circulating in a society 
is not simply propaganda produced 
by the government but is a mixture 


of opinions, including critiques of Control 

the government made by Nondemocratic states 
tend to have strict 
control of the media. 

Getting to the truth ‘Telsipriabies iii 
government to release 

Having a free press guarantees that information that solely 


the citizens of a country are not simply 
bombarded by state propaganda. 
However, this does not mean that 
newspapers, television news channels, 
and other media outlets are impartial. 
Each outlet may have its own agenda 
and even advertise which political 
viewpoint it represents. This enables 
citizens to engage in debate and 

to decide for themselves which 
viewpoint best represents their own 
interests or the interests of society. 


professional journalists and 
ordinary citizens. However, having 
press freedom does not mean that 
the public is able to learn every 
detail about a government's 
decisions. Legally, the government 
Inay classify certain documents 

as “secret” for the sake of the 
nation’s interest, although it may 
later release them for public 
scrutiny. Freedom of information 
legislation, which many countries 
have, determines what kind of 
information can be withheld 

from the public in this way, and 


serves its particular 
interests. Lacking any 
forums for debate, the 
public may accept this 
information as 

the truth. 


under what circumstances. 
According to the nonprofit 
organization Reporters Without 
Borders, around a third of the 
world's population lives in countries 
where governments heavily 
influence what the press reports. 

In the organization's 2021 report, 

it was revealed that the countries 
with the least press freedom were 
Eritrea, North Korea, Turkmenistan, 
and China. By contrast, countries 
where the press had the most 
freedom were Norway, Finland, 
Sweden, and Denmark. 
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Freedom 


In truly democratic 
countries, the media 
is free from state 


control. This enables 4 
the public to scrutinize ‘ 
public officials and to 


decide for themselves 
which politicians 

best represent their 
interests and whom 
they should vote for 
in elections. 


“If liberty means 
anything at all, 
it means the 
right to tell 
people what 
they do not 
want to hear.” 


George Orwell, British writer, from 


an unpublished preface to Animal 

Farm (1945) 

i CASE STUDY 
Analysis CharlieHebdo 
Press freedom enables On January 7, 2015, two French 
citizens to analyze the men entered the offices of the 
biases of media outlets. satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo 

in Paris and shot at its employees, 


killing 12 people and injuring 11 
others. The gunmen’s stated motive 
was to avenge the magazine's 
publication of cartoons of the 
Prophet Muhammad—an act that 
was considered highly offensive 
by many Muslims, The killings 
highlighted the question of 
whether freedom of expression— 
and, therefore, the freedom of the 
press—is an absolute right or 
whether it should be tempered 

by concern for the sensitivities of 
religious groups. 


The press can also rg 
publish information 4 
about public officials t 


that may include 
details of how 
politicians are funded 
during elections. 
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Propaganda 
i» and censorship 


Even the most democratic governments try to influence public opinion, 
whether by exposing the lies behind false information, censoring 
unwanted views, or deliberately withholding facts from the public. 


Persuading the public 
Governments have always 
been interested in controlling 
information. Doing so enables 
them to justify decisions that 
might otherwise be unpopular 
with the public, such as raising 
taxes or going to war, and to 
reduce the amount of false claims 
that an opposition group might 
make about their policies. They 


Controlling 
public opinion 


When faced with crises, governments 
often do whatever they can to explain 
what is happening, both to their own 
populations and to the world at large. 
Even when a government is not to 
blame for a crisis, it will tend to stress 
its successes in responding to events 
and downplay its failures and so 
could be criticized for not being 
wholly truthful with the public. 
However, governments may also 

lie about events, which can lead them 
to suppress news outlets that may 
contradict their official story. For 
similar reasons, authoritarian regimes 
may permanently control their 
populations’ access to information. 


may also do so to ensure that 
sensitive information conceming 
national security remains secret. 
Historically, governments have 
had two main means of controlling 
information. The first of these is 
propaganda, which is a biased 
form of communication that seeks 
to promote a particular point of 
view by appealing to people’s 
emotions rather than their 
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Propaganda 

All governments try to 
emphasize how effective they 
are. For example, during 
health crises, they tend to 
publicize only their successes 


in responding to protect 
the public. 


rationality. The second method 
is censorship—suppressing 
information that the state 
considers dangerous for the 
public to know (see pp.118-19). 
In recent decades, technology 
has made it much more difficult 
for governments to use these 
tools. In particular, the Internet 
has enabled people to fact-check 
government statements and to 


29 


Scapegoating 
When an authoritarian 
regime causes a crisis, it may 
blame foreign governments 
for the situation and may 
arrest any of its citizens who 
question its version 
of events. 


source a variety of alternative 
points of view. For this reason, 

the Internet is either banned or 
severely restricted in countries that 
are dominated by a single political 
party, such as China, North Korea, 
and Iran (see pp.74—75). In these 
countries, posters and films of 
party leaders still play a dominant 
role in political life, encouraging 
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anyone can post anything they 9 
want on the Internet, governments CASE STUDY 
have an interest in ensuring that 
fake news is kept to a minimum. ea eed cseit ead 
In particular, they invest a lot of n Noi rea, the only news 
money in technologies that can outlets that are available to the / 
; ; public are state-run news agencies, 
filter Internet service providers and these spend a large portion 
that are known to be used by of their resources promoting the 


criminal organizations or political 


extremists (see pp.182—83). 


personality cults that might be Most governments monitor 
undermined if the public had full social media platforms, fining 
access to the Internet. operators who contravene national 
laws. Some may also attempt to 
Controlling the Internet suppress views considered to be 
Although censorship is a key too controversial. In this sense, 
feature of one-party states, it still few countries in the world can be 
plays a vital role in democratic said to offer totally unregulated 
countries. Because, in principle, access to the Internet. 
(- = > 
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Censorship Shutdown 
Most governments censor Authoritarian regimes often 
the Internet to some extent, shut down the Internet to 
though they may not disclose silence protest groups. Iran, 
what is blocked. China has a Cuba, Chad, Kazakhstan, 
highly sophisticated censorship Jordan, and Myanmar are 
system that can filter search among the many countries 
‘terms and block dissent. that have done so recently. 


Kim dynasty, which has ruled 

the country since 1948. Between 
2004 and 2008, cellular devices 
were completely banned, and since 
then, only a small elite has had 

3G cellular access. High-ranking 
officials have limited access to the 
Internet, and use of the country’s 
intranet is carefully monitored. 
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67% 


of Internet users 
live in countries 
in which 
criticism of the 
government is 
censored. 


Freedom House report (2016) 


Social media and 
1»! misinformation 


Because it is largely unregulated, social media can be a minefield 
of misinformation and fake news. At its worst, it can create isolated 
communities that rely on biased newsfeeds for information. 


Misinformation 
According to a 2021 survey from 
think tank the Pew Research 
Center, more than half (53 percent) 
of US adults claimed to access 
news stories through social media. 
The same survey shows that using 
social media as a source of news 
is most popular with younger age 
groups, suggesting that this trend 
will increase. At the same time, 
social media has proven to be a 
major conduit for misinformation— 
both unintentional and intentional. 
Unintentional misinformation 
arises when news stories on social 
media originate from a single 
source, with no form of fact- 


checking or corroboration. There 
are also individuals, agencies, and 
organizations who are thought to 
intentionally distribute inaccurate 
information in a bid to sway 
opinions and outcomes. Examples 
such as the Cambridge Analytica 
scandal (see pp.114—15) show 

that people’s online profiles and 
behaviors can be tracked in order to 
develop effective psychological 
targeting that can influence their 
attitudes and decision making. 


Polarization 

Research has shown that articles 
containing misinformation are also 
among the most viral. In other 


There are numerous forms of misinformation, most of which are designed 
to deceive the reader into believing something that may not be true. 


> False connection is when 
headlines or imagery do not 
support the content of the piece. 

> False context is when genuine 
content is shared with false 
contextual information. 


> Manipulated content is when 
genuine information or imagery is 
manipulated in order to deceive. 

> Satire or parody is when 
information is meant as a joke but 
still has the potential to fool those 
who do not recognize it as such. 


> Misleading content is when 
information is used in a misleading 
way to frame an issue or individual. 

> Imposter content is when 
genuine sources are impersonated, 
so that, for example, a web page 
pretends to be the official 
representation of an agency or 
individual, when in fact it is not. 

> Fabricated content is new 
content that is entirely false and 
purposefully designed to deceive 
and do harm. 


words, fake news spreads faster 
than the truth: the more outrageous 
the content, the more people are 
thought to share it. 

Social media users tend to 
engage with other users who have 
similar views: conservatives tend 
to interact with other conservatives, 
and liberals with other liberals. 
This is reinforced by social media 
platforms' algorithms, which link 
users of similar beliefs, creating 

“filter bubbles." In this way, social 
media can polarize the electorate 
and undermine debate. 

Social media platforms have been 
slow to confront misinformation. 
One reason is that there is so much 
content that it has become almost 
impossible to police it all. Critics 
also highlight that these platforms 
depend on continued use and that 
misinformation gets “clicks.” 


Filter bubbles 


Algorithms devised by social media 
platforms dictate the newsfeeds and 
search results presented to online 
users. By determining which content 
a.user is more likely to engage with, 
the platform filters out any news that 
might present an opposing point of 
view or issues in which a user has 
not shown any previous interest. As 
a result, the information to which the 
user is exposed is significantly biased. 
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News stories 


Once a news story is published 
online, it is picked up and filtered 
according to various algorithms 
employed by search engines and 
social media feeds. 


Feedback 


The algorithm learns and 
adapts to an individual user's 


These are mathematical sets of 


—r— 
=S==>= i y rules that assess data based on a online behavior and makes any 
user's personal preferences and necessary adjustments. 
revious en, ment online. 
Rejected stories P id 
If a story does not fit a user's 


profile—as determined by 
the algorithm—it 

is rejected and not 
displayed on any 
of that person’s 
online feeds. 


Every story a user shares with 
friends shapes the “filter 
bubble” of that particular 


Rights 


Rights are understood to be those things that people are morally or legally 

entitled to have or to do. Among these are the right to life, the right to vote, and 
the right to work. Some question whether rights really exist, given that they are 
not universally applied and are often violated. Yet the idea of rights is fundamental 
to the way people live—shaping our laws, our governments, and our perceptions 
of morality while also helping protect freedoms. 


The evolution of rights 


The idea that people are entitled to basic rights that 
are not dependent on the law, customs, or government 
emerged during the Enlightenment (see p.17), which 
inspired revolutions in both the US and France. Over 
time, this notion of universal rights has spread around 
the world, transforming the relationship between 
governments and individuals. 


Enlightenment thinkers 


Thinkers such as Thomas Hobbes and John 
Locke (see pp.12-13) conceived of natural 
rights that are not dependent on the laws 
or customs of a particular culture but are 
considered universal and inalienable. 


The ancient Greeks 


Philosophers in ancient Greece 
had rudimentary ideas about 
rights— particularly those linked 
to the idea that all humans are 
subject to a basic law of nature. 


The US Constitution 
The US Constitution (1787) was 
influential on the matter of human 
rights. The first 10 amendments 

spell out Americans’ rights in 
relation to their government. 


“Peace can only last 
e human rights 
respected... and 
where individuals 
and nations are free.” 


Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama, Nobel Peace Prize 
acceptance speech (1989) 


The French Revolution 


The revolution in France led to the 
drafting of the Declaration of the Rights 
of the Man and of the Citizen in 1789. 
The document defined the new 
republic as a nation of free individuals 
protected equally by the law. 
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Following World War II and regardless of “nationality, place 
the horrors of the Holocaust, of residence, gender, national 
world governments met in or ethnic origin, color, religion, 
1948 to adopt the Universal language, or any other status.” 


Declaration of Human Rights Although not legally binding, 
(UDHR), which enshrined the the declaration’s contents 
rights of all human beings. have been incorporated into 
The declaration consists of 30 subsequent international 
articles detailing individuals’ treaties, national constitutions, 
basic rights and freedoms, and legal codes. 


The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 
The UDHR of 1948 committed 
nations to recognize all humans 
as being “born free and equal 
in dignity and rights.” 


sy 


As new Feet emerge, (ae ae ngon 
rights continues to evolve—for example, 
around how social media impinges on 
rights to privacy and how climate change 
affects the rights of future generations. 
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Human, moral, 
i» and legal rights 


Rights can be categorized in different ways: there are significant 
distinctions to be made between human, moral, and legal rights, 
which differ according to their aims and their impact. 


Types of rights 
Human rights are thought of as universal rights 
inherent to all human beings, irrespective of race, 
nationality, sex, religion, or any other distinguishing 
characteristic. These rights are inalienable, meaning 
they cannot be taken away from people by governments. 
Legal rights are rights that are granted by the state 
to its citizens. They are recognized and protected by 
the law. Legal rights can be repealed or removed by 
governments. They are not universal; instead, they 
vary across countries and can change over time. 
There are penalties for violations of legal rights. 
Moral rights are awarded to people according to 
an ethical or moral code. They are based on notions 
of what is right and correct. Like human rights, moral 
rights are considered universal and timeless. They 
are thought to be morally correct for the common good 
of humanity and so are not determined by the state. 
However, there is no penalty for moral rights violations. 
Why is it necessary to consider these different types 
of rights? Some people argue that only legal rights 
matter, as these are enshrined in law and there is 


Legal or moral? 


There are many instances where legal and moral rights 
overlap. For example, a person’s right to life is considered 
both a moral and a legal right, just as murder is both 
morally wrong and illegal. However, there are instances 
when moral and legal rights differ. If someone 
falls into a lake and is drowning, most people © 
would expect a passerby to try to rescue that 
individual; however, the right to be saved is 
not always an enforceable right. 


some punishment for violating them. Others disagree, 
arguing that moral rights are just as important. For 
example, under South Africa's system of apartheid, 
among many other forms of discrimination, Black 
South Africans were not allowed to vote, and so they 
had no legal right to full political participation. 


LEGAL RIGHT 
In most countries, 
there is no legal right 
to be rescued. If a person 
fails to rescue another 
person, they will not 
be prosecuted. 


However, there was international recognition of Black 
South Africans’ moral right to political participation, 
and the apartheid laws were viewed as morally wrong. 
Opposition to apartheid arose because it violated the 
moral rights of Black South African people rather than 
their legal rights. 

This example demonstrates why human rights 
cannot be exclusively reduced to legal rights—it would 
prevent people from condemning unjust systems from 
a rights perspective. Instead, human rights can be 
considered to be both moral and legal rights. The 
legitimacy of human rights comes because they are 
moral rights, but their practical use depends on their 
being developed into legal rights. 
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> Universality means something that is true for all 
individuals, regardless of culture, sex, race, religion, 
or any other distinguishing feature. 

> Morality refers to a system of values and principles of 
conduct. These principles establish the extent to which 
an action is right or wrong and distinguish between 
good and bad behavior. 

> Legality refers to whether an action, agreement, or 
contract is consistent with the law—in other words, 
whether it is legal or illegal. 


MORAL RIGHT 
Most people would 
agree, however, that 
there is a moral right to 
be rescued—a passerby 
should try to save a 
drowning person. 


Some countries have 
introduced “duty to 
rescue” laws stating that 
people must give 
reasonable assistance 
to those in peril. 


Negative and 
i») positive rights 


Some rights impose an obligation on others. Negative rights oblige 
others (or the state) to refrain from certain actions, while positive 
rights oblige others (or the state) to perform certain actions. 


Action and inaction 

An example of a negative right that a government 
might infringe on is the right of an individual not 
to be imprisoned without a fair trial. Likewise, an 
individual's positive right might be violated if a 


government failed to provide them with health care, Negative rights and obligations 

social services, or education. In these cases, the A person's negative right is the right not to be subjected 

person's rights are violated by government action to certain actions by the government. Therefore, a 

and inaction, respectively. person’s negative rights oblige the state not to interfere 
The differences between such action and inaction in that person's life. 


have been used to categorize different kinds of rights. 
A negative right is a person's right not to be subjected 
to certain actions by others or the state. A positive 
tight is a person's right to be provided with 
something through the action of others or the state. — ; ae 
Negative rights are typically those that are linked " 

to people's political and civil rights, such as freedom U 

of speech; positive rights are generally economic or 
social rights, such as the right to health care. The 
constitutions of liberal democracies usually provide 
protection for negative rights, but not necessarily for 
positive rights—although these are often protected by 
specific laws, particularly in countries that have 
welfare states. 

Critics argue that the distinction between negative 
and positive rights is often artificial and arbitrary. For 
example, the right to own private property is typically 
defined as a negative right (people have the right 
not to be prevented from owning property}, but this 
negative right must be actively protected by the state. 


Rights and obligations 


NEGATIVE RIGHTS 
A “right” refers to a person's entitlement to have or do Ifa abipehiita to pie 
something, while the “obligation” is what must be done for pusnescatvep daring 
that right to be realized. Sometimes the obligation to fulfill have the right to produce and 
one person's rights may interfere with the rights of another. sell oranges to whomever they 


choose, without interference. 


Ter 
fue 


OBLIGATIONS 
The obligation on the part 
of the government would 
be to leave that person to 
produce oranges and let 
them do whatever they 
choose with the fruit. 


‘A nents 


in nrebaibh to the 


opligabon ix 


Simone Weil, French philosopher, L'Enracinement (1949) 
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The concept of positive and negative rights is often confused 
with those of positive and negative liberty proposed by British 
philosopher Isaiah Berlin (1909-1997). Negative liberty is similar to 


the concept of negative rights in that both refer to freedom from 
external interference. However, positive rights and positive liberty 
are very different: a positive right is the right to something, while 
positive liberty refers to a person's freedom to act on their free will. 


Positive rights and obligations 

A person's positive right is the right to be provided with 
particular goods or services. It places an obligation on 
the government to act to provide its citizens with these 


goods or services. 


POSITIVE RIGHTS 
A person's positive rights 
would include the right 
not to go hungry, which 
means that they should 
receive—or have access 
to—food. 


OBLIGATIONS 
The obligation on the 
part of the government 
to meet this right would 
be to provide the person 
with necessary food or 
access to it 


Conflicts 


By protecting one person's positive rights, the state could 
infringe on the negative rights of someone else. Similarly, 
by respecting the negative rights of a person, the state 
may violate the negative rights of another. Hence, 
conflicts between sets of rights can arise. 


COMPETING RIGHTS 
For the government to 
safeguard the positive rights of 
a hungry person, it may take 
oranges that another person 
has grown, violating their 
negative rights. 


p 


The citizens’ 
i») right to vote 


A defining feature of democracies is that all adult citizens have the right 
to vote for their political representatives. However, in most countries, this 
right was only won after long struggles to overcome voting restrictions. 


Universal suffrage In most countries today, all adults was not always the case, Until 
The right of all adult citizens to over a certain age can vote in relatively recently, many countries 
vote in elections, or “universal elections for their chosen political had restrictions in place on who 
suffrage,” isa fundamental feature representatives, and so they have could vote. Barriers to voting have 
of democratic systems. Free and a say in how they are governed. been based on gender, religion, 
fair elections with good voter Although universal suffrage race and ethnicity, land and 
participation ensure genuine is now considered essential to property ownership, and the 
competition for power in society. a functioning democracy, this regions in which people lived. 


CASE STUDY 


Chartism was a British working- 


First to vote y 
The emergence of 

democracy in the US and 

Western Europe initially 


class movement that arose in bes po Me spat Fie ee 
1838, at a time when voting was even se iis ah Ww 
restricted to land- and property- BE Peracess Men Wwno 


owning elites. A key aim of the owned land or property. 
movement was to extend voting 
rights to all men. The Chartists 
organized mass protests and 
presented petitions to parliament. 
These petitions were rejected, and 
the movement failed to achieve its 
aims. However, fear of social unrest 
led the government to reform the 
voting laws several decades later. 


These restrictions ensured that 
political power remained in the 
hands of the most privileged. 


Fighting for voting rights 
Universal suffrage was won on 
several fronts. In the 18th and 
19th centuries, working-class 
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movements sought to ensure that 
all citizens, irrespective of their 
ethnic background, could vote in 
elections. In many former European 
colonies, the struggle for voting 
Tights was tied to independence 
movements, and so countries such 
as India adopted universal suffrage 


This typically involves trying to 
make it harder for people from 
these groups to vote, sometimes 
by requiring them to carry forms 
of identification that they may 
not be able to afford. 


movements, such as Chartism on achieving independence. 
(see opposite), campaigned to Although many democracies 
enable all men to vote, not just now have universal 
men from the upper classes. During suffrage, attempts to 
the same period, movements to Testrict voting among 
enable women to vote also gained certain groups persist. Se 
momentum (see pp.130-—31). 
In the 20th century, civil rights 
Yor, we 
Government 
force: 
I, consent. 


Gaining the 
right to vote 


The right to vote was won by different 
social groups at different times, often 
after long campaigns to have their voices 
heard. Such movements have been vital 
in overcoming voter restrictions based 
on wealth and class, on gender, and on 
race and ethnicity. Removing these 
restrictions began in the US and Western 
Europe at the end of the 19th century and 
continued throughout the 20th century. 


Emmeline Pankhurst, British political activist (1913) 


Lifting 
race restrictions 
Indigenous Australians 
gained voting rights in 1962, and 

racial discrimination in voting was 
outlawed in the US in 1965. In South 
Africa, Black people were prohibited 
from voting until 1994. 


i») Women’s rights 


Over the past two centuries, people around the world have called for 
equal rights for women on issues such as access to education, voting, 


property ownership, and reproductive health. 


The denial of rights argued that women deserved 

In the late 18th century, the issue of the same basic rights as men and 
women’s rights was beginning to that treating women as property 
receive public attention. According undercut the moral foundation of 


society. Wollstonecraft’s argument 
focused on education; she claimed 
that women were only seen as 


to the law in Britain at the time, 
a married woman had no right to 
own property or money, no right 


to vote, and no rights to her children. inferior to men because they did 
In 1792, English author Mary not have the same educational 
Wollstonecraft wrote A Vindication opportunities. Her book had 

of the Rights of Woman—one ofthe a significant 


earliest feminist works. In it, she impact on 


Women's unequal rights 


Inequalities between women and men can be seen 


in many aspects of social and political life, in both ; Wome: ‘ 

private and public spheres. This includes women who 4 to isle bili the right 

experience domestic violence, are denied the same the early 20th Biome iges | until 

education and job opportunities as men, and lack are still some bis ury. There 

sufficient political representation. While movements women find it di ane 
: Vote. 


for women’s rights have brought progress, some 
inequalities do still persist. 


ightto education — 
telict were denied ee 
to education in most soci 
until the 19th century. i 1 
countries today, girls sti 
limited access to learning. 


Tight to vote 


_ Until the 19th century, most 


advocates for women’s rights in the 
19th century and on the suffragist 
movement globally. 

Writing around the same time in 
France, activist Olympe de Gouges 
(1748-1793) published Declaration 
of the Rights of Woman and of the 
Female Citizen (1791), asserting 
that women are equal to men and 
therefore entitled to the same 
rights. She was later executed 

—— for her beliefs. 


The right to own property 


“women were not allowed 
to own property. Today, 
property laws in some countries 
__ still discriminate against women. 
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Struggle for rights 
Progress was slow in the move 
toward rights for women. In 
Britain, it was not until 1870 that 
married women were legally 
allowed to keep the money that 
they earned and to own property. 
Across much of Europe and in 
North America, it was only after 
the suffragist movement in the 
early 20th century that women 
gained the right to vote. 

The post-World War I era saw 
the emergence of the Women's 
Liberation Movement and the 
feminist movement (see pp.62—63), 
which led to a broader recognition 


& 


Political representation 

The first female head of state 
was elected in 1960 in Sri Lanka. 
Men still dominate politics, 
however, leading to laws and 
policies skewed against women. 


of women's rights. As a result, 

the UN and other global agencies 
began to promote gender equality, 
and some nations changed their 
laws. However, the struggle 
continues in some countries, with 
women still being denied many of 
the same rights as men. 


Let us have 
he rights we 
deserve.” 


Alice Paul, suffragist who helped 
secure the vote for women in the US 
(c.1917) 


Reproductive rights 
Opposition to women’s 
reproductive rights is common 
in certain societies—with some 
religions prohibiting family 
planning and abortion. 


domestic violence 


The right to protection from 


Many women continue to face 
high levels of physical, emotional, 
and sexual abuse at home, 
despite most countries having 
laws against domestic violence. 


While significant progress has been 
made on women's rights since the 
1960s, there has been a growing 
backlash in recent years linked to 
the rise of right-wing populist 
governments around the world. 


There has been a focus on women’s 
reproductive rights, with countries 
such as Poland introducing laws 

to make abortion illegal. This 
backwards step has also seen efforts 
to narrow the definition of domestic 
violence and sexual abuse and to 
block laws promoting equal pay. 


bee; | laws have 
secu or! ‘wide to 
on v there are gym” 
NCEs in many nations 


J 
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Justice, identity, 
and inclusion 


Justice refers to the notion that people get what they deserve. It is closely connected 
to identity and inclusion—injustice occurs when people are excluded because of 
their identity. American philosopher John Rawls (1921-2002) proposed an experiment 
known as the “veil of ignorance” in which people were asked to design a new 
society, without knowing their own position in it. He argued that because nobody 
would want to belong to a disadvantaged group, they would create a fair society. 


Equality, equity, justice 


The concepts of equality, equity, and justice can 
broadly be seen as ways of trying to address an 
underlying inequality. Inequality in this context 
refers to people having unequal access to resources 
and opportunities in societies—often because the 
system is devised in a way to privilege some and 
disadvantage others. One response is to promote 
equality—by distributing tools and assistance 
evenly across society. Another is to focus on 
equity, which recognizes that people have 
different needs and provides them with support. 
Justice focuses on addressing the underlying 
source of the inequality to promote a fair society 
in which people have equal access to resources 
and opportunities. 


Justice first virtue Inequality 
social institutions, as truth hl SRE HOLES a 
systems of thought. “pan aces but others cannot 


John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (1971) without assistance, or even at all. 


Justice, identity, and inclusion 
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Acommon injustice is excluding people from opportunities 


because of their identity. There has been growing attention 

to promoting diversity and inclusion across society. Diversity 
acknowledges all the ways in which people are different, and 
inclusion ensures that everyone's thoughts and perspectives 
are valued. Promoting diversity and inclusion means 
empowering people by respecting and appreciating what 
makes them different, such as their age, gender, ethnicity, 
religion, disability, or sexual orientation. It involves a shift away 
from treating some identities as “normal”, celebrating people's 
differences by ensuring equal access to opportunities for all. 


of Fortune 500 
CEOs are white males. 


Richard Zweigenhaft, American writer, Fortune 500 CEOs, 
2000-2020: Still Male, Still White (2020) 


Equity 
Recognizing that people have 
different needs, equity provides them 
with the necessary tools to ensure 
they can access resources 
and opportunities. 


uP 
ro 


Justice 
This refers to fixing the system 
to remove the source of the 
inequality so that everyone can 
gain access to resources 
and opportunities. 


s»!) Classism 


Discrimination based on social status, otherwise known as 
“classism,” perpetuates inequalities in society and reduces the 


opportunities available for those from lower-class backgrounds. 


Hierarchies 

Social class refers to the hierarchical 
distinctions between individuals 

or groups in society. For much of 
human history, many societies 
existed with essentially two classes: 
those who owned land and those 
who worked for the landowners. 

In medieval Europe, this gave rise 
to manorialism (see below). More 
complex systems developed in other 
regions: India, for example, has one 
of the oldest class systems. This is 
based on lineage, with the priestly 
Brahman class, or caste, at the top; 
the Vaisya caste of artisans, 
farmers, and merchants in the 
middle; and a lower class of 
laborers. Below all of these are 

the “Dalits,” who are restricted to 
occupations considered unclean by 
the religious establishment. 


WZ neptoKnow 


> Manorialism was a hierarchical 
system that flourished in medieval 
Europe. The “manor-owning” 
nobility owned the land and 
leased it to peasants in return 
for their labor. 

> The Industrial Revolution 
of the 18th and 19th centuries 
transformed the agricultural 
societies of Europe and North 
America into mass-market 
industrial economies. 

> Social mobility refers to the 
ability of people to move up 
in the social hierarchy. 


The term “social class" arose in 
19th-century Europe, following the 
reorganization of society brought 
about by the Industrial Revolution. 
This period saw the emergence 

of a “middle class,” who was 

able to indulge in the kinds of 
education and cultural activities 
once restricted to the landowners. 


Discrimination 

Classism is a form of discrimination 

based on treating people differently 

because of their social class. This 

and include unconscious bias. 

It can also be structural—a part of 

a system of policies and practices 

that are set up to benefit the 

upper classes at the expense of the 

lower classes. This might include 

a lack of access to the best schools 

and universities for those from 

the lower classes. This, in turn, 

limits employment opportunities, 

resulting in income inequalities. 
Left-wing ideologies, such as 

socialism and communism, have 

traditionally focused on the need 


Class structures 


Most societies have some form of 
class structure. Generally, there are 
three social classes: an upper class 
of wealthy landowners or aristocrats, 
a middle class of professionals and 
business people, and a lower class 
of low-income workers. 


to eliminate class inequalities. 7 
Right-wing ideologies, such ee 
as conservatism, emphasize — 
ar . | Fa 
the need to maintain social @®@ 
order, which often tends S 


to reinforce classism. = 
bed 
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Middle class 

The broadest of 

the three classes 

includes a range of 

low- to high-paid 

professionals, 

most of whom 

have earned a 

university degree. 


Se ae lee a 


—® 
-@e eo Upper class 

Ny The upper class is the group at the 
top of the social hierarchy. In some 

societies, it includes anyone who 
has a substantial amount of 
wealth; in others, it consists only 
of people who are born into 
aristocratic families. 


Social mobility 


In socially mobile societies, 
people born into low-income 
families have opportunities 
to find well-paid jobs. In less 
socially mobile societies, a 
person’s birth determines 
their path in life. 


People belonging to the lower class 
tend to be employed in low-paying & 
jobs that offer little economic security. 


Slavery 


Slavery refers to the condition in which people are owned 
by others and denied basic rights and freedoms. Although 
it is now illegal, slavery still persists in many forms. 


METHODS 


Legacy of suffering 

Slavery is the ownership of one 
human being by another—a 
relationship in which the enslaved 
person is forced to do unpaid work 
for their enslaver. It has a long 
history and played a key role in 
building the empires of ancient 
Egypt, Greece, and Rome. It was 
common in Islamic societies from 
the time of the Prophet Muhammad 
onward and existed in many 

early kingdoms in Africa. Some 
enslaved people were prisoners 

of war or the offspring of enslaved 
people, while others had been 
kidnapped in slave raids or 

sold into servitude by families 

to settle debts. 

However, slavery is most widely 
associated with the transatlantic 
slave trade that existed between 
the 16th and 19th centuries. During 
that time, between 10 and 12 million 
Black Africans were transported by 
European colonial powers to the 


It took nearly 200 years for slavery to be abolished worldwide. 


> The transatlantic slave trade 
was eventually brought to an end 
by a movement that began in the 
late 18th century, with Quakers 
questioning the morality of slavery. 


> The Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) 


saw enslaved people overthrow 
their enslavers in the French colony, 
creating an independent state. 


OF CONTROL 


Repeated violence, or 
the threat of violence. 
Financial control, such as debt 
bondage or preventing access to money. 
Emotional manipulation by making the 
victim feel responsible for their situation. 
Control of drugs on which the victim 
may be made dependent. 
Social isolation by restricting the 
victim's contact with others. 


Americas to work on plantations 
or in private households. When 
enslaved people arrived, the 
colonists, who included French, 
Portuguese, Spanish, British, 
Danish, and Dutch administrators, 
shipped sugar, tobacco, and other 
goods back to Europe. In return, 
they sold arms, textiles, and alcohol 
to people in their new colonies. 
Those Black Africans forced into 
slavery faced horrific conditions, 
and many died during the journey 


to the Americas. The loss of so 
many people, together with the 
violence that accompanied slave 
raids, weakened African 
societies. Although 

slavery was abolished 

in the late 19th century, 

a major legacy has 

been the racism that 

people of African 


descent continue to face 
worldwide, particularly 
in multiracial countries. 


Modern slavery 


Despite the abolition of slavery, 
there are millions around the world 
today trapped in what amounts to 

a modern form of slavery. This takes 
numerous forms, including unpaid 
labor, domestic servitude, and sexual 
exploitation. Perpetrators of modern 
slavery use various means to control 
and exploit their victims—who are 
often women and children. 


> The American Civil War (1861-1865) 
was fought when the Southern states 
moved to leave the Union because of 
the North's anti-slavery stance. 

> Slavery was prohibited in the US 
in 1865 and abolished in Latin 
America in 1888. In 1948, slavery 
was outlawed in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 


roummeaSsaey 130/139 D) 


40m 


people are 
estimated to 
be trapped ina 
form of slavery. 


www.antislavery.org, “What is 
modern slavery?” 


Racism and 
>! anti-racism 


Racism is discrimination against people on the basis of their race 
or ethnicity. Anti-racism seeks to end racism and to ensure that 
people of all races and ethnicities are treated equally. 


Inventing inequality 
Racism is a form of tribalism that 


has existed in societies around the 


world for millennia. However, in 
recent centuries, it has become 
most associated with the period 
of European colonial rule, which 
lasted from the beginning of the 
16th century until the mid-20th 
century (see pp.172—73). During 
that time, a host of European 
nations justified establishing 


colonies in Africa, Asia, Australia, 


and the Americas on the basis of the 


racist idea that white people were 
superior to the Indigenous people 
whom they subjugated. Although 
most of these colonies have since 
gained independence, notions of 
white supremacy still persist, 

and the histories of non-Westen 


societies are often viewed through 


a European lens. Such histories 
tend to focus on the supposed. 


improvements that Europeans 

made to those societies and 

ignore their pre-colonial pasts. 
There are two principal forms 

of racism. Individual racism is a 

personal attitude of superiority that 

one person might have over another 

on the basis of their ethnicity. 

More pervasive is structural, or 

institutional, racism, whereby a 

society's institutions, such as its 

judicial system or police forces, 


Structural racism 


Structural, or institutional, racism is a form of prejudice that 

is embedded in social systems and is maintained by laws that 
are implemented by state authorities. For instance, in a white- 
dominated society, structures may deny basic rights and 
opportunities to people of color in a range of areas. 


@. UNDERRESOURCED 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
Structural racism can result 

in neighborhoods with residents of 

color receiving less investment than 
other neighborhoods. This 

perpetuates inequalities in housing, 
education, and health care. 


dé. DISCRIMINATION 
BY LANDLORDS 
Prejudiced landlords 

can prevent specific racial and 

ethnic groups from accessing 

housing. This can lead to the 

segregation of ethnic minorities 

into particular geographical areas. 


© UNFAIR PAY AND 

[) work prospects 
Racism can affect people's 

salaries and career progression. 

People of color are often paid less 

than their white counterparts for 

doing the same work or may be 

overlooked for promotion. 


© DISCRIMINATION 
BY SOME EMPLOYERS 
Even with the appropriate 
qualifications, people of color 
may find it hard to find employment 
due to racist prejudice by employers 
and remain underemployed or 
unemployed for this reason. 


LIMITED EDUCATIONAL 
. OPPORTUNITIES 

Ld Systemic racism in the 
education system can lead to 
children from particular racial and 
ethnic groups facing more limited 
education policies. This, in turn, can 
affect their opportunities in life. 


are structured in ways that favor 
one ethnic group over another. 
Structural racism can involve the 
denial of basic rights to certain 
ethnic groups, such as when Black 
South Africans were segregated 
under the apartheid regime in the 
20th century. It can also lead to 
genocide, as it did in Nazi Germany, 
when 6 million Jews, and many 
Slavic, Roma, and Sinti people, 
were killed in the Holocaust during 
World War II (see pp.46—47). 


Fighting racism 
Anti-racism is a movement that 
seeks to identify and oppose racism 
in all of its forms. It has its roots in 
the decolonization and civil rights 
movements of the 20th century 


~~)” HARSHER SENTENCI 


~~» « People of color often receive 
harsher sentences than white 


people. This goes against the 
principle that all people shoul 


treated equally under the law. 


~ UNFAIR LEGAL PROCESSES 
~~» Legal processes in some 
countries are often biased 
against particular racial and ethnic 
groups. This can occur throughout 
the legal system, including whether 
cases are heard in court, access to 
legal services, and court decisions. 


CRIMINALIZATION 


than white people. 


Ss 


People of color can face a 

greater risk of being targeted, 
profiled, fined, arrested, harassed, 
and incarcerated for minor offenses 
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Racism and anti-racism 


and is inspired by thinkers such as 
WEB. Du Bois (1868-1963), Frantz 
Fanon (1925-1961), and Martin Luther 
King Jr. (1929-1968). One of its most 
recent manifestations is the Black 
Lives Matter movement (see box). 


“In a racist 
society, it is 
not enough to 
be non-racist... 
we must be 
anti-racist.” 


Attributed to Angela Davis, American 
political activist (b.1944) 


ING RACISM IN HEALTH CARE 
Studies show that people of 
color are impacted to a far 

greater extent by health issues than 

white people. They are also more 
likely to be misdiagnosed by health 
professionals and experience higher 
mortality rates. 


Id be 


POLICE VIOLENCE 
~~ = In many countries, people 
of color are often subjected 
to disproportionate amounts of 
police violence, Statistically, they 
face a higher risk of being killed 
by police actions. 


—e— 


RACIAL PROFILING 
se Due to racial profiling— 

suspecting individuals of 
criminal behavior based on their 
ethnicity—the police are more likely 
to stop and search a person of color 
than a white person. This undermines 
that person's civil liberties. 
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Black Lives Matter (BLM) is a 
movement that formed in the US 
in 2013 in protest against the unfair 
treatment of Black people by the 
US courts and police forces. It 
began when a jury acquitted the 
killer of Black teenager Trayvon 
Martin, who was shot after being 
racially profiled in Florida. The 
murder of George Floyd, a Black 
man, in Minneapolis in 2020 by 

a white police officer led to huge 
protests in the US and globally. 
Around 20 million Americans took 
part in BLM protests during 2020, 
making it one of the largest protest 
movements in US history. 


~. NEGATIVE MEDIA 
STEREOTYPING 
People of color are 
often subjected to negative 
stereotyping by the media, from 
films to the news. This in turn 
fosters greater prejudice against 
these groups across society. 


People of color are often 
poorly represented politically. 
This means that political processes 
may not meet their needs and may 
even perpetuate racist policies. 


) The patriarchy 


Male-dominated societies are often referred to as patriarchal. Feminists 
have adopted the term patriarchy to refer to the social structures and 
practices that reinforce male domination and the oppression of women. 


Women as the “Other” to benefit at the expense of philosopher Simone de Beauvoir 
Traditionally, the term patriarchy women—at home, at work, and in explained, men are seen as the 
(from the Greek word for “rule culture, religion, and government. norm in society and therefore as 

of the father”) has been used to The concept of the patriarchy superior, while women are treated 
describe a hierarchical political rejects biological determinism. as the “Other” and hence as inferior. 


system in which men hold most of Instead, feminists argue that 

or all the power. Feminists have women are ascribed roles based Perpetuating patriarchy 
expanded this definition, applying not on biological differences buton Society tends to condition children 
it to the structures and power attitudes and structures that view to believe in male dominance from 
relations in society that serve women as lesser beings. As French a young age, through expectations 


Structures of oppression 


The patriarchy, in feminist terms, refers to an 
interconnected set of structures—evident in 
institutions and practices at all levels of society— 
that enable men to oppress women. British 
sociologist Sylvia Walby (1953-) argues that the 
patriarchy operates through six such structures. 


DOMESTIC 
LABOR 


Women do far more 
unpaid work than men, in é 


the form of housework and 
childcare. In 2020, a UN report 
showed that women's share of 

domestic work increased 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


CULTURE 


Cultural institutions such 
as the media, education, and 
religion reinforce stereotypes 
in their portrayals of how 
women should look and 
behave and what 
embodies “femininity.” 


SEXUALITY 


According to Walby, 
different rules still apply to 
men and women regarding 

sexual behavior. Women are 

condemned for sexual 
activity, whereas men 
are celebrated for it. 


of how girls and boys should behave 
and the jobs they should do, such 
as nursing or firefighting. Political 
and legal institutions reinforce these 
patriarchal views—from laws that 
favor men to those that undermine 
women’s reproductive rights—as 
can religious practices and societal 
attitudes more broadly. Feminists 
argue that these serve to control 
women by setting norms of how 
they should behave, shaming those 
who do not conform, and that only 
by overturning such structures will 
women have equal opportunities. 


THE STATE 


Many states inherently 
subdue women through 
policies and laws. Despite 
some gains—such as women 
being able to vote—politics 
continues to serve and be 
dominated by men. 
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| Inher book invisible Women: Exposing 
Data Bias in a World Designed for 
Men (2019), British writer and feminist 
campaigner Caroline Criado Perez 
(1984-) shows how gender bias 

in data collection reproduces 
outcomes that privilege men and 
discriminate against women. Modern 
societies increasingly rely on data 

to make important decisions—yet 
much of these data fail to account for 
women. The gender data gap affects 


_AWORLD DESIGNED FOR MEN 


a range of areas, including government 
policy, workplaces, the media, and 
urban planning, and often results in 
laws, technologies, infrastructure, 
and even medical treatments 

that are biased. For example, 
women are 50 percent more likely 
to be misdiagnosed when having 

a heart attack: although men and 
women may experience different 
symptoms, those common among 
men are treated as typical. 


Violence against 
women may not be random 
or individual; rather, it could 

be a systematic form of 
male control. Such violence 
remains pervasive around 
the world. 


“Peace in 
patriarchy is 
war against 

women.” 


Maria Miles, feminist scholar, 
atriarchy and ie 


Accumulation 
a World Scale (1986) 


Women suffer from 
discriminatory pay and 
unfair treatment and do more 
part-time work than their male 
counterparts. They also 
often face poorer n 

job security and 
opportunities. 


LGBTQ:+ rights 


Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTO+) movements 
exist to defend people who face discrimination because of their sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 


The fight for LGBTQ+ rights 
While many countries have included legislation 
protecting the rights of LGBTQ+ people, other nations 
have laws that discriminate against them. These range 
from not recognizing same-sex marriage to imposing 
the death penalty for performing homosexual acts. 
Discrimination based on a person’s sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and/or their gender expression has 
historically been linked to religious condemnation of 
homosexuality. In 1791, France, then in the process 
of revolution, became the first nation to decriminalize 
homosexuality, followed within five years by Monaco, 
the Kingdom of Prussia, Luxembourg, Belgium, and 


Pride is a worldwide annual celebration of LGBTQ+ identity 
that takes place each summer. It commemorates the 
Stonewall riots and promotes the self-affirmation, equality, 
and increased visibility of LGBTQ+ people. Pride events 

are attended by millions globally, although they are met 
with opposition in many places. The worldwide symbol 

of LGBTQ+ Pride is the rainbow flag. The colors represent 
the diversity of the LGBTQ+ community. 


Brazil in 1830. The Ottoman Empire (predecessor 

of Turkey) decriminalized homosexuality in 1858, 

and in 1917, following the Russian Revolution, the 
Bolsheviks declared that “homosexual relationships 
and heterosexual relationships are treated exactly 

the same by the law.” However, in 1933, Joseph Stalin 
recriminalized homosexual activity, with punishments 
of up to five years’ hard labor. 

The modem LGBTQ+ rights movement is widely 
considered to have begun with the 1969 “Stonewall 
riots." Throughout the 1960s, police in the US routinely 
raided and shut down gay bars. In response to a raid 
on New York's Stonewall Inn, members of the gay 


community fought back when the police hecame 
violent. The event inspired a broader global movement 
seeking the decriminalization of homosexuality and 
the acceptance of same-sex partnerships in society, 
along with greater legal protections. 

However, the rise of LGBTQ+ rights has been met 
with a backlash in many countries. This includes 
continued efforts to introduce repressive legislation 
that undermines LGBTQ+ rights. 


Global LGBTQ:+ rights 


Despite more positive attitudes toward issues such 

as same-sex marriage and the rights of LGBTQ+ people, 
public opinion remains sharply divided by country and 
culture. Many LGBTQ+ people feel able to live more openly 
in areas such as Western Europe and the Americas than 
elsewhere but still face hate crimes in these places. 
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NEED TO KNOW 


> Lesbian refers to a woman who has a romantic and/or 
sexual orientation toward women. 


> Gay refers to a man who has a romantic and/or sexual 
orientation toward men; it can also be a generic term for 
lesbian and gay sexual orientation. 


> Bisexual is a term used to describe a romantic and/or 
sexual orientation toward more than one gender. 


> Transgender describes people whose sense of identity 
and gender does not correspond with their birth sex. 


> Queer is an umbrella term for anyone who is non- 
heterosexual and/or whose sense of identity and gender 
does not correspond with their birth sex. 


> Plus (+) signifies all the gender identities and sexual 
orientations that are not covered by “LGBTQ.” 


LGBT rights 
human 
rights. 


www.unfe.org (2021) 


i») Intersectionality 


The term intersectionality describes the ways in which race, 
class, gender, and other personal factors can combine to create 
different kinds of prejudice and privilege in society. 


All inequality is not equal 
Few people would dispute that 
some groups are more privileged 
than others in society. However, 
what is less understood are the 
ways in which people can be 
privileged or disadvantaged by 
such accidental characteristics 

as their gender, class, ethnicity, 
sexuality, age, and ability. For 
example, a white woman may 

be disadvantaged because of her 
gender, but a Black woman may 
be disadvantaged because of her 
gender and her race. Likewise, a 
Black lesbian might experience 
prejudice because of her ethnicity, 
her gender, and her sexual 
orientation. The ways in which 
such factors can create inequality 
is known as intersectionality. 

The word intersectional was 
coined in 1989 by Black American 
legal scholar and specialist in 
race and gender issues Kimberlé 
Crenshaw. She argued that the 


Where patriarchy (see pp.142-143) is 
the traditional male authority over 
women, kyriarchy (from the Greek 
kyrios, meaning “lord or master,” and 
archion, meaning “rule”) is a theory 


explaining how each of us, whatever 
our gender, has many privileges that 
we are able to abuse. In this sense, 
patriarchy is a subset of kyriarchy, as 
is heteronormativity, which privileges 
heterosexuality over homosexuality. 


experience of being a Black woman 
could not be understood in terms 
of being Black and being a woman 
independently of each other, but 
that the interactions between the 
two had to be considered. 
Crenshaw drew attention to how 
Black women were treated in the 
US court system: they were viewed 


Class 


People may be 
discriminated against 
because of their social 
class (see pp.136-137). 
Typically, this prejudice 
is directed against those 
from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 


Overlapping 
identities 


Although the origins of 
intersectionality lie with 
issues specifically facing Black 
women, it has since become a 
framework for understanding 
how different aspects of an 
individual's social and political 
identity, far beyond their race 
and gender, can combine 

to create different forms of 
disadvantage and privilege. 


Kyriarchy relates to intersectionality 
because they are both concerned 
with examining overlapping 
systems of characteristics. However, 
kyriarchy is more concerned with 
how power is controlled through 
structures that privilege certain 
qualities (for example maleness, 
whiteness) and vilify and oppress 
those with other qualities (such as 
femaleness or Blackness). 


Religion 
People from 


religious minorities 


may face prejudice 
from individuals as 


well as discriminatory 


laws and policies 
by the state. 


Sexual 
orientation 
The LGBTQ+ 
community still 
faces prejudice 
in many 
countries. 


POLITICAL CHANGE 
Intersectionality 


Age 
Many people are discriminated 
against because of their age. 
Such prejudice can be directed 


as facing either the same issues 
as white women with regard to 


against a range of different their gender or the same issues as 
age groups. Black men with regard to their race. 
22, Crenshaw argued that in doing so, 
Ethnicity the courts ignored the challenges 
People from ethnic specific to Black women as a group. 
minorities frequently 
(Cohen duet tre Promoting inclusivity 
language and culture, Recognition of intersectionality 
or the color of their skin, has been particularly important for 
or other inherited activism and social movements. It 
characteristics. highlights the need for inclusivity 
and fairer representation. For 
example, the feminist agenda has 
traditionally been set by white 
female professionals; intersectional 
Power and feminism means not focusing solely 
marginalization on breaking the glass ceiling for 
Intersectionality looks at women professionals but on 
the multiple ways in which raising the minimum wage 
people can be privileged for poorer working women. 
or disadvantaged. Ability Intersectionality has faced 
Understanding these factors : People with a sharp backlash from many 
enables governments to disabilities are on the right of the political 
ensure that people who are often treated as spectrum, who claim that it 
disadvantaged are given being inferior and indivisiveand peqpatidien 
better opportunities to may also be excluded “an : 
participate on equal terms from jobs that they a victim mentality. However, 
with everyone else are perfectly fit proponents argue that 
in society. to perform. intersectionality sheds greater 
light on the ways in which 
people are either privileged or 


Gender 


Gender inequality persists 
around the world. There 
are still very many areas in 
which women are denied 
the same opportunities 
as men in society. 


discriminated against, depending 
on their particular identities. 


All forms 


intersect 
exacerbate 


Julia Seranoe, American trans activist, “Leftist 
Critiques of Identity Politics,” Medium (2018) 


», Pressure groups 
” and protest 


For some citizens, voting is their only involvement in the political process. 
Others, however, want a deeper engagement and might be looking to influence 
some particular actions or policies of their government. These people might 
work as part of a pressure group or become involved in direct protests. Both of 
these activities are ways that people can participate in the political process 
without having to join a political party. 


How pressure 
groups operate 


A pressure group is an association of individuals 
who are united by a common political cause. The 
aim is literally to put pressure on governments to 
implement particular policies. The group applies 

this pressure from outside rather than seeking 
political power. Tactics can include lobbying officials, 
building public support, and mobilizing protests, \ 
which may be peaceful or involve civil disobedience. —_ 
Some of what are known as “insider groups” 

regularly consult with governments; others, 

known as “outsider groups,” have no official 

influence and may be radical. 


Informing 

the public 
Itis necessary for 
pressure groups to raise | 
Public awareness of 
their particular cause, 


Or causes, and gain 


public support. This 
is an important pillar 
| of any campaign. 


“Never doubt a small 
group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens 
can change the world; 
indeed, it is the only 
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Pressure groups sometimes 
exist within organizations, 
such as trade unions, in which 
membership is restricted by 
profession. Known as “interest 
groups,” these associations 
advocate on behalf of their 
members and do their best 
to draw attention to their 
particular concerns. 


Cause groups 


Some groups campaign on 
specific causes. These range 
from human, Indigenous, and 
disability rights through to 


campaigners against the 
arms trade or to help the 
environment. They champion 
causes, issues, or ideas that 
may not be of direct benefit 
to group members. 


thing that ever has.” 


Attributed to Margaret Mead, British anthropologist 


Lobbying 


Lobbying can be an 
Petitioning ‘ ihe Means of 
_ . influencing politicians 
Petitions are an important (see pp.1 50-51). This ma 
tool that can demonstrate involve writing letters a 
the extent of public arranging meetings with 
Supporttora cause, elected representatiy 
Petitions, traditionally on es. 


Paper, now commonly 
online, are then presented 
to elected representatives. 


i») Lobbying 


Lobbying is a process by which members of the public, whether 
as private individuals or as representatives of organizations, try to 
persuade elected politicians to support their views in government. 


Applying pressure by the UK government by nearly 10 percent. Although 
Lobbying, or exerting influence over governments, corporations can influence governments in this way 

is not anew phenomenon. Taking its name from the perfectly legally, they may also do so in questionable 
hallways, or lobbies, in the UK’s Houses of Parliament, ways, such as by paying politicians to adopt and fight 
where constituents gather to see their Member of for their causes, rewarding them either directly in cash 
Parliament (MP), lobbying is an essential part of the or with offers of well-paid work. 

democratic process. In theory, it is a positive thing, in 
so far as it enables people to inform MPs about their 
concems and provide them with valuable information 
(see pp.148—49). However, it can also be a means 

by which powerful interest groups can influence 
politicians at the expense of the public interest. For 
example, in 2016, following intensive lobbying by the 
plastics industry, targets for plastic recycling were cut 


The lobbying procedure 


Individuals or groups may lobby politicians, although 
larger groups may hire professional lobbyists to work 
on their behalf. Individuals or smaller groups may 
arrange personal meetings with legislators. 


Interest groups 


Lobbying, which usually involves face-to-face 
meetings, is done by many different interest groups 
and individuals. It may be done by political 
groups, such as Greenpeace, or by special-interest 
groups within the private, corporate sector. 
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A lucrative business 

Lobbying is seen as an integral part of modern 
participatory government but is only legally regulated 
in a few countries. For example, in the US, it is 
protected by the First Amendment, which guarantees 
that members of the public have the right "to 

petition the government for a redress of grievances.” 
Worldwide, there are growing demands for stricter 
government guidelines about lobbying practices, not 
least because lobbying has now become a global, 
and very powerful, multi-billion-dollar business. 


In a process known as the “revolving door,’ many 
politicians leave political office to become professional 
lobbyists for the corporations they helped when they 
were in government. Doing so helps those corporations 
maintain their ability to influence political decisions. 
Itis a highly controversial practice, and so, in many 
countries, it is illegal for politicians to become lobbyists 
right after stepping down from their government roles. 


RESEARCH FUNDING THREATS 
Lobbyists often Powerful interest groups Lobbyists may even 

use think tanks to do may offer donations or threaten legislators 
research, which enables _ gifts to political parties, by pointing to the 


them to makeinformed —_ lawmakers, or candidates downside of not 
pitches to legislators. running for office. supporting their cause. 


Direct techniques 


Lobbyists communicate 
directly with legislators, 
ministers, government 
officials, or anyone 
connected with passing 
legislation. In doing so, they 
try to influence the 
government's decision- 
making processes. 


mn 


Indirect techniques 


Sometimes known as “grassroots” 
lobbying, pressure groups often 
do not use professional lobbyists 
but aim to get public support 
for their causes by holding 
public meetings. 


Public pressure 
One of the most common practices used by pressure 
groups is to get members of the public to voice their 
opinions to their local MP. This may involve writing 
letters, sending emails, making phone calls, or 
meeting their MP in person. 


.,” Trade unions 


Formed by associations of workers who come together to achieve 
common goals, such as better wages and working conditions, 
trade unions can also wield significant political power. 


The role of the union 
Trade, or labor, unions are membership-based 
organizations that bring together workers in the same 
industry or profession. A trade union typically consists 
of a subscription-paying membership, paid staff, and 
officers, including an elected general secretary who 
is often the public face of the union. 

The union's primary function is to achieve the 
best possible conditions of employment for its 
members; this may include wages, sick and holiday 
pay, health and safety, and hours of work. It does this 
by negotiating with employers or management in a 
process that is known as “collective bargaining”—in 
other words, union representatives are empowered to 
speak on behalf of all unionized workers. 


A trade union's most powerful weapon is to strike, or 
slow down labor. 


Economic strike Employees stop work to 
demand improvements to their economic 
well-being, such as increased wages and 
better vacation and sick leave. 

Sympathy strike A form of solidarity 

in which one union, which may not be in 
dispute, goes on strike to support another 
union that is already on strike. 

General strike Workers of all occupations 
go out on strike, with the aim of 
disrupting a whole community or 

entire country. 

Work to rule Union employees adhere 
strictly to contracted hours and conditions 
and refuse overtime in order to slow 
down production. 


Sick-out An organized number of workers 
calls in sick in order to disrupt work. This is 
used by police unions, whose members are 
not allowed to strike. 
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Tf all else fails, unions have one powerful tool: they can 
instruct members to strike. In addition to bargaining 
with employers, trade unions also provide benefits for 
members, such as hardship funds and legal advice. 


Solidarity 

The modern trade union emerged in the UK during 
the late 18th century, when industrialization created 
a new class of workers, which Karl Marx called the 
proletariat (see pp.54—-55). Unions appeared in other 
industrializing nations, notably the US, Germany, 
Poland, and France. Today, Denmark, Sweden, and 
Finland have the most unionized workforces. 

Trade unions are, by definition, political, not least 
because they unite workers. One of the UK's two main 
political parties, the Labour Party, grew out of the 
trade union movement. In Poland, union leader Lech 
Walesa successfully challenged the Polish Communist 
Party and was elected president in 1990. France may 
have the smallest unionized workforce of any EU nation 
(less than 8 percent of the workforce), but union action 
regularly brings the country to a standstill—as seen in 
2019-2020, when there were strikes over proposed 
pension reforms. However, unions are currently facing 
challenges from globalization, zero-hour contracts, 
and changing economic and social conditions. 


Collective bargaining 


Based on the idea that people achieve more together 
than individually, collective bargaining is the process by 
which a group of workers “collectively” negotiate with 

an employer via trade union representatives speaking 
on behalf of members. Negotiations may include “red 
lines,” which are conditions that, if not met, invalidate the 
negotiations. A collective agreement is binding on both 
parties. However, collective bargaining can only happen 
if the employer formally recognizes the union. 
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NEGOTIATING EMPLOYEE RIGHTS 
Negotiations frequently center Rrovidedineranionic Union representatives also 
on wages, particularly annual official ized, the negotiate over other non-pay- 
raises, as well as bonuses and \ ly oer a a related issues, such as working 
benefits. Wage bargaining can ell eye tr hours, layoffs, holidays, and 
be tough, especially in a poor negotiations regarding flexible working hours for 
economic climate. employee rights through parents and caregivers. 
that union. 
Breakdown 


Any changes 

working conditions, such as 
changes to contracts or to 
health and safety regulations, 
are also negotiated through 


the union. 
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General secretary 
Unions are hierarchical 
and overseen by a general 
secretary who is elected 
by the members. 


Representatives 
Most unions have a 
negotiation committee 
whose representatives 
meet with employers. 


Members 

Members’ subscriptions 
are used to fund the 
union’s activities and 

its paid staff. 


Nonmembers 
Nonmembers do not 
receive benefits but are 
included in the terms of 
collective agreements. 


If collective bargaining breaks 
down, unions may seek 
arbitration or some sort of 
mediation. Alternatively, and 
as a last resort, a trade union 
will call for strike action. 


Other unions 


negotiates for its own 
members. However, 
union delegates come 
together in congresses 
to discuss issues that 
affect all workers. 


“The 
essence 

of trade 
unionism is 
social uplift.” 


A. Philip Randolph, American 
labor leader and civil rights 
activist, Washington march 
speech (1963) 


COMMUNICATION Almost every profession 
has its own union. Each 


» Activism and protest 


Social and political changes do not just happen—they are hard-won. 
People fight for their rights, which means getting politically active 
and protesting to highlight injustice and force change. 


Taking a stand 

Activism and protests often erupt 
when governments or those in 
power refuse to accept the need 
for change. Activists may act alone, 
as in Swedish environmentalist 


Greta Thunberg’s school strike in Petitions and letters Social media 

2018, which spiraled into a global Written protests in the form of Increasingly popular, social media 

protest by children against climate petitions or letters to the press or activism enables people to debate 

change in 2019, or collectively, as in politicians allow activists to raise issues online, Hashtag campaigns 
: : awareness of an issue from home. often reach a wide audience. 


the Black Lives Matter movement 
(pp.140—141), which went global 
following the murder of George 
Floyd in the US in 2020. 

The fight for human rights and 
resentment of authoritarian rule 


have been the drivers for most 
protests. Significant 20th-century ~A 
movements include women's fight 


for the vote, the civil rights 
movement, the pro-democracy 
Tiananmen Square protests in 


f 


ly 
Types of action 


The aim of protest movements 
is to publicize issues, win 
support, and encourage or 
force legislators to make positive 
changes. While some activists 
resort to destructive, illegal 
means, most movements favor Boycotts 
nonviolent direct action—a form 

of civil disobedience designed to 
interrupt daily life and gain as 

much publicity as possible 

without causing harm. The 
nonviolent direct action taken 

by Extinction Rebellion in its bid to 
highlight the climate crisis includes 
demonstrations and dramatic sit-ins. 


Refusing to buy or use products or services can be 
effective because it disrupts a country’s economy. A 
decades-long boycott of South African goods 
worldwide helped end apartheid in 1994. 


China in 1989, and the protests 
across Eastern Europe, also in 

1989, that led to the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the collapse of many 
communist regimes. More recent 
anti-government protests include 
the Arab Spring of 2010-2012. 


NO 


Demonstrations 


The aim of a public 
demonstration is to be 
seen. Activists may 
march with placards or, 
as with Chilean women 
protesting against 
violence in 2019, set up 
a dramatic flash mob. 
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Right to protest 

Activism is often perceived as left 
wing, but this is not always the case; 
many of the protests during the 
COVID-19 pandemic were driven by 
right-wing concerns about liberty. 
Governments also deal with 


Most strikes involve stopping work in 
protest at pay or working conditions, 


but school strikes about climate 
change have also proved effective. 


Sit-ins 


A powerful form of protest is to refuse to move. In 1960, 
four Black students sat at a Woolworth’s lunch counter 
in Greensboro, North Carolina, to protest its whites-only 


service. Six months 


later, the store changed the policy. 


activism in different ways. In most 
democracies, the state tolerates 
some right of protest, although 
there are usually limits, and many 
protests end in arrests. More 
authoritarian regimes discourage 
protest and respond harshly. 


“We are here, 


area 
2 are 


in our efforts 
to become 
law-makers.” 


Emmeline Pankhurst, British political 
activist, “Speech from the Dock” (1908) 


Women have protested against 
abuse by men for decades. One 

of the most successful campaigns 
was the #MeToo movement against 
sexual harassment and the abuse 
of women. The movement began 
in the US in 2006 when survivor 
and activist Tarana Burke began 
using the phrase “me too” to 
encourage other women to come 
forward with their accounts of 
sexual abuse, particularly at work. 
In 2017, allegations of sexual abuse 
were made against former film 
producer Harvey Weinstein, and 
the movement went viral as 

a hashtag campaign, with women 
all over the world sharing their 
experiences and accusing many 
powerful men of wrongdoing. 


Revolutions 


In a democracy, citizens can remove an unpopular government with 
an election. But when an authoritarian regime hangs on to power 
against the will of most people, discontent may lead to revolution. 


Demand for change The 18th and 19th centuries sawa _ creation of a republic. Both inspired 
There are many different kinds wave of revolutions, kick-started further revolutions across Europe 
of revolution—political, economic, by the American Revolution in 1848 against monarchies. 


social, religious, and cultural—but (1765-1791). American colonists 
common to all is the replacement rebelled against British rule and The workers revolt 


of an existing system with a achieved independence, resulting In 1917, revolution swept across 
new one. Revolutions demand in the establishment of the United Russia. Inspired by Marxism, the 
radical change and, in terms of States. Influenced by this, but Bolsheviks overthrew the imperial 
sociopolitical revolutions, this fueled also by economic hardship dynasty and established the 

may mean using force to replace and a rigid monarchy, the French world's first communist state 

an unyielding regime. Revolution (1789-1799) led to the (see pp.54—55). Other countries, 
Causes of revolutions 

Revolutions can be triggered by a combination of factors, including raceme etasenlinpad ae 

poverty, oppression, a lack of rights, and the refusal of a ruling elite Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, 

to enact change. Usually, social tensions and discontent have been and Karl Marx, can influence 


revolutionary groups. They can 
also provide a blueprint for a 
Postrevolution society. 


building for years. 
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notably China and Cuba, followed 
suit. But revolutions do not 
guarantee the desired outcome. 

For instance, in the Soviet Union, 
attempts to impose communism led 
to famine, hardship, and violence. 
Led by Joseph Stalin, the country 


While many revolutions involve 
force and considerable bloodshed, 
this is not always the case; change 
can be achieved by nonviolent 
means. In 2001, Philippine activists 
peacefully toppled their president, 
Joseph Estrada, and in 2004, the 
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> Acoup d'état is the sudden, 
violent seizure of power by a small 
group, often the military. 

> The Enlightenment was a 17th- 
and 18th-century intellectual 


became a one-party dictatorship 
(see pp.76—77) rather than a 
workers’ state. 


Orange Revolution (a series of mass 
protests in Ukraine) peacefully 
overturmed a corrupt election result. 


movement that promoted ideas 
of freedom, liberty, fraternity, and 
separation of church and state. 

> Marxism is a socioeconomic 
analysis of capitalism, put forward 
by German philosopher Karl 
Marx, who advocated for a 
workers’ revolution (see pp.52-55). 


“No real social change has ever 
come about without a revolution.” 


Emma Goldman, American anarchist, Anarchism and Other Essays (1910) 


[ FACTORS 
‘The aim of most revolutions is 


Anew government 
Most revolutions seek to destroy and 
replace an existing regime. The new 
government usually includes leaders 
of the revolution or individuals 
chosen by them. 


INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 


A key responsibility of government is to protect its citizens and 

to defend its country’s borders. However, it must also ensure that 
its borders are open for international trade and that it maintains 
diplomatic relations with other countries. To do this, governments 
across the world regularly sign political treaties with each other 
and make trade agreements that protect their individual interests. 


International borders 

International borders vary significantly, from highly accepted as natural dividing lines between 
contested ones—such as those that divide a culturally culturally distinct peoples. In general, there 
united population—to borders that have long been are three types of international borders. 


WS 


“ Superimposed 
border border 

This is a border that This is a border that is This is an artificial 

is laid down in an laid down after that border created by 
unpopulated area area has been settled external powers with 
before any clear and become home to little regard for local 
settlements have people of a particular populations, such as 
appeared there. culture. by European nations 

when colonizing Africa. 
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International connections 


All of Earth’s landmasses are surrounded by water, which acts 

as a natural political border for many countries. However, not all 
coastlines are the same, and it is not always easy to judge exactly 
where the land meets the sea. For this reason, the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea states that a maritime boundary 


lies 12 nautical miles (22km) out into the sea from a baseline judged 
to be the edge of a country’s coast. Beyond these territorial waters 
lies an Exclusive Economic Zone, which stretches 200 nautical miles 
(370 km) out to sea and gives a country the right to exploit the sea 
and the seabed in that area. Beyond this zone lie international 
waters, which are subject to international law. 


Border regulations 


In recent decades, borders have become both 
increasingly regulated, such as in areas that 
have experienced rises in migration, and less 


y our borders, but 
‘our bonds.” 


Barack Obama, 44th president (2010) 


regulated, such as between countries that 
have signed legally recognized regional 
cooperation treaties. 
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Open Regulated Demilitarized 
border border border 
An open border, such A regulated border, A demilitarized border 
as those among EU such as that between creates a zone in which 
member states, the US and Mexico, warring powers agree 
enables people to imposes different to cease military 
move freely between degrees of control on activity—for example 
countries, with the movement of between North and 
few restrictions. people and goods. South Korea. 


Diplomacy 


Diplomats have always played a vital role in international relations. 
Their purpose is to influence the decisions of foreign governments 
through a combination of negotiation and nonviolent persuasion. 


Early diplomats 
In premodern times, diplomacy 
was largely concemed with 
relationships between neighbors 
and had little to do with setting up 
permanent bases for ambassadors 
abroad. However, diplomats were 
always needed to represent their 
governments, whether to make 
trade agreements, to secure allies, 
or to avert conflict. Generally, they 
were members of the aristocracy 
who were close to their ruler 
and who could help finance 
the journeys they had to make. 
The Roman Catholic Church 
provided one of the first modern 
models of diplomacy—one that 
telied on an elaborate legal 
system as well as a large 
institutional framework 
that brought church councils 
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> Preventative diplomacy 
seeks to contain international 
crises. Pioneered by the United 
Nations, it was used by Secretary- 
General U Thant when he 
intervened in the Cuban Missile 
Crisis in 1962. 

> Bilateral negotiations involve 
two parties. They are often used 
to level expectations, obtain 
concessions, and maintain 
commitment. 

> Accords are formal agreements 
between states. 


together from around the world. 
The early Italian city-states, such 
as Venice and Genoa, also laid the 
groundwork for modem diplomacy 
by establishing the first resident 
envoys. The most famous of these 
was the Florentine scholar Niccolo 
Machiavelli (see pp.26—27). 


Foreign policy 

The professionalization of 
diplomacy went hand in hand 
with the increasing specialization 
of government departments. In 
1626, Cardinal Richelieu (1585- 
1642) established the first modern 
foreign ministry in France. He 
recognized that diplomacy was 
one of the most important tools of 
government and that it had to be 
aligned with state policy priorities, 
both at home and abroad. 

Due to the enormous cost of 
Waging war, diplomacy was 
transformed during the early 
moder period, becoming more 
focused on maintaining peace and 
minimizing the effects of ongoing 
conflict. The first European peace 


conferences tried to provide lasting 


frameworks for political stability 
by encouraging powerful states 
to work and govern together. The 
Concert of Europe, which formed 
in 1814, laid the groundwork for 
the current international system, 


which relies heavily on international 


institutions to manage political 
issues that concern all the 
major powers. 


diplomacy 
alignment 
objectives 
means. 


Attributed to Dennis Ross, 
US diplomat 


Reaching out 


Diplomats are most urgently 
needed when two or more states 
come into conflict. For this reason, 
diplomats are given diplomatic 
immunity when they are working 
abroad. This guarantees that they 
cannot be arrested and that their 
belongings cannot be seized. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Diplomacy 


The diplomatic service 


The body of diplomats and foreign policy officers 
employed by a government is known as its diplomatic 
service. Its role is to communicate with the 
governments of other countries. 


Embassies 

Permanent diplomatic missions to foreign countries are 
housed in embassies. These also serve as places where 
the guest state's citizens can be protected, if necessary, 
from the host state. 


Treaties 
Successful negotiations can end in a treaty, which is 
binding under international law; a convention, which 


is less formal; or a protocol, which prolongs, amends, 
or supersedes an existing agreement. 


Sanctions 

If states fail to agree on important issues, one state 
may impose sanctions on another. These can include 
economic and trade sanctions, arms embargoes, travel 
bans, and financial or commodity restrictions. 


ro} In return, the ; 
eich cae community lifted 
sanctions it had imposed on Iran 
to prevent it from developing 
nuclear weapons, which were 
costing the country billions 

of dollars in lost revenue. The 
negotiations involved the EU, 
the US, and six other countries 
and took two years to complete. 
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organizations 


Global international 


Global international organizations are political bodies that include 
members from more than one nation. They aim to bring states 
together to address global issues and work toward common goals. 


Global issues 
Historically, international political 


only their own priorities but also 
those of the world at large. For 


organizations, such as the League this reason, the international 

of Nations, provided platforms for organizations of today often 
states to express their priorities have a “voice” and identity of 

to a global audience, with the aim their own, sometimes acting 

of reaching shared goals. Due to independently of the interests of 
globalization and the spread of their member states. The most 
global crises, such as the COVID-19 powerful of these is the United 


pandemic and climate change, 
states now have to consider not 


Nations (UN), established in 1945 
(see box), which aims to avoid, or 


The UN and related 


organizations International 

2 : ; Monetary Fund (IMF) 
The UN is perhaps the most recognized THE INE (asters eecnoriic 
global international organization. It works growth by providing financial 


with a range of specialized international 
organizations to tackle issues such as 
global security, international justice, 
human rights, health, climate change, 
migration, and food and water security. 


assistance to lower-income 
countries. It currently has 
$28 billion in outstanding 
loans to 74 states. 


The World Bank works in 
more than 100 countries. It 
provides low-interest loans, 
interest-free credit, and 
grants to poorer countries 
for education, health, and 
infrastructure development. 


people in 88 countries 
food and 
assistance 


UN Department of Global Communications (2021) 


Tesolve, conflicts between states 
through non-violent, diplomatic 
means. As of 2021, the UN has 193 
member states (as well as two 
observer states—Palestine and 
the Holy See). 

In addition to its main 
departments, such as the 
UN General Assembly and 
the UN Security Council, 
the UN also works with 
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15 specialized agencies to achieve 
its aims, overseeing several major 
global organizations (see below). 
The goal of these and other 
organizations is to provide rules 
that enable states to trade and 
communicate more effectively, 
and to help avert humanitarian 
disasters caused by pandemics, 


The UN was formed in 1945 to 
improve international co-operation 
following World War II (1939-45), 


and was a successor to the League 
of Nations. Fifty governments took 
part in the San Francisco conference 
that drafted the UN Charter and set 


out the UN's original objectives, 
which included maintaining 
international peace and security, 
developing friendly relations among 
nations, and promoting social 
progress, better living standards, 
and human rights. 


wars, and climate change. 


World Health 

Organization (WHO) 

The WHO is committed to 

improving the health of people in 

all nations to the highest possible 

level. It defines health as a state of 

e complete well-being rather than 

8 merely the absence of disease. 


THE UN ® 


In addition to its main bodies 
(the General Assembly, the 
Security Council, the 
Economic and Social Council, 
the Trusteeship Council, the 
International Court of Justice, 
and the Secretariat), the UN 
oversees several major global 
international organizations. 


International Atomic 


Energy Agency (IAEA) 
The IAEA is the world’s center 
for cooperation in the field of 
nuclear technology. Working 
with multiple partners, the 
agency ensures that nuclear 
technologies are used safely. 


Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) 
The FAO leads international 
efforts to fight hunger. One 
of its many roles is to help 
broker trading agreements 
between lower- and higher- 
income countries. 


Intergovernmental 
organizations 


For sovereign nations, membership in an intergovernmental 
organization (IGO) can bring a variety of benefits, from favorable 
trade agreements to military support. 


Strength through unity organization legal status, distinguishing it from 
IGOs bring together two or more independent nation- other, more informal economic or political gatherings. 
states into a single entity to work together on issues The treaty binds all of its signatories to a single 

of common interest. An IGO is formalized by all its jurisdiction (a system of law courts) that transcends 
members signing a treaty, which gives the the power of national courts and enables disputes to 


Trading blocs 


IGOs are often formed to help reduce 
or eliminate barriers to trade among 
participating states. They can take the 
form of preferential trading areas that 
focus on particular products; free- 
trade areas with a common external 
tariff, common markets that secure 
freedom of movement of capital, 
labor, and goods and services; and 
economic and monetary unions 

(see box below). Each trading bloc 
offers different degrees of economic 
and political integration. 


9 CASE STUDY 


The EU is an economic and political union of 27 
member states, primarily located in Europe. It 
has an internal single market with a standardized 
system of laws that apply to all members. 


Signed into law in 2020 to replace the 1994 
North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
the USMCA is a trilateral trade-bloc agreement 
between the US, Mexico, and Canada. 


LL Established in 1973, CARICOM promotes economic 
The introduction of the European integration and cooperation between its 15 member 
currency, the euro, on New Year's states, which are relatively small in terms of population 
Day, 1999, was the largest monetary and economic output and face similar challenges. 


changeover in history. The currency 
was adopted by 12 EU member 


states at first but is now the official Southern Common 

currency of 19 of the 27 nations Market (MERCOSUR) 

in the EU. There are now over 1.3 

trillion euros in circulation. It is the MERCOSUR is South America’s The AU was founded in 2001 to 
second-largest reserve currency largest trading bloc, made up of replace the Organization of African 
as well as the world's second-most Argentina, Paraguay, Brazil, and Unity. Its 55 member states meet 
traded currency after the US dollar. Uruguay. Venezuela was suspended twice a year to promote sustainable 


in 2016 for human rights violations. growth, unity, and cooperation. 


See eee erccecencesccessssenssesesesees - 
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be settled and new agreements made. Strong IGOs 
are able to act with almost statelike authority. One 
obvious benefit of forming such a bloc is economic: 
together, an IGO’s member states represent a more 
powerful manufacturing base and an enlarged 
consumer market, which gives the organization 
increased leverage when it comes to negotiating 
trade agreements with third parties. 


Beyond economics 

IGOs serve many purposes beyond trade and 
vary in size and scope, from global international 
organizations, such as the UN (see pp.164-65) or 


Formed in 1945 to promote 
political stability and economic 


growth, the league has grown 
from six to 22 members, almost 
all from Africa and the Middle East. 


————eee Founded in 2014, the EEU unites Armenia, 


The PIF aims to enhance the economic and 
social well-being of the people of the South 
Pacific by fostering cooperation between 
the governments of its 18 member states. 


the more specialized International Criminal Police 
Organization (INTERPOL), which enables its 194 
member states to share data on crimes and criminals, 
to IGOs that serve the interests of a particular region 
or focus on a specific issue. The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), for example, is dedicated to 
regional defense. Not all IGOs base their membership 
criteria on geography, however: only oil-producing 
countries can join the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

All this comes at a cost: notably, a willingness to 
surrender some degree of sovereignty and abide by 
the priorities of the IGO as a whole. 


Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Russia in a free-trading, integrated single 
market of 180 million people. 


South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SA. 


| SAARC is a geopolitical union of eight 
South Asian states, including India and 
Pakistan, and nine observer states. It covers _ 
21 percent of the world’s population. 


ASEAN's 10 members include some of the 
world’s fastest growing economies, but 
the organization also facilitates political, 
military, and social integration. 


Foreign debt 


Money borrowed by a government from creditors outside the 
country is known as foreign debt. It can provide much-needed 
short-term economic relief, but it also comes with risks. 


Borrowing from abroad 
Governments often need to raise 
money by borrowing from another 
country or from an international 
lender, such as a commercial bank 
or a global financial institution like 
the Intemational Monetary Fund 
(IMF), World Bank (WB), or Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). There 
can be a variety of reasons for 
the need to take an extemal loan: 
for example, local debt markets 
may not be capable of meeting 
the state's financing needs, 
especially in emerging economies. 
Foreign lenders may also offer more 
competitive rates and more flexible 
periods of repayment. 

Managed wisely, foreign debt can 
improve the standard of living in 
a country. It can allow the state to 
invest in infrastructure, such as 


new ports or roads, or to improve 
essential services like education. 
It can also boost economic growth. 
The ability of countries to borrow 
from extemal lenders has helped 
finance growth and development 
not just in developing countries 
but in richer nations too. The US, 
for example, has the largest foreign 
debt of any country, currently 
valued at more than $22 trillion, 
and it is followed by the UK, 
France, Germany, and Japan. 


Sustainable debt 
A high amount of foreign debt 

is not necessarily a problem. 
Countries often maintain a level 
of foreign debt that is considered 
“sustainable” if the government 
is able to meet all its current and 
future repayment obligations. 


Sources of global lending 


The World Bank has traditionally been the 
main global lender. It is not a bank but an 
international organization that exists to provide 
cheap loans to developing countries to fund large 
infrastructure projects, so that these countries 
can tackle poverty and inequality. The IMF is a 
body that provides loans to member countries 
(of which there are 90) experiencing problems 
paying off their foreign debt. 


In 2017, China became the world's largest official 
creditor, surpassing the World Bank and the IMF. 
A significant portion of this lending has been in 
support of China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
This is a strategy adopted by the Chinese in 2013 
to invest in around 70 countries and international 
organizations. Money has been lent to countries to 
invest in roads, railways, and other infrastructure, 
and it is meant to stimulate economic growth. In 
response, the G7 countries, led by the US, launched 
their own Build Back Better World in 2021 to 
counter the influence of the Chinese BRI project. 


ai 
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The most common figure used to 
assess the extent of a government’s 
debt is its total debt as a proportion 


) of gross domestic product (GDP). 
Bilateral creditors 
- This is when one country lends Larraeraaarad prea 
to another. China is currently :) roblems arise when ats 
the major international proportion of the GDP becomes too 
bilateral creditor. high. This happened in the Latin 
American Debt Crisis of the 1980s, 
Multilateral creditors aUHEn novEral Gounties inthe 
n Multilaterals are organizations l Tegion reached a point where 
with global memberships that foreign debt exceeded eaming 


promote economic growth— 
the World Bank, for example. 


Commercial creditors 
These include corporations, 
banks, and individuals who 
lend on commercial terms 
determined by market forces. 


power. Incomes dropped, 
unemployment rose, and the 
banking system almost 
collapsed. The countries 
tumed to the IMF, which 
lent money in exchange for 
economic reforms that favored 
free-market capitalism. 

While borrowing is a viable 
source of funding, the IMF 
Terms and conditions encourages countries to spend 

Multilateral and bilateral creditors public funding efficiently, reduce 
typically offer tied loans, meaning corruption, and improve the 
that the funds have to be used for a overall business environment. 
predefined purpose or are linked to 
the implementation of a set of 
particular policies. Commercial 
creditors will typically make no 
such demands. 


added global 
debt COVID-19 
pandemic. 


Bloomberg (2021) 


International 
trade barriers 


Governments use trade barriers to impose restrictions on international 
trade, with a view to protecting domestic industry, boosting their tax 
revenue, or reprimanding or retaliating against other states. 


Protecting domestic interests approach is to restrict or prohibit foreign investment in 
Trade barriers, such as tariffs, are a form of state domestic plants and equipment. But such “protectionist” 
interference in international trade. All governments measures do not always have the desired effect. 

rely on such interference to some degree and generally Foreign companies barred from a market by tariffs 

seek to discourage imports and encourage exports. or quotas can often sidestep them by setting up a 


Imposing tariffs on imported goods, for example, may manufacturing plant in that country. 
prevent similar domestic products from being undercut. Many less economically developed nations rely on 
Likewise, quotas and state subsidies (see below) are tariffs to supplement government tax revenues that 


designed to encourage local production. Another would otherwise be harder to collect. They may also 

. Tariffs — 
Types of trade barrier A tariff is a tax imposed yp 
Different types of barrier can be imposed to by a Boveroment ou 
limit the flow of goods into and out of a country. imported or exported 
These include tariffs, which often lead to higher = bay are al 
prices for consumers, and nontariff barriers, to safeguan 


such as quotas or voluntary export restraints. domestic industry, 


so are known as 
e 
= e 


“protectionist” tools. 
Governments use 


quotas to restrict the 

volume of incoming 

trade. Quotas set limits ed 
on the quantity of 

specific products that 


can be imported or 
sold at a lower tax rate. 


The most severe form of trade 
barrier, used in extreme political 
situations (see case study, right), is an 
embargo, which blocks or restricts 
commerce with a particular country. 
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be unable to provide the subsidies ig 
needed to allow domestic industries to CASE STUDY 
grow and compete in a global market. A 
While most economists favor free trade over Cuba and the United States 


protectionist policies, trade barriers remain a ssssssrsssessessenssneeleseeeseeceeneenectecereenneeenennnene 


useful political tool. A government that In 1962, the US placed a full f 
embargo on trade with Cuba in 


supports domestic industry, teduces response to the communist 
unemployment, and maintains quality takeover led by Fidel Castro, The 
standards tends to win political favor, embargo, which will remain in 
as does one that takes a tough stance on place until Cuba meets the required 
unfair competition or imposes economic standards of democracy and human 
sanctions on a country in response to rights, blocks almost all trade with 
human rights abuses or a perceived Subsidies eee bed travel is 
; : Sometimes governments ned, but US citizens can now go 
Hares to lntepmesional peace: : offer ee (financial to Cuba for limited reasons, such as 
aid) to domestic industries, visiting family. 
such as farming or energy 
producers helpingthem ““"""Trreresereeseseessceseseeserse® 
become more competitive 
and develop new 
technologies. 
it 
he § 
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Local content requirements Voluntary export restraints 
Another type of barrier that favors Also called “export visas,” voluntary 
domestic industry, local content export restraints are agreed between 
requirements mean that firms must nations, limiting the quantity of some 
use locally manufactured or supplied exports to deter the importing state 


goods or services. from imposing trade barriers. 


Trade and 


+ colonization 


The discovery of new Atlantic and Asian trade routes in the 15th 
century opened up the world to Europe. This led to an era of colonial 
expansion, the effects of which are still felt in many countries today. 


From colonization to independence 
Between 1500 and 1900, several European nations 
colonized many regions across the rest of the world. 
The Spanish and the Portuguese divided South America 
between them, while the British and the French fought 
each other for control of North America. India became 
the most valuable colony of the British Empire, and 
Africa became a patchwork of countries ruled by 
various European powers. At the same time, millions 
of enslaved people from Africa were transported to the 
Americas, where they were used as labor to cultivate 
lucrative crops, such as cotton, tobacco, rice, and sugar. 
Although most of Europe's colonies are now 
independent, many of them still bear the scars of 
colonial rule. Some have descended into civil war, 
often because their borders were drawn up by 
Europeans who had no interest in the boundaries 
that once existed between ethnic groups. Many of 
these groups became stateless and have since found 
themselves marginalized by the regimes that came 
to power when the colonies became independent. 
Centuries of foreign interference have also left many 
of these countries lagging behind technologically 
and dependent on foreign aid. 


The modern period of European colonialism came to an 

end after World War II. This was mainly because the war had 
been expensive, and the European powers could no longer 
afford to maintain their overseas territories. However, it was 
also due to the fact that the Europeans had enlisted Indigenous 


people in their respective empires to fight for “freedom and 
democracy” against Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, which 
in turn exposed the hypocrisy of the colonial system. 


Reinvested wealth 
Colonialism enabled European 
powers to invest even more in 

industry and technology, which 
in turn aided their ability to 
dominate global trade. 


Mercantilism 


The opposite of free trade, mercantilism was an 
economic system that dominated European trade 
during the colonial period. States sought to increase 
their influence at the expense of rival powers by 
imposing high tariffs on goods from other countries, 
forbidding colonies from trading with other nations, 
designating particular ports as marketplaces for 
particular goods, limiting wages, and maximizing 
the use of domestic resources. 
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Cheap raw materials 
European nations colonized other countries 
to control their natural resources, importing 
raw materials to the mother country to 
produce manufactured goods. 
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Colonized people 
COLONY Colonies provided a 
1 \ supply of cheap, and 
Restricted trade 1 \ often, enslaved, labor. 
Colonies were often ¥ y Their populations became 
prohibited from trading waores ee workforces dependent on 
for themselves. For me & their colonizers. 
example, English trade 1 1 
he could only be conducted 1 
2 ae on English ships, and : | 


certain goods could only 
be shipped to Europe 
directly. 


Expensive manufactured goods 

Colonies served as markets for exported goods. 

They also increasingly relied on Europe to 

provide them with sophisticated technologies. COLONY B 


Globalization 


The term globalization refers to the growing interconnectedness and 
integration of the world’s economies, cultures, and people. The process 
has been accelerated by technological advances and increased trade. 


Network of nations particularly the rise ofthe Internet, While globalization typically refers 
Globalization includes an increase and political decisions to remove to changes during the latter half of 
in trade, investment, finance, barriers to global trade and finance. the 20th century, there have been 
movement of people, and flow of Globalization is linked to the rise earlier phases of globalization. The 
technology between nations. This of multinational corporations that period between 1600 and 1800 

has been fueled by technological control the production of goods saw increasing trade and cultural 
advances in communications, and services in different countries. | exchange with the emergence 


Technology 


Advances in information and 
communications technology 
(ICT), including the Internet, 
mean that data can now be 
transmitted instantly 
around the world. 


Leer 
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Economics and trade 
The rapid growth in international 
trade has led to a greater number 
of global financial transfers, 
investments, and 
multinational 
companies. 


ih 


Political power 
The rise in global politics has seen 
governments unite to tackle 


international issues. Some argue iy 


that globalization has led to 
the decline in the 
importance of the 
nation-state. 


By 


a 
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Environment 
The increase in consumption, 


production, and global trade 
has placed major stresses on the 


environment and contributed 
to the climate crisis. 


4 


of European empires and the 
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establishment of multinational 
corporations, such as the British 
East India Company. This initial 
phase of globalization was closely 
linked to the spread of capitalism 
around the world. In the last 200 
years, capitalism—and in particular 
the rise of neoliberalism—has seen 
Westem countries remove barriers 
to trade, finance, and investment. 


Progress or problem? 
Supporters of globalization believe 
it has led to unprecedented levels 
of economic growth and produced 


Community 


The growing interaction among 
people around the world has 
reinforced the idea of a global 
community, but some argue 
that this is at the expense 
of local communities. 


Culture 


The transmission of ideas and 
values has been driven by the 
movement of people and 


technological changes— 
including social media 
and streaming 
services. 


poverty and given increased access 
to technology globally. They 
highlight the increased cultural 
exchanges that globalization has 
brought about—for example, with 
food, sports, and music. 

However, critics of globalization 
believe that it has, in fact, caused 
huge increases in inequality around 
the world, with much of the wealth 
going to a narrow international 
elite, leaving millions of people 
worse off economically. In addition, 
detractors suggest that globalization 
erodes national sovereignty and 
democracy and brings about 
enormous environmental costs by 
putting unsustainable pressure 
on the use of natural resources 
around the world. 


report (2020) 


Starbucks 


The global coffee chain Starbucks 
started as a single coffee shop in 
the American city of Seattle in 
1971. After achieving considerable 
domestic success in the following 
years, the company sought global 
expansion and opened its first 
non-North American café in 
1996. Starbucks adopted an 
aggressive expansion strategy 

of saturating local markets, with 
existing local cafés often unable 
to compete. By 2019, there were 
more than 30,000 outlets in 80 
countries. Starbucks’s expansion 
has had a significant cultural 
impact, creating a coffee-shop 
culture in places where coffee 
was not previously popular. 


goods 
traded globally 


United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 


An interdependent world 


The processes of globalization have meant that what 
happens in one part of the world increasingly affects others, 
making the world more interdependent. This mutual 
dependence affects the global economy as well as various 
aspects of society. These are often described as different 
forms of globalization and include technology, trade, 
politics, culture, community, and the environment. 


) peace 


Throughout history, nations have gone to war for a variety of reasons, such as to 
secure new resources for themselves, to regain territories lost in previous conflicts, 
or to defend themselves against aggressors. Wars can also erupt within states, 
either between the government and opposition groups or between regions in 
conflict with one another. During these struggles, politicians and diplomats may 


work to establish peace between the warring parties. 


DISPUTE 
The seeds of war are sown when 
two countries, or factions within 
a country, have a dispute that 


they are unable to resolve 
through peaceful means. 


% 


Improvement 
War can be averted if the 
two parties swiftly resolve 

their disagreement. 


THREAT 
As tensions between the parties 
increase, the threat of war 
becomes real. That threat may 
be enough to convince the 
antagonists to reach an 

agreement. 


¥ 
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If the antagonists find a solution 
that works for both sides, 
war can be avoided. 


“War is an ugly thing, 
but not the ugliest of 
things. [The] patriotic 
feeling which thinks 
that nothing is worth 
war is much worse.” 


John Stuart Mill, British philosopher and politician, 
The Contest in America (1862) 


The cycle of war 


In many regions of the world, wars flare up repeatedly 
between the same antagonists, despite the efforts of 
to resolve each crisis. This cycle has a 
predictable pattern and is generated by the failure of 
both sides to agree on a solution to the dispute. If the 
war is over territory or the sovereignty of a nation, 
the solution often seems impossible, and the conflict 
only intensifies as casualties increase on both sides. 
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Wars between states, such as the 
Franco-Prussian War (1870- 
1871) and the Iran-Iraq War 
(1980-1988), involve large armies 


and often begin with one nation 
invading another. They attract 
the most international attention 
because the antagonists are 
recognized states and often 
allied with other countries. 


Intrastate wars 


Conflicts within states, known 

as intrastate or civil wars, often 
start as disputes between the 
government in power and a 
region or faction that views 

the government as illegitimate or 
oppressive. In many cases, such 
as the Spanish Civil War (1936- 
1939), both sides are armed or 
funded by other nations, 
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FRAGILE PEACE 


After a ceasefire (a break from 
fighting), the antagonists may 
agree to peace. However, 
if their underlying dispute is 
not resolved, they may soon 
resume the conflict. 


¥ 


Permanent peace 
The opponents can break the 
cycle of war if they permanently 
resolve their dispute. 


The right to war 


“Just-war theory” is a branch of ethics that examines the questions 
of when a nation is justified in going to war and how military 
forces should behave during such conflicts. 


Justifying armed conflict 

The question of how nations can justifiably go to war 
was raised across the ancient world by thinkers in 
Egypt, Greece, Rome, India, and China. However, it 
was the Christian philosopher St. Augustine of Hippo 
(354—430cr) who first used the phrase “just war” and 
fellow Christian St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) who 
defined it in the way it is understood today. Aquinas 
argued that a war is justified when it is commanded 
by the rightful sovereign, when it is waged for a just 
cause (such as to repel an invasion), and when the 
warriors are motivated to do good rather than evil. 


He also argued that not waging war could not be 
justified when doing so would end injustice. Legal 
theorists such as Hugo Grotius (1583-1645) and Luigi 
Taparelli (1793-1862) developed Aquinas's ideas and. 
were instrumental in turning them into a set of 
internationally recognized principles. 

By the 20th century, these principles had become 
intermational law and were first applied at the Hague 
Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907. Later, they 
underpinned the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the 
UN's Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 
in 1951. However, international law only applies to 


The ethics of war 


Traditionally, just-war theorists argued that 
there are two criteria that can be used to 
justify going to war. The first is jus ad bellum 
(justice before war), which establishes that 
the reasons for going to war are just. The 
second is jus in bello (justice during war), 
which establishes that the war is fought 
justly and with due regard to avoiding 
civilian casualties. However, more recently, 
theorists have added a third criterion, jus 
post bellum (justice after war). This 
establishes that defeated enemies are 
treated humanely, are given fair trials, and 
are not punished disproportionately. 


ot seek peace 
at war, 
aut we go to war ti 
ay have peace.” 


St. Augustine of Hippo, letter to Bonifacium, quoted in St. Thomas 
Aquinas's Summa Theologica (c.1265-1273) 


Jus ad bellum 


War is justified if it corrects a great injustice, is a last 
resort, and does not inflict an even greater injustice 
on the enemy. It must be proportionate, have a high 
probability of success, and be commanded 
by a legitimate authority. 
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recognized sovereign states and so can only be 

enforced when combatants represent such states 
and their decisions. For this reason, the international The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
community is under increasing pressure to rethink was founded by Swiss humanitarian Henri Dunant in 


interational law so that it applies to other kinds of 1863, four years after the Battle of Solferino, in which 
conflict. These include civil wars, which not only are more than 40,000 soldiers were killed or wounded. 
wars within states but are often funded by other states Originally named the International Committee for Relief 
that are involved only to further their own interests. to the Wounded, the ICRC was the first organization to 


help mobilize medical support for soldiers internationally 
5 and to ensure that soldiers were given legal protection 
Establishing peace . after battle. Its mission has since expanded to include 
Another issue raised by just-war theorists concerns organizing protection for civilians, mediating between 


how a victorious nation should treat a defeated enemy warring parties, treating prisoners of war, and negotiating 
nation. For example, many historians have argued that with detaining authorities. ICRC volunteers wear a white 
the rise of Nazism in Germany was encouraged by the armband bearing a red cross—a symbol that grants them 
punitive reparations imposed on the nation after World protection under international law. The ICRC is part of the 
War I—and that the way in which a war is ended can International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. 
have a bearing on the next one (see pp.46—47). 


Jus in bello Jus post bellum 
During the war, violence should be proportionate, should When a war ends, the victors should publicly 
only be used against enemy combatants, and should only declare their victory and agree to peace terms 
be used to gain a clear military advantage. Harm to with a legitimate enemy authority. They should 
civilians should be minimized, and prisoners of war not seek revenge and should give fair trials 


should be treated humanely. to enemy leaders and combatants. 


Alliances and neutrality 


In international relations, an alliance is a formal agreement between 
two or more countries for mutual support in case of war. A neutral 
state does not support or help either, or any, side in a conflict. 


Strength in numbers ones —a sentiment expressed in the equally ancient 
States form alliances to strengthen themselves in proverb “the enemy of my enemy is my friend.” The 
the face of threats or to boost their power. Alliances conflict that consumed Europe from 1914 to 1918 
have been a feature of global politics since ancient involved so many nations formed into two opposing 
times. The Arthashasira, a 4th-century sce Sanskrit alliances (the Allies and the Central Powers) that it 
text on statecraft, advises that countries should seek became the first “world war.” Following World War IL 
alliances with distant states against neighboring (1939-1945), some former combatants created new 


Alliances and coalitions 


In the event of an attack on a nation in 

an alliance, other members of that alliance 
are obligated to come to its defense. In this sense, 
alliances exist to act in a crisis that has not yet 
occurred. This differs from coalitions, which are 
formed for a specific military action and are 
dissolved afterward. 


Two countries engage in hostilities. One 
may have acted as the aggressor against 
the other, but the end result is armed 

conflict between their armies. 


Both countries involved in the conflict 
belong to differing military alliances or 
coalitions, and those partner countries 
take sides and join the hostilities. 


Cold War alliances in the form of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), which combined the US 
and numerous Western European countries, and the 
Soviet Union—led Warsaw Pact. 


Staying neutral 

Some states prefer to avoid alliances, on the grounds 
that these may draw them into conflicts. Such states 
may choose to remain neutral, abstaining from 
participation in wars between other states and 
remaining impartial toward all combatants. A prime 
example is Switzerland, which, since its neutrality was 


“We have no eternal allies, and 
we have no perpetual enemies.” 


Lord Palmerston, former British prime minister, 
in a House of Commons speech (1848) 


There may be countries neighboring 
those involved in the conflict that 
abstain from choosing sides and decide 
to remain neutral. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Alliances and neutrality 
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established in 1815, has not fought in a foreign war—a 
way of ensuring external security and promoting peace. 
It does, however, maintain a standing army in case of 
attack. Costa Rica, on the other hand, established its 
neutrality in 1948 by abolishing its military. 

Modem conflicts rarely involve legally recognized 
combatants. More frequently, they are less easily 
defined conflicts, such as the so-called US War 
on Terror against extremist groups following the 
September 11 attacks. Wars of the future will likely 
take new forms, such as cyber warfare, and traditional 
understandings of alliances will also need to shift. 


Hersch Lauterpacht (1897-1960), an important scholar of 
international law, identified several types of neutrality. 


> Perpetual neutrality is where the status of a state is 
permanently neutral by special treaty. Examples include 
Austria, Malta, Switzerland, and Turkmenistan. 

> General and partial neutrality is where only a part 
of a state's territory is neutral—for example, by treaty. 
This happened when the 1864 Treaty of London 
recognized the Greek island of Corfu as “perpetually 
neutral’—although that neutrality was subsequently 
violated on several occasions. 

> Voluntary and conventional neutrality differ in 
that a neutral status is in some cases purely voluntary, 
while in other cases a state may be bound by treaty 
to remain neutral. 

> Armed neutrality is where a state maintains an army 
in order to protect itself if attacked. This is the case 
with Serbia and Switzerland. 

> Qualified neutrality allows a state to give some kind 

of aid to one belligerent. For example, Japan is a neutral 

country, but it hosts US military bases. 


Terrorism 


Terrorism is defined as the unlawful use of violence to achieve political 
ends, whether against civilians during war or in peacetime. It is a term 
that was first used during the French Revolution of 1789-1799. 


Political violence acts of violence, such as the or individuals who specifically 
The words terrorism and November 2008 attacks across targeted civilians at a time when 
terrorist became widely used. Mumbai in India, in which 172 the perpetrators and the target 
in the 1970s, chiefly in relation to people were killed. state were not formally at war. 
acts of violence committed during What all of these actions have However, terrorists may call 

the Northern Ireland, Basque, in common is that they were not themselves soldiers and cite 

and Israeli—Palestinian conflicts. perpetrated by soldiers against the peacetime conditions under 
Since then, the words have become _ other soldiers on a conventional which they live as being a 
associated with suicide bombings battlefield. Instead, they were permanent declaration of war 


and large-scale, indiscriminate performed by nonmilitary groups 


Terrorist targets 


Terrorist attacks are intended to intimidate a population or 
to compel a government to pursue or refrain from a certain 
policy or course of action. They may target specific 
individuals, random groups of people, or infrastructure, 
such as gas pipelines or communications networks. 


CIVILIANS 


Civilians are frequently the victims in terrorist 
attacks. For example, Islamic militants 
bombed Madrid, Spain, in 2004, killing 
193 civilians and injuring around 
2,000 others. 


POLITICAL ASSASSINATION 
Terrorists often target political figures. For 


gla onion Heeling oa jrough education 
Ferdinand of Austria in 1914. an fight terrorism... 
not th ign weapons. 


Malala Yousafzai, Nobel Peace Prize winner (2014) 
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on the part of their enemies. West. He also claimed that killing 

For example, when Osama bin civilians was justified because, 

Laden, co-founder of the Pan- in democracies, civilians are 

Islamic militant organization responsible for the actions of After studying hundreds of 
al-Qaeda, declared war against the governments they vote for. contemporary terrorist groups, 
the US in 1998, he did so to avenge Such arguments have been Professor Audrey Kurth Cronin of 
what he referred to as a century used by many terrorist groups, American University concluded 
of humiliation that the Arab world _—_ who often accuse their enemies that terrorism as a political tactic 
had suffered at the hands of the of perpetrating “state terrorism.” does not work. Ina 2011 report, 


Eventually, ist een she noted that no terrorist 


provoke an enemy into war, such as 


organization has ever been able 
te to take control of a state and that 
when a US-led coalition invaded | 94 percent of them have failed to 
Afghanistan in 2001 in achieve even one of their goals. 
response to the World 
Trade Center attacks. 


— 
As 
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Whether a group is considered to be a terrorist 
organization or not often changes over time. For 
example, the Kenya Land and Freedom Army, also 
known as Mau Mau, resisted British rule in Kenya 
from the late 1940s to the early 1960s. During the 
conflict, they were considered to be terrorists by 
the British. However, they have since become widely 
recognized as freedom fighters who paved the way 
for Kenyan independence in 1963. 
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There are man 
pressing issu: 
cannot be indivi aye ei 
oe eal by individual countries. pone Oe ace 
ee wee Global institutions navies ig ones 
, such as the United Nations (UN). re aibees eee 
L mn best positioned 


to address these 

problems b A 

jov y setting prioriti 

governments to agree to a Bhpticn Nae and putting pressure on 
ons. 


Expanding UN goals 


si os UN remains focused on its core 

dest st te attention has turned toward 

ie ee such as environmental ‘tes 

ee = member states agreed to ai hee : 
illennium Development Goals by 2015 


These have now been expanded to 17 Sustainabl ; 
inable 


Development Goals to achieve by 2030. 


NO POVERTY 

End all forms of poverty~an issue made 
worse by the COVID-19 pandemic~for all 
people across the world. 


ZERO HUNGER 
Put an end to hunger, ensure food security, 


boost nutrition, and make agriculture 
sustainable. 


D HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 
Promote healthy living and well-being for 
people of all ages and improve fife 
expectancy around the world. 


QUALITY EDUCATION 

Provide high-quality education 

and equal ‘opportunities for learning 
at any stage of life. 


iris and prom 
regardless of gender. 


CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION 
Make clean water. managed sustainably, 
available to everyone around the world, 
along with improved sanitation. 
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Mele acegalne from the outset, recogni 
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we economic one thai 
A Ith crisis but also an tween nations. 1 
is not just a healt alities within and be! r five 
Leg Mor aben tele health measures that all un de 
The WHO o 


countries should implement, with an urgent focus on the 
Poorest nations. As well as prov ding vaccines for all its vaccines 


to 

é ied governments 

has since lobbi m. 

vapiignday countries that badly need the U N 
ona 


UNICEF (2021) 
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\ ing fas fackle Clima, , 

eg moa communis es, ene ons its 
GFFORDABLE AND CLEAN Ey tio ther i) 
Give all People access to iafe, Sustainable FE Be; . 
affordable, and reliable Preserve ae 

a se opine and ensure ¢ Stainany tM and 

DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC G marine Fes 
Aim for long-term economic 8rowth and LiFe On LAND 
ensure Productive, Secure, good, and inclusive 5 fe 
employment for all. 
INDUsTry, INNOVATION, AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 


Make infrastructure resilient and improve 
the Sustainability of industry, 


REDUCED INEQUALITIES 
'Uce income inequalities within 
and between Countries and help People 
me S. 


lake cities ang Other urban settlements safe and 
Sustainable for all, with streets, Open areas, and 
Public transportation, 


RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION d 
AND PRODUCTION ing 
Boost Sustainable food Production and 

Consumption. 


Migration 


Humans have traditionally migrated in search of new resources and 
opportunities as well as in response to hardships caused by armed 


conflict, human rights violations, or environmental disasters. 
Migration patterns conflict, repression, or natural Impact on host countries 
An immigrant is a person who disasters. Those forced to emigrate, International migration changes 


has left their home to settle ina 
different country. It is estimated 
that around 272 million people live 
outside their countries of birth or 
citizenship—a number that has 
been steadily increasing in recent 
years. These immigrants account 
for around 3.5 percent of the 
world’s population, and they 
often move to nearby countries. 
Emigration takes two forms: 


often referred to as refugees, are the economic, demographic, 


legally covered by the 1951 UN racial, ethnic, and religious 
Refugee Convention. This states makeup of the host country. Asa 
that the first country in which consequence of this, the arrival 
they find refuge—once they are of immigrants always has a social 
formally registered as refugees— impact. Some may perceive this 

is obliged to provide them with positively, perhaps noting the 
assistance and protection for as newcomers’ contribution to the 
long as the threat in their home economy, the increase in the birth 


country persists. Refugee crises 
currently account for the most rapid 


Tate, and the greater cultural 
diversity. Others may view the 


voluntary, which is moving abroad growth in the number of global social impact negatively, as a drain 

for employment, study, ortoreunite immigrants, although the number on social services or a cause of 

with family; and forced, which is of refugees has actually declined community tensions due to 

leaving to escape persecution, in recent years. segregated populations. 
Causes of migration 


The conflict in Syria began in 
March 2011, when pro-democracy 
demonstrations were forcibly 
crushed by government troops. 
The violence spread nationwide, 
and Syria quickly descended into 
civil war. As a result, more than 
half the country’s population 
(about 13.5 million Syrians) have 
been forced to leave their homes. 
Of those displaced, 6.8 million 
refugees and asylum seekers 
(immigrants applying for refugee 
status) have fled to neighboring 
countries, such as Turkey, Lebanon, 
Jordan, and Iraq, or further afield 
to Europe and the US. Those 

who remain in Syria face a 
humanitarian crisis. 


While persecution, war, natural 
disasters, economic pressures, and the 
desire to join relatives remain some of 
the main causes of migration, people 
smuggling and human trafficking (the 
illegal trade in moving people across 
borders) are of growing concern. 

An estimated two million women 

and children are trafficked globally 
each year as part of an increasingly 
organized criminal network. 


Persecution 
Oppression because of a 
person's ethnicity, religion, 
race, politics, or culture can 
push them to leave their 
country of origin. 
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The quicker the immigrant often fill employment gaps and 
population is able to integrate, by help regenerate regional 
gaining employment, for example, economies—but also in their 
the more likely they are to be viewed countries of origin, since 
as having a positive effect. they often send money A better future 
Intemational immigrants make home to the family 
significant contributions, not onlyin members who 
their host countries—where they remain. 
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Natural disasters 


In recent years, the countries that have 
accepted the most immigrants include 
Germany, the US, Turkey, Canada, the 
UK, Uganda, and Colombia. People 
travel to these and other countries in 
search of better prospects. 


Earthquakes, rising sea 
levels, floods, droughts, 
extreme desertification, 
and infectious diseases 
are likely to contribute 
to a rise in global = 


migration in the future. 


Joining relatives 
Joining family is a major 
reason for migration. The 
US, for example, grants 
around 65 percent of 
permanent visas for 
family reunification. 
ww ww 


Conflict has 
traditionally 
contributed to the 
largest spikes in 
international 
migration. 


of US Fortune 500 
companies wer 
founded by immigrants o: 


The New American Economy Research Fund (2019) 


Geography has always played a major role in shaping 
the political landscape, particularly the balance 
of power between nations. 


The balance of power 

States, empires, and colonial powers 
have always tried to gain control over 
territory, populations, and key natural 
resources in order to guarantee their 
own survival. Historically, most wars 
have been fought on that basis, and 
although aggression is now illegal under 
interational law, geography still plays 
a crucial role in international politics. 


Geopolitical theorists try to understand th migration on the \ 
how the changing nature of the world’s wi territories, 
. rise, Many the 
resources influences the power of states such as the us and 
and the relationships between them. In European Union, are 
the past, their goal was to advise states taking increasingly 
on how to maximize power in a constantly ng eee 
changing environment while also keeping secure their borders: 


conflict to a minimum. They argued that 
this could be achieved by maintaining 

a “balance of power,” whereby powerful 
states aligned themselves in such a way that 
they balanced each other out. The Cold War 
was an example of such power balancing. 


Land and sea 

Many theorists predicted the fall of the early 
European empires and the rise of new powers, 
such as Russia, the US, and China, which had 
control over the largest and most resource- 
rich territories. They also argued over which 
factors would determine which states would. 
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SG trade routes alized 
ee nan increasingly go lying 
EO world, with industries Fe 


dominate the modem world. For example, [ Se a 
Competing for control al 
Geopolitical thinkers predict that the political Brain Es countri 
landscape of the future will be dominated by the ASS preferential 
US and China. Whether one power is dominant to BNE Pro migrants 
over the other or some kind of power balance th key skills, 

is maintained between them, there are various mallet countries 
geopolitical issues that may define their relationship. —- gentire 


of specialists. 
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Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914) argued that 
control of the seas was essential, while others, 
such as Sir Halford Mackinder (1861-1947), 
argued that the key factor was control of Eurasia. 
Today, as well as considering traditional 


concems about trade routes and who controls 
the seas, theorists take into account a wide 
Ene a range of new factors that influence state 
4 ee decisions. These include the effects of climate 
critical 
energy: 
to alter the 


change, access to food, pressures to expand 
arable land, globalization and the market for 
cheap labor, big data and cybercrime, and 
the effects of increased migration. 


eland cease, 
As their populations inc = 


cybercrime 
global 


economy in 2021. 


McAfee, security software company (2021) 


O CASE STUDY 


Anew Arctic 


The Arctic’s melting ice is opening 
up new sea lanes, which could 
shorten shipping routes by up to 
half and provide access to new 
sources of oil and gas. The eight 
members of the Arctic Council— 
Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, 
and the US—are each eager to 
maintain control over these routes 
and resources. To ensure this, they 
have substantially increased their 
military presence in the region. 


ate change e 
d ee warming, pare ed iS a 
“4 ignificant new a 
‘a viable land and resource! 
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Foreign aid 


Historically, countries only gave aid to their military allies or their 
colonial territories. However, in the modern era, many governments 
see it as their duty to offer assistance to developing countries. 


The origins of foreign aid 

Until recent decades, there were two main kinds of 
foreign aid: military assistance from one strategic 
ally to another and infrastructure assistance from a 


colonial power to its colony. However, in the aftermath 


of World War II, two new factors came into play: the 
US-sponsored Marshall Plan, which provided aid to 
16 European countries that signed up to the initiative, 
and the founding of new international organizations, 
such as the United Nations and the World Bank (see 
pp.164—65). These institutions in particular played a 
crucial role in determining the allocation of foreign 


aid in the postwar period. Other major country-led aid 


Delivering foreign aid 


programs started off as initiatives to manage 
reparations after World War II (paid in particular 
by Germany and Japan) and to deliver aid to former 
colonies after they had gained independence. 


Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
ODA is the most common type of foreign aid 

today. Aimed at promoting development and 
combating poverty, it is usually given in the form 

of grants, although sometimes as loans, provided 
by governments, international organizations, or 
NGOs. The largest aid givers are the members 

of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 


Foreign aid has had a significant impact around the world, Since 
1990, it has helped raise many countries out of extreme poverty, cut 
maternal and child mortality rates in half, increased life expectancy 
from 65 years to over 72 years, and greatly reduced deaths from 


diseases, such as smallpox, polio, and malaria. 


Education Agriculture 
Aid for education remains crucial, Agricultural aid helps countries Clean water is crucial for maintaining 
particularly after the COVID-19 produce food. This reduces poverty basic levels of health and for fighting 


pandemic, which has disrupted 
learning for 1.6 billion students. 


and many sources of conflict, which 
in turn increases global stability. 


the spread of disease. Most water-aid 
funds go to sub-Saharan Africa. 
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Development (OECD) and its Development Assistance 
Committee. These represent the countries of Western 
Europe, the US, Canada, Japan, Australia, New 
Zealand, Brazil, China, Iceland, India, Turkey, 
and the United Arab Emirates, among others. 

Since the 1970s, the international benchmark 
for providing foreign aid has been 0.7 percent of a 
country's gross national income (GNI). However, only 
a small number of countries—Denmark, Luxembourg, 
the UK, Norway, and Sweden—has actually met this 
target. Although the US remains the largest donor, 
foreign aid makes up only 0.18 percent of its GNI. 


1 investment, 


“Foreign aid is 
1 expense.” 


Kay Granger, US politician, HuffPost (2011) 


Foreign aid is delivered by various institutions, ranging 

from governments to charitable organizations. 

> Bilateral aid is direct government-to-government 
assistance. 

> Multilateral aid is when multiple governments pool 
resources with organizations, such as the World Bank, 
the International Monetary Fund, and the UN. 

> Tied aid is financial aid that the receiving country must 
spend on goods produced by the lending country. 

> Voluntary aid is a charitable donation, particularly 
when countries are facing a humanitarian crisis. 

> Project aid is assistance in financing a specific project. 

> Military aid is similar to tied aid but is specific to 
weapons and military supplies. 


Environment 
Climate-related foreign 
aid is on the rise. However, 
climate legislation continues to 


lag in many receiving countries, 


suggesting that more effective 
en interventions are needed. 
Military 
Military aid constitutes almost 
30 percent of US foreign aid. 
It helps reduce 
~- conflict and enables 
aid workers to 
do their jobs. ay ) 
y 
} 
Humanitarian Health Training 
Emergency, or humanitarian, aid Foreign aid for health focuses on Teaching local people to develop new 
delivers critical relief to people the health challenges that affect skills, whether as construction workers 


or as police officers, helps reduce their 
need for foreign support. 


low-income countries, such as 
AIDS, malaria, and malnutrition. 


around the world affected by 
natural disasters and armed conflict. 


Environmental 
challenges 


Global warming demands that human beings drastically reduce the amount 
of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, that they produce. However, 
enforcing such a change requires strong international leadership. 


International agreements 

The Paris Agreement was the first legally binding 
international treaty on climate change. Signed in 
December 2015 by 196 governments under the 
UN umbrella, it aimed to prevent the world’s 


average temperature from rising 2°C above pre- 
industrial levels. However, although the agreement 
outlined a shared vision and promised financial 
support for the countries that signed it, it failed to 
provide a mechanism for enforcing its principles. 


Greenhouse gas emissions 


In order to lower global temperatures, humanity must reduce Electricity 
the amount of greenhouse gases it produces. This will involve Producing electricity 

radically rethinking the following key areas of human by burning coal, 
activity, each of which contributes to global warming. natural gas, or oil 
accounts for 25 

percent of all 
Transportation greenhouse gas 

Buildings Gasoline and diesel emissions. 


Residential and 
commercial buildings 
produce 6 percent of 

emissions, either by 


used in transportation 
account for 12 percent 
of all emissions. 
Aviation, shipping, 


barns focal eatsto and trains account for 
4 ng uels fo 19, 1.7, and 0.4 
eating or by using percent, respectively. 


toxic products. 
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At the same time, the UN set out the Sustainable 
Development Goals (see pp.184-85) that countries 
should aim for, although these were not legally binding. | Enyironmentalists have alerted governments to numerous 


Many environmentalists (see pp.64—65) argue that problems caused by human behavior. 
governments need to take far more drastic achon. One > Food waste: A third of the world’s food (around 
such measure is to adjust tax structures and industry 1.3 billion tons) is wasted or lost each year. 
incentives in order to lerease green innovation and > Biodiversity loss: Earth's animal population has reduced 
decrease humanity's reliance on highly polluting energy by more than 68 percent since 1970. 
sources. National carbon taxes, for , have > Plastic pollution: More than 11 million tons of plastic 
been proven to reduce carbon emissions significantly. go into the oceans annually. 


However, although around 25 countries have used this 
tax, few have set it high enough to enforce a significant 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. 


Deforestation 
Trees absorb and 
Industry store carbon dioxide. 
Industries that burn Deforestation 
fossil fuels on site or therefore increases 
release greenhouse the amount of 
gases during their carbon dioxide in 
manufacturing the atmosphere. 
processes produce Agriculture 
ad att Around 16 percent 
all emissions. of emislone are 
produced by rice 
fields and livestock, wu " 
both of which [| | ¥ 
release methane into , 4 J 
the atmosphere. | ee | é 
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GOVERNMENTS 
AROUND THE 
WORLD 


This chapter offers an overview of the main 
govemments of the world today. Organized by 
geographical region, it explores the wide range of 
political systems that have evolved in recent decades, 
most of which are rooted in ideas and practices 
that go back hundreds, if not thousands, of years. 
Although many political systems are similar, no 
two governments are exactly the same. Each one 
has its own philosophy and style of administration, 
shaped by the unique history and culture of the 
country it governs. 


C) Capital |?) Main languages 8 Head of state 
B) Population fit Political system 
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North and 
Central America 


All of these countries practice some form of democratic government 
and have civil rights enshrined in law. However, violence and corruption 
in parts of Central America undermine political stability. 


Canada 


ottawa 

338.2 million 
English, French 
\Federal Constitutional 
Monarchy 

E3Monarch of UK, 
represented by 
Governor General 


Bridging cultures 

A federation of former British 
colonies, made up of 13 provinces 
and territories, Canada uses the 


prime minister leads government. 
The lower chamber (House of 
Commons) is directly elected for 
five-year terms, while senators in 
the upper house (Senate) are chosen 
by the prime minister with no fixed 
term. Political parties have often 
built coalitions to bridge different 
groups and regions, a practice 
known as “brokerage politics.” 

The province of Quebec is majority 


Since 1982, Canada’s constitution 
has recognized three groups of 
Indigenous peoples: the First 
Nations, the Métis Nation, and the 
Inuit, each with its own culture, 


language, and history. Despite legal 
protections, social and economic 
inequalities exist. The government 
has begun to address the country’s 
colonial history and its lasting 
impact; an ongoing process of 
reconciliation aims to rebuild 


British parliamentary system. French-speaking; a referendum in Canada's relationship with its 

The UK monarch is represented 1995 rejected independence from Indigenous peoples. 

by the Governor General, and the Canada by a margin of 1 percent. 

Mexico 
O)Mexico City assassinations of politicians. Mexico has a diverse Indigenous 
Hea en According to a global report, in population, but it is made up of 

» = ireceral Presidential 2020, Mexico was also the most some of the nation’s poorest people. 

Republic dangerous country for journalists 
President to work in. 


Politics under threat 

Mexico is blessed with valuable 
natural resources, but it suffers 
from significant social and economic 
inequality and endemic violence. 
The 1917 constitution guaranteed 
rights and civil liberties, but in 
practice, these are impeded by 
corruption at all levels, organized 
crime, drug cartels, and regular 


The president, who is head of 
state and government, is directly 
elected for a nonrenewable 
six-year term. The lower house 
{Chamber of Deputies) is elected 
for three-year terms, and the 
upper house (Senate) for six years. 
Members can serve two terms, 
but not consecutively. Voting is 
compulsory, but this law is 
unenforced in practice. 
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United States of America 


s° Washington, D.C. Electoral College (see right). 
- par lead It is possible for a candidate 
q “” {© Federal Presidential to receive the most votes 
— Republic overall but not win. The 
President 50 states have their own 
constitutions and 
Starting from scratch governments; tensions 


After declaring independence from 


Britain in 1776, the United Colonies boundaries lie between 

became the United States of state and federal power. 

America, and the new nation set up 

its own political system. Rejecting Low turnouts Electoral College system 

the rule of monarchy, the country's US voter engagement isoftenlow. _In apresidential election, voters 
founders formulated a constitution This might partly be due to the cast their ballot. These are tallied, 
that included checks and balances _ difficulties some citizens face in and in 48 states, the winner gets 
on power and a Bill of Rights that registering to vote in certain states. all the electoral votes for that state. 
enshrined personal freedoms. Recently, concerns about procedure Maine and Nebraska assign their 


To balance differently sized states, 


have also been politicized, resulting 


electors using a proportional system. 
A candidate needs 270 votes (out 


the 435-seat lower house (House of in a lack of trust in democratic of 538) to win 
Representatives) is based on state institutions and processes. . 
population; in contrast, every state, Since the days of legalized Branches of government 
no matter its size, isrepresented by discrimination based on race, US By sharing power across three 
two senators in the upper house civil rights have come a long way, independent branches, the authors of 
(Senate). The president is chosen but lasting systemic racism still the US Constitution hoped to prevent 
through a process called the sparks regular political protest. any monopolization of power. 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH EXECUTIVE BRANCH JUDICIAL BRANCH 
The body that makes laws. The federal government, The body that interprets 


eeanenene 


which executes the law. 


and acts upon the law. 


US CAPITOL WHITE HOUSE i SUPREME 
COURT 
LNLUUNOUHU re laileaii UNNUUII 
vores DOUUOUUUUOUUUUD cauaa = tonne t 1ountl 
onnae onnae 
eee HMMM cers Gp MP teat “eet 
CONGRESS PRESIDENT SUPREME COURT 
Congress is divided into two chambers The president heads the executive The Supreme Court has jurisdiction 
of directly elected officials. branch of the federal government. over all federal and state courts. 

HOUSE OF OTHER FEDERAL 

REPRESENTATIVES cents Wes eole aay Goh ia COURTS 


a 


the continent, but wealth inequality is still an issue. 


Costa Rica 


O)San Jose 
35.1 million 
% E\Spanish (official) 
©) Presidential Republic 
E’President 


A model democracy 
Formerly governed by Spain and 
then Mexico, Costa Rica has been 
independent since 1838. The 
president (who is head of both 
state and government), two vice 
presidents, and 57 deputies in the 
Legislative Assembly are elected 
for four-year terms. Politicians 
can serve two terms but not 


Venezuela 


Caracas 


283 million 

Spanish, Indigenous 

languages 

Federal Presidential 

Republic 

E¥President 
A nation in crisis 
Venezuela has vast oil reserves, but 
since 2013, mismanagement by an 
autocratic regime as well as falling 
oil prices have led to economic 
collapse, hyperinflation, and a 
humanitarian crisis. Millions of 
citizens have left the country. 


consecutively, and candidate 
lists must have equal gender 
representation. Voting is 
technically compulsory, but this 
is not enforced. Election Day is 
a national holiday, often with a 
carnival atmosphere. 

The judiciary is independent of 
the executive and the legislature, 
and the republic has a robust 
system of constitutional checks 
and balances. The constitution 
enshrines equal rights, but in 
practice, Indigenous minorities 
continue to face discrimination. 


Constitutionally, Venezuela is 
a democratic republic, but the 
ruling party is authoritarian in 
practice. In 1998, Hugo Chavez 
was elected president, and his 
1999 constitution added rights for 
citizens, such as free education 
and health care. 

After the 2019 elections, Juan 
Guaid6, the opposition leader, 
declared himself president, an act 


recognized by around 60 countries. 


Incumbent president Nicolés 
Maduro contested the result 
and remained in office. 


Central and South 
America 


In 1979, two-thirds of Latin Americans lived under military 
rule. Since then, a “third wave” of democratization has swept 


Reallocating military spending 

In 1949, Costa Rica replaced its army 
with a civil guard and invested the 
savings in other public services. 


www.worldvision.org (2021) 


Brazil 


Orasilia 

©3214. million 
Portuguese 
)Federal Presidential 
Republic 

President 


Coalition presidentialism 
Brazil is the world's fifth largest 
country by area and the sixth most 
populous. A former Portuguese 
colony, it achieved independence in 


1822 and became a republic in 1889. 


In the 20th century, military coups 
punctuated periods of democracy 
and autocracy, but civilian nile 
retumed in 1985. 

Brazil's constitution, rewritten 
from scratch in 1988, defines it as 
a democratic federal republic. The 
president is both head of state and 
head of government and is elected 
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for a four-year term. The country’s 
unrestricted party system means 
that it has around 35 political 
parties, the majority of which 

are represented in the National 
Congress. Along with the need to 
work with federal governors, this 


The Brazilian flag 

Brazil's flag reflects its history and 
geography. It has evolved over time 
and took its current form in 1992. 
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creates “coalition presidentialism,” 
in which the president's role falls 
somewhere between US-style 
presidentialism and European-style 
parliamentary coalitions. 

Voting is compulsory for citizens 
between the ages of 18 and 70, 
unless they are illiterate, in which 
case it is optional. 


1. Green is for the land and the color 

of the first emperor of Brazil's family, 
the Portuguese House of Braganga. 

2. Yellow is for gold and the house 

of Hapsburg, the family of the first 
emperor's wife. 

3. The blue and white circle replaced 
the royal arms when Brazil became a 
republic in 1889. 

4. The stars represent Brazil's 26 states 
and its federal district. They are arranged 
to correspond to constellations visible in 
the Southern Hemisphere. 

5. Brazil's motto is “Order and Progress.” 


Chile 


Santiago 
19.3 million 
Spanish 
! ©)Presidential 
; Republic 
ba E’President 
A revised constitution 
After the violent and repressive 
military dictatorship of Augusto 


Pinochet from 1973 to 1990, Chile 
returned to multi-party democracy. 
In 2019, waves of civil unrest over 
the increased cost of living led to 

a plan to write a new constitution. 
A Citizens’ Assembly was elected 
in 2021. Once it completes the work 
of drafting and approving a new 
constitution for Chile, it will be 


ratified by the country's citizens 
through a referendum. The current 
constitution dates from Pinochet's 
regime and does not recognize 
Chile's Indigenous people, who 
make up more than 12 percent 
of the population. 

The directly elected president 
is head of state and government. 
Legislative power is shared 
between the government and 
the two chambers of the National 
Congress (Congreso Nacional): the 
155-member lower house (Camara 
de Diputados) and the 50-seat 
upper house (Senado). Chile's 
judiciary is independent, with a 
Supreme Court as final arbiter. 


@ 28 Left-wing coalition 

© 25 Center-left coalition 

© 17 Indigenous groups 

© 48 Independents 

@ 37 Center-right coalition 

Citizens’ Assembly 

Chile’s new constitution will be the 
first ever created by an equal number 


of men and women. Seven delegates 
also publicly identify as LGBTQ+. 


Europe has both republics and monarchies, although all are governed by 
democratic institutions. Former Soviet states in Europe have redefined 
their political systems since the fall of the Communist bloc in 1989. 


United Kingdom 


London 
63679 million 
English 
\Constitutional 
Monarchy 
Monarch 


Change over time 

The UK's system of constitutional 
monarchy, based on the nule of 
law and supremacy of parliament, 
was created over many centuries 
as power shifted in stages from 

an absolute monarchy to a 
representative democracy. The 
UK's constitution is not a written 
document of deliberate design 

but rather a combination of case 
law, statutes, and conventions 
developed over time. There is no 
strict separation of powers: the 
government (the prime minister 
and the cabinet) is drawn from 
parliament. The House of Commons 
can dissolve government or trigger 
an election if it passes a motion of 


no confidence. The UK’s blueprint 
for parliamentary democracy 
spread to much of the British 
Empire. In 2020, the UK withdrew its 
membership in the European Union. 


Devolution 
Some areas of the UK have 
devolved powers for making laws 
and providing public services in 
areas such as health and education. 
Norther Ireland has a troubled 
history, caught between those 
supporting a united Ireland and 
those wanting to remain with 
Britain. Following peace talks, the 
Good Friday Agreement in 1998 
created the Northern Ireland 
Assembly. Referendums in 1997 
saw the creation of parliaments for 
Wales (which had joined with 
England in 1536) and Scotland 
(which had joined the Union in 
1707); Scottish independence 
remains a live issue. 


UK government structure 


The monarch is a ceremonial head of state only. 

In the lower house (House of Commons), 650 MPs 
are elected by first-past-the-post voting. The leader 
of the majority party becomes prime minister and 
forms a government. Peers in the upper house (the 
House of Lords) are unelected and serve for life. 
The judiciaries of England and Wales, Scotland, 

and Northern Ireland are independent. 


1 Prime Minister 2 Speaker 


3 Leader of the Opposition 


NORTHE 
IRELAN! 


Wi 


© Scottish Parliament 129 
members. The first minister 
leads government. 

@ Northern Ireland Assembly 
90 members. A system of power 
sharing means nationalists and 
unionists must both be 
represented in the executive. 

© Senedd Cymru (Welsh 
Parliament) 60 members. The 
first minister leads government. 

© English devolution 25 directly 
elected mayors. 


France 


©Paris 

65.3 million 
French 
E\Semi-presidential 
Constitutional Republic 
President 


Secular republic 

France overthrew its monarchy 

in a revolution that began in 1789. 
It formed a republic based on the 
ideals of “liberty, equality, and 
fraternity.” The current system, 
known as the Fifth Republic, was 
introduced by Charles de Gaulle in 
1958, who replaced a parliamentary 
republic with a semi-presidential 
system that split powers between 
a president as head of state and 

a prime minister as head of 
government. If a candidate has no 
majority in a presidential election, a 
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second ballot is held. The lower 
house (National Assembly) has 577 
elected members, or “deputies”"— 
of which 11 represent France's 
overseas territories. The upper 
house (Senate) has 348 members 
selected by a panel of elected 
officials. The independent judiciary 
uses a system of civil law that is 
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Europe 


based on the principles of the 
French Revolution. Unusually for 
Europe, there is a strict separation 
between Church and state. For 
example, no religious clothing (such 
as Christian crosses and Muslim 
headscarves) can be worn in public 
institutions, such as schools and 
government offices. 


t ELECTS 


* FORMS 
REMOVED BY 


Premier-presidentialism 

In this type of semi-presidentialism, 
the president appoints the cabinet 
ministers, but parliament must approve 
them, and only it can remove them. 


Spain 


©Madrid 

346.8 million 
Spanish (Castilian), 
Catalan, Valencian, 
Gallego (Galician), 
Euskera (Basque) 
E\Constitutional 
Monarchy 
EiMonarch 


A patchwork of nations 
After four decades under the dictator 
Francisco Franco, Spain transitioned 
to a parliamentary democracy in 
1978. The monarch is a ceremonial 
head of state, and the prime minister 
heads the national government. 
Parliament (Cortes Generales) 
has two chambers: the lower house 
(Congreso de los Diputados), with 


350 directly elected deputies, 
and the 265-seat upper house 
(Senado). Most senators are 
elected, but some are appointed 
by regional legislatures. 

Spain is a decentralized country 
of nations rather than a federation. 
Seventeen autonomous communities 
and two cities on the North African 
coast have Statutes of Autonomy 
and their own legislative and 
executive branches. The Basque 
Country, Catalonia, and Galicia 
also have extra powers. Galicia 
has nationalist groups, and Basque 
nationalist parties are popular, 
but the violent wing of Basque 


separatism, ETA, disbanded in 2018. 


Catalan separatism 

In 2017, the Catalan parliament 
declared independence following a 
referendum that was ruled illegal by 
Spain’s Constitutional Court. Spain’s 
central government temporarily took 
control of Catalan institutions. 


Germany 


NS 
os 


OBerlin Consensus building 
383.9 million = 
Geman Germany's system was designed FY 
Federal Parliamentary in 1949 with the aim of ensuring 
Republic both stability and fairness. In the 4 
EiPresident wake of the Nazi dictatorship in ah 
the 1930s, its constitution sought "Case 
Global leader to limit extremist parties. Under the STATES 
Germany is a parliamentary current system, one party rarely . 
democracy comprising 16 states. obtains enough legislative seats OURS OF THE EUS SDE IN 2012 


Split into East and West Germany to form a government, so coalitions, . "1 

after World War II, it was reunified negotiation, and compromise are feu pee ears has 
in 1990 and has since become the = the norm. German governments ate a gross domestic product (GDP)—a 
world’s fourth-biggest economy. often named to reflect the colors of key measure of economic output— 
Despite having a strong global their parties, such as the “traffic equating to nearly one-quarter of the 
voice, internal inequalities persist. light” and the “Jamaica” coalitions. European Union's total. 


APPOINTS 
Mixed-member a 
proportional _ GOVERNMENT BUNDESRAT 
(MMP) voting Tanah @ 
The executive arm ELECTS The upper house, 
Voters use MMP to elect the comprises ministers # or Federal Council, 
: led by the Chancellor. represents 16 states. 

lower house (Bundestag): by z BUNDESVERSAMMLUNG PI 
half the seats are selected cee B “Tha eolelncion Githe ery 
directly in 299 constituencies < area 

irectly Federal Convention, or SENDS 
and half by party. Party seats PROPOSES Assembly, is to elect the DELEGATES 
are allocated proportionately Federal President in 
to all those over a minimum a secret ballot. PH 


threshold. There are 598 : ICELLOR: GOV! 1ENTS 
permanent seats, but the 


: The head of the The government of 
total number varies for executive is alsoa STATE DELEGATES each state makes its 
fairness. Germany's federal legislative member. own policy decisions. 


upper house (Bundesrat) 
has representatives of each 
state government rather 
than members who have 
been directly elected. 


SEE 
ELECTS 


’ 
i. = 


Federal structure The lower house, or Each of the 16 states 
Ree Federal Parliament, has its own directly 
The 1949 Constitution represents the citizens. elected parliament. 


outlines five federal organs: 
the President, the Parliament 


(Bundestag), the Council a 
(Bundesrat), the Government, ELECTS ] q ] ) ) ) iF” AA # q ] ¢ ELECTS 
and the Constitutional Court. 


ALL GERMAN CITIZENS At 8 AND OVER 


Netherlands 


©dAmsterdam; Seat of 
Government: The Hague 
171 million 

Dutch 
\Constitutional 
Monarchy 

Monarch 


# 


Global player 

The Netherlands is a constitutional 
monarchy that has developed over 
centuries, with changing borders, 
rulers, and politics. Highly 
industrialized, it has a market 
economy and a global outlook: 

it is home to Europol (the EU's 
law enforcement agency), the 
International Criminal Court, and 
the International Court of Justice, 
and it is a founding member of 
the EU. The kingdom includes the 
Netherlands in Western Europe as 
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Europe 


well as three countries and three 
municipalities in the Caribbean—a 
legacy of its empire and influence 
as a maritime trading nation. 


Coaliti ing 
The power to make laws is shared 
between the two-house parliament 
and the executive government—a 
Council of Ministers led by a prime 
minister. Tweede Kamer, or the 
House of Representatives, has 150 


ef 
¢ 


members directly elected in 

a system of proportional 
representation (PR). Seats in the 
single constituency are shared 
Tespectively among parties, even 
those with less than 1 percent of 
the vote. In an election, no party 
has ever gained an absolute 
majority, so coalition governments 
must be negotiated. During this 
time—the record is 271 days in 
2021—the previous government 
acts as a caretaker “demissionary 
cabinet.” The Senate (Eerste 
Kamer) has 75 elected members. 


Socially progressive 

The Netherlands was the first country 
to legalize same-sex marriage. The 
2001 legislation also enabled same- 
sex couples to adopt children. 


Italy 


©Rome 
60.5 million 
Oltalian 
| unitary Constitutional 
Parliamentary Republic 
a! EsPresident 


Centralized power 

Italy has been a republic since 
abolishing its monarchy by 
referendum in 1946. In 1948, 

a constitution was written to 
safeguard against dictatorship, 
as had been seen under Benito 
Mussolini from the 1920s until 
the end of World War I. A global 
player, Italy has an advanced 
economy, although some regional 
inequalities and reports of 


corruption and organized crime 
hamper its progress. Italy is a 
centralized collection of 20 
historically independent and 
diverse regions, with five having 
extra powers aimed at preserving 
their cultural identity. 


Political fragmentation 
Italy’s executive, led by the prime 
minister, depends on both chambers 
of the legislative parliament. The 
lower house (Camera dei Deputati) 
retums seats in a parallel voting 
system that includes both first- 
past-the-post and PR. This benefits 
minor parties and results in 
coalition governments. Italy 


experiences more infighting, 
allegiance switching, and scandals 
than other European coalitions, 
leading to political instability. 


governments 
have held office 
since 1945. 


www.economist.com, “Why does Italy go 
through so many governments?” (2021) 


Norway 


. OOslo 

354 million 
C\Nomegian 
Constitutional 
Monarchy 
Monarch 


Trust and collaboration 
Ranked the “best democracy 


France. In 2009, the upper house of 
parliament was abolished, creating 
a single legislature (the Stortinget), 
with 169 members elected by 
MAIC PLAyy, 
ye Ny 
& Me 


proportional representation. Unlike 
many legislatures, it cannot be 
dissolved before the end of its 
four-year term. The monarch is 

the ceremonial head of state, 

and negotiated minority 
governments are common. 


in the world” by the Economic Sami representation 
Intelligence Unit, Norway has In 1989, the independent Sami 
a good level of public trust and parliament and administration 
engagement. It has a high standard were set up to represent the 
of living with a low wealth gap, Indigenous Sami people at a 
and its society is built on political national and international level. 
freedoms and shared values. Party (Sweden and Finland also have 
politics tend to be collaborative Sami parliaments.) 
rather than combative. aKET _ 
cnmtncen tion ill ic, Nec me 
a the British a neoliberal approach, 
constitutional N Anite Scandinavian countries 
monarchy, the z have social democracies 
US constitution, 3 that combine capitalist 
and ideals from % economics with 
Revolutionary socialist values. 
Poland 

OWwarsaw returning Poland to parliamentary 

ape oo democracy. Poland’s lower house 

eS Unitary Semi- (Sejm), upper house (Senat), and 
presidential Republic president are all directly elected, 
President and the prime minister leads the 


Post-socialist democracy 
Poland has a strong identity and 
along history, despite its borders 
having fluctuated due to war. After 
World War I, Poland became a 
satellite state of the Soviet Union. 
In 1989, the trade union Solidarity 
forced the regime to hold elections, 


government. Poland joined NATO 
in 1999 and the EU in 2004, but 
relations have suffered after 
Poland introduced reforms that 


restricted the freedom of the media. 


Within the country, there are also 
tensions between pro-life Catholic 
conservatives and people who hold 
liberal EU values. 


first written 
constitution. 


European Commission, 
ec.europa.eu (2021) 


Hungary 


©Budapest 

397 million 
Hungarian 
unitary 
Parliamentary Republic 
E3President 


. 4 


Constitutional changes 
In 1989, a new liberal democracy 
replaced the Soviet-style communist 
dictatorship that had annulled 
Hungary's parliamentary system 
in 1948. The amended constitution, 
guaranteed by a new Constitutional 
Court, resulted in a multiparty 
system, free elections, anda 
market economy. 

Hungary has an indirectly 
elected president as head of state, 
but the prime minister heads 
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the executive and wields the 
most political power, subject to 
parliament. The legislative National 


2004, but the EU has raised 
concerns over constitutional 
changes and discrimination against 


Assembly is elected in a mixed the LGBTQ+ community. It is the 
system of direct single-member only EU state to be downgraded 
constituencies and party lists. to “partly free" by the Freedom 
Hungary joined the EU in House democracy watchdog. 


Since 2010, prime minister 
Viktor Orban has pursued 
“illiberal democracy’ in the 5 
interests of national security. 3 

a 


Reforms have enabled the 
government to bypass 
parliament and interfere in 
the judiciary and the media. 


co 


O©Moscow \Federal 
14529 million Semi-presidential 
Russian Constitutional 
E)President Republic 
Return to autocracy 
After the collapse of the Soviet 


Union, the political, economic, and 


social chaos of the 1990s led Russia 


Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) 

Russia rules over most of the former 
Soviet Union with the CIS. Georgia 
and Ukraine withdrew after Russian 
military action against them. 


also authoritarianism. Presidential 
and parliamentary elections do still 
take place, but any meaningful 
opposition has been dismantled, 
making Russia a one-party state. 


to return to its Soviet tradition of 
having a single strong leader. Since 
2000, President Vladimir Putin has 
brought stability, national pride, 
and some economic progress, but 


MOLDOVA 


_ MEMBER STATE 
J) ASSOCIATED STATE 
1) FORMER STATE 


Many African nations won independence from colonial rule in the 
1950s and 60s. Since then, most have moved from military or single- 
party rule to multiparty regimes, with varying degrees of success. 


Nigeria 


DaAbuja 

6213.6 million 
English (official), 
Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa 
@\Federal Presidential 
Republic 

EXPresident 


a 


Mixed law 

The Nigerian 
legal system 

is unusual in 
deriving its 

laws from four 
different sources. 


Developing democracy 
Following 33 years of dictatorship, 
Nigeria embraced democracy in 
1999. It became a federal republic, 
with a new constitution and 


executive power exercised by the 
president. However, corruption and 


election irregularities hamper 
political and civil freedoms, and 
Tecent social media reforms restrict 
free speech. Security challenges, 
including radical jihadism and 
separatist movements, threaten 
national stability. 


Ethiopia 
&s 


8119.1 million 
Gamharic, Oromo, 
Tigrinya, Somali 
\Semi-presidential 
Federal Republic 
EsPresident 


Ethnic tensions 

The oldest independent country 

in Africa, Ethiopia was a monarchy 
for centuries under the Solomonic 
Dynasty. Since the 1900s, however, 
it has experienced a diverse range 
of political systems, from Marxist- 
Leninist rule to its current status as 
a federal democratic republic. It has 


more than 90 ethnic groups, which 
has been the cause of political 
instability, as ethnic tensions have 
erupted into violence, displacement, 
and humanitarian crises. In 2020, 
the Tigray region descended into a 
full-scale civil war with the state. 
The president is head of state 
and is elected by parliament. The 
government is led by the prime 
minister. The lower house is 
directly elected, and the upper 
house is elected by state 
assemblies. However, elections 
are often marred by arrests, 
coercion, and registration barriers. 


Ethiopia has experienced turbulent 
changes of leadership, along with 
genocide, famine, and civil war. 


1936-1941 Italian 
occupation, ruled by 
dictator Benito Mussolini 


1941-1974 Restoration of 
(ws) the monarchy, ruled by 
Emperor Haile Selassie 


1974-1991 Marxist-Lenin 
®) socialist state, ruled bya 


military junta called the 
“Derg” 


1991- Federal Democratic 
Republic 


® 


©Dakar 

173 million 

French (official), Wolof 
E)Presidential Republic 
GPresident 


& 


Faltering democracy 

Since independence from France 
in 1960, Senegal has been one of 
Africa’s most stable democracies, 


with relatively liberal civil freedoms. 


For the first 40 years, there was 
effectively single-party socialist 
rule, but in 1999, the incumbent 
president was defeated by an 
opposition candidate in an 
election deemed free and fair 
by intermational observers. 

The president—the head of state 
and of government—is directly 
elected for up to two five-year 
terms. If no candidate receives 
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more than 50 percent of the vote, 
there is a second ballot. The 
single-chamber parliament 
(National Assembly) is elected 
for five-year terms using a mixed 
parallel voting system. Around 
96 percent of the nation is Muslim, 
although there is no official state 
religion. Political parties compete 
across ethnic and religious lines. 
Although Senegal has a 
reputation for transparency in 
government, the executive branch 
exerts significant control over the 
judiciary. A report by independent 
researcher NGO Freedom House 
states that politically motivated 
prosecutions of opposition leaders 
and changes to the electoral laws 
have reduced the competitiveness 
of the opposition in recent years. 


Africa 


@ Party Block Vote (PBV) 90 seats from 
45 single and multiseat districts. The 
party with the most votes receives all 
of that district's seats. 


@ Party Block Vote (PBV) overseas 
15 seats from 10 overseas districts voted 
for by Senegalese citizens living abroad. 


@ Proportional representation 60 seats 
allocated proportionately, according to 
votes cast for national party lists. 


National Assembly 

A parallel voting system for Senegal’s 
parliament means that each eligible 
person has two votes: one Party Block 
and one proportional representation. 


South Africa 


© Pretoria, Bloemfontein, 
Cape Town 

E360.4 million 

©3111, including isiZulu, 
isiXhosa, Afrikaans, English 
&JParliamentary Republic 
E’President 


Post-apartheid progress 
South Africa's first fully democratic 
elections were held in 1994. From 
1948 to 1991, minority white rule 
enforced apartheid (a policy of 
racial segregation in all areas 

of life), and Black South Africans 
could not vote. In the new, post- 
apartheid South Africa, with the 
majority Black population fully able 
to participate in national politics, 


previously banned parties and 
former political prisoners were 
elected to high office. Advances 


of South Africans 
are Black; 9° 


Government of South Africa (2019) 


have been made in reconciliation 
and the restoration of rights, but 
corruption, inequality, and violence 
continue to limit political progress. 


Parliamentary politics 
South Africa inherited its 
parliamentary system from Britain. 
Citizens elect the lower house 
(National Assembly), and provincial 
legislatures elect the upper house 
(National Council of Provinces). In 
2020, the party-list system was 
Tuled unconstitutional because it 
discriminates against independent 
candidates: a new mixed system is 
likely. The president is elected by 
the National Assembly. 
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Middle East 


Its status as the birthplace of the three major monotheistic religions, 
along with a legacy of trouble caused by external manipulations, 
means that politics in the Middle East is complex and often fraught. 


Iran 


Religious establishment 

By controlling who can stand in elections, 
the Supreme Leader has direct or indirect 
influence over all branches of government. 


Tehran 
385.4 million 


Persian (Farsi) 
(lslamic Republic (Islamic 
theocracy with elements 


of Presidential Republic) 3 
EXsupreme Leader 3 
8 
An Islamic republic 3 ‘Approves ; 
In 1979, revolutionaries overthrew = Sppoints 
Iran's autocratic and pro-Western 
monarchy, replacing it with a Council of 
theocracy. The country has since Guardians — pemnidd arate 
been ruled by a mix of religious é Glin acess 
clerics and elected politicians, but = 
it is the clerics who hold ultimate 5 Appoints 
i i wn Controls 
power. Shia Islamic codes are z ae or. ee 
strictly enforced, and civilfreedoms E jeadof lency ion Mili 
are restricted, especially for women 8 Judiciary Lars Pe kvl a Prosi 
and ethnic and religious minorities. ~ 
= = 
Saudi Arabia 
ea royal princes dominate 
. % B res a positions of power. The 
Monarchy ulema (religious scholars) are 
Biking also influential. Restrictions 
on civil liberties include 


The Koran as constitution — gender segregation. 


Since 2018, women can: 


Saudi Arabia's constitution is the «drive 

i + attend public sports events 
Koran and the ne seis Gender inequality Pi po 
commentaries). fe king; Who Women are not Since 2019, women can: 
serves for life, selects a male equal in law and Ps + register a divorce, marriage, or death 
relative as his successor. He isthe — myst havea male ¥ : ee a Haieclict 
authority on legislative, executive, —_ guardian, which Rie cola on their child’s behal 
and judicial matters, second only to is usually their «travel abroad 


Sharia (Islamic) law. Hundreds of husband or father. 
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Turkey 


Oankara 

383.3 million 

turkish (official), Kurdish 
©)Presidential Republic 
President 


ee 


Creeping authoritarianism 
Located at the meeting point of 
Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, 
Turkey historically bridges the 
cultures and politics of all three. 
Once the heart of a great empire, 
today the country is a democratic 
republic—even if it is moving 
steadily toward authoritarianism. 
Until 2017, Turkey was a 
parliamentary republic with a 
president. A failed coup in 2016 led 
to a purge of public sector workers, 
including judges. Prosecutions and 


) 
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Presidential ionism 
Constitutional reform in 2017 
reduced parliamentary oversight and 
abolished the post of prime minister. 


harassment have eroded any real 
political opposition. Reforms have 
concentrated President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan's power, and he 
has deepened his influence over 
the military, media, civil society, 


United Arab Emirates 


Abu Dhabi 

98 million 
Arabic 
Federation of 
Absolute Monarchies 
EXPresident 


A union of seven 

The UAE is a federation of seven 
independent monarchies, of which 
Abu Dhabi and Dubai are the most 
dominant. Though small, the UAE 
is influential and has abundant oil 
supplies. The hereditary rulers of 
each emirate, or state, sit on the 
Supreme Council, the UAE’s 
highest legislative and executive 
body. The Council elects the 
president of the federation from 

its members, and the president 
nominates the prime minister. 


The Council of Ministers and the 
Federal National Council (FNC)—a 
parliament of 40 members witha 
50 percent quota for women—are 
only advisory. Until 2006, all 
positions were appointed, but today, 
half of the FNC is elected by a 
limited electorate. Political parties 
are banned, and tribal networks 
are influential. The constitution 
allows religious freedom, with 
some qualifications. The judiciary 
is not independent, and some 
courts follow Islamic Sharia law. 


Eligibility to vote 

Most of the UAE's population are 
foreign workers with no voting rights. 
The government selects Emirati citizens 
to vote, but the criteria are unclear. 


The Kurds are an ethnic group 
indigenous to parts of modern- 
day Armenia, Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
and Turkey. In Turkey, Kurds 


make up 15 to 20 percent of the 
population but have minority 
status. Turkish authorities class 
Kurdish rebel group the PKK as 
a terrorist organization. Kurdish 
groups have also fought for 
autonomy in Iraq and Syria. 


and religious life. Turkey's secular 
constitution guarantees freedom 

of religion, but moves by the 
increasingly powerful ruling party 
indicate a shift toward conservative 
values and a championing of Sunni 
Islamic causes. 


89% of the UAE's 
population are 
foreign nationals, 
who cannot vote. 
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The countries of Asia operate according to a variety of political 
systems, and the continent is home to most of the surviving socialist 
states. It has the world’s fastest rising economy, though wealth varies. 


China 


OBeijing Since the 1970s, China has although state-owned enterprises 
Hider transitioned from a command continue to account for more than 

ng” Unitary Socialist economy, in which the state 60 percent of China's market. 
Republic dictated production levels and Economic growth has rocketed, 
Bid seawtaly prices, to a market economy that but often at the cost of employment 
Communist Party promotes private enterprise— Tights and safeguards. 

People’s republic 

The world’s most populous country, 

China is a nuclear power with a 

permanent seat on the UN Security 

Council. Since 1949, it has been a 

single-party state ruled by the DISCIPLINE POLITBURO PARTY ELDERS 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP), in COMMISSION The hub of political A group of retired senior 

accordance witha mix of Marxist iolePartymember to”. power lectdby —* leaders who il wil 

Leninist communist theory and the including corruption committee 

philosophy of Mao Zedong (1893- 

1976), founder of the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC). 

China has no opposition 

parties; dissent is criminalized, 

and the media is tightly controlled. 

State Internet censorship and MILITARY AFFAIRS NATIONAL PEOPLE'S STATE COUNCIL 

surveillance is so extensive it has COMMISSION CONGRESS Executes policy and has 

been called the “Great Firewall of The link between the A2,980-member parliament legislative power over the 

Sans : ; Chinese Communist Party that votes on important budget and economic plan 
China." The systematic repression and the armed forces pieces of legislation 


of religious and ethnic minorities 
in the name of national security 
in Xinjiang and Tibet has brought 
China international censure, and 
Hong Kong has seen increasing 


political crackdowns. im aaa 
ARMED FORCES PEOPLE'S COURTS PROVINCES AND 
Otherwise known as Directly controlled by the TOWNSHIPS 
Peg to ace, usta powers the People's Liberation CPP’s Political and Legal The public-facing 
are all held by the Chinese Communist Party. Army (PLA) Affairs Commission component of the CCP 


It regulates every aspect of life, including 
religion, education, and even the number 
of children that parents may have. APPROVES/ELECTS INFLUENCES/ADVISES 


Japan 


OTokyo 
©1264 million 
Ig CJapanese 
rl {Constitutional 
Monarchy 
GiEmperor 


Prosperous archipelago 
Although there is still an emperor 
at the head of the Imperial House 
of Japan, the role is ceremonial. 
All the legislative and executive 
positions are elected, and the 
judiciary is independent. As one of 
Asia's oldest democracies, Japan 
has free and fair elections, civil 
rights, the rule of law, a free press, 


and freedom of religious expression. 


Legislative power resides with 
the National Diet—the name for 
Japan's bicameral legislature— 
which is composed of two 
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chambers: the House of 
Representatives and the House 

of Councillors. The prime minister 
is appointed from the House of 
Representatives. 

Japan underwent rapid economic 
expansion after World War II and 
has since become the third-largest 
economy in the world. The 
Japanese constitution, which came 
into effect in 1947, was largely 
imposed on the country by the US. 
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It was mostly shaped by 
American authors and contains 
many similarities to the US 
Constitution, particularly in its 
protection of personal rights 

and liberties. 

AN AGING POPULATION 

A high standard of living has resulted ina 
long life expectancy for the Japanese. But 
with a declining birth rate, this creates a 
higher proportion of elderly people, reliant 


on pensions and health care, compared to 
the falling number of tax-paying workers. 


& 
PENSIONERS 


i¥ 


WORKERS 


Singapore 


Singapore 
5.3 million 
English, Malay, 

~ Mandarin, Tamil 
Parliamentary Republic 
E’President 


Paternalistic state 

A former British colony and current 
member of the Commonwealth 

of Nations, Singapore has been 
independent since 1965. Its 
parliamentary system is based 
on the British model, although 

it is not a Western-style liberal 
democracy. The executive branch 
is made up of the president and 
the cabinet. The president's role 
is largely ceremonial, and it is the 


prime 
minister 
annual salary 


Government of Singapore (2021) 


prime minister who heads the 
government. Executive power is 
exercised by the cabinet, appointed 
by the president on the advice of 
the prime minister. The majority 
party forms the government, and 
the prime minister is the leader of 
the majority party. However, in 
practice, opposition is negligible 


and the People's Action Party (PAP), 
a conservative center-right party, 
has ruled continuously since 
independence—and the same 
family, the Lee family, has 
dominated Singaporean politics 
since 1959. 

Government policy takes a 
patemalistic approach, with strict 
Tules and regulations. Individual 
liberties are second to a smooth- 
Tunning, well-ordered society. 

The country's rapid economic 
growth has been credited to 
government intervention, foreign 
investment, and migrant workers. 

Singapore pays its politicians the 
highest salaries of any politicians 
worldwide. It is also rated one of 
the least corrupt countries globally. 


India 


QNew Delhi 
©3139 billion 


hindi and English 
if (cfficial) plus 

regional languages 

jFederal 

Parliamentary Republic 

E¥President 


Federal republic 

India is the world’s biggest 
democracy, a nuclear power, and 

an emerging economic powerhouse, 


but it faces inequalities and 
religious tensions. 

Independent from Britain since BRAHMA (HINDU GOD) 
1947, India has a parliamentary are elected by regional legislatures. Caste system 
democracy, with an indirectly “Semi-federal” India has 28 states _In the Hindu caste system, different 
elected president replacing the and eight union territories, but groups represent the body of the 
monarch. The 545 members of power is weighted more toward creation god, Brahma. Discrimination 
the lower house (Lok Sabha) are the central government. based on caste is illegal in India. 
directly elected, with some seats With 900 million voters, elections 
reserved for certain castes and last six weeks. Voting machines are on elephants, and across deserts by 
tribes. Most of the 245 seats in taken around the country: into the camel. Party symbols are used, as 
the upper house (Rajya Sabha) Himalayas on yaks, through forests one-quarter of Indians are illiterate. 


Vietnam 


er Me most power, including over the Economic growth 
Svicianase judiciary. There are direct elections Doi Moi economic 250 
ElSocialist Republic for the National Assembly, but liberalization saw 
EsPresident candidates are vetted before they 2 fapid risein 
can diana! GDP, but the 200 
One-party system In 1986, the Doi Moi economic mii g 
Vietnam is a single-party state reform introduced some free-market everyone: 150 2 
ruled by the Communist Party principles within a socialist 8 
of Vietnam (CPV), which tightly framework. Private enterprise was 2 
controls speech, religion, movement, legalized, and foreign investment 100 5 
and political activity. Criticism soared, leading to a transformation 2 
of the government is illegal. in the country’s development. 50 
Vietnam's three political 
structures are the CPV, the 
woman in == 3 


Assembly, but the CPV holds the 1995 2000 2005 2015 2020 


Thailand 


Bangkok 
% £370 million 
Thai 
A Constitutional Monarchy 
Gking 
Military influence 
Thailand's absolute monarchy 


became a constitutional monarchy 
in 1932. The king has little formal 
power, but in practice, he holds 
more influence than European 
monarchs. Democratically 

elected governments have been 
interspersed with military juntas 
(who have taken power by force). 
The most recent coup, in 2014, led 
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to a military-drafted constitution 
Under the current semi-civilian 
tule, the 500-seat lower house 
(House of Representatives) is 
directly elected with a mix of 
simple majority-vote and party lists. 
The 250-seat upper house (Senate) 
is appointed by the military. The 
prime minister is selected by both 
houses, giving the army significant 
control. Pro-democracy protests 
have been met with crackdowns. 
Thailand's Jése-majesté law makes 
insulting the monarchy a crime and 


Asia 


is considered among the harshest 
in the world. Judicial independence 
may be compromised by corruption. 


md 


successful military 
coups have 


www.CNBC.com, “Why does Thailand have 
so many coups?” (2019) 


South Korea 


OSeoul 

6351.3 million 
korean 
Presidential Republic 
President 


Sixth republic 

Since its partition from North Korea 
in 1948, South Korea has become 
an affluent major economy. Five 
Major revisions to the constitution 
have led to the Sixth Republic, 
which began in 1987. 

The head of government, the 
president, is elected every five 
years and the 300-strong National 
Assembly every four years using a 
system known as parallel voting—a 
mix of proportional representation 
(PR) and first-past-the-post. In 2019, 
the allocation of seats gained by PR 
changed to benefit smaller parties, 
and the voting age was lowered 
from 19 to 18. Elections are 


overseen by the National Election 
Commission, which has three 
members selected by the president, 
three by the National Assembly, 
and three by the Supreme Court. 

A culture of “politics of the person” 
rather than party loyalty fuels splits 
and mergers. Corruption and other 
scandals have added to political 
volatility. Freedom of expression 
exists, but some political activity 
linked to North Korea is banned. 


NORTH 
KOREA 


— Military Demarcation Line (MDL) 
1 Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 


The percentage of people who 
use the Internet provides a stark 
example of the relative prosperity 
and standard of living between 
South Koreans and their former 
compatriots in North Korea—a 
closed communist state. 


REPORTED PERCENTAGE OF 
INTERNET USERS IN 2020 


Border tensions 

The Korean War (1950-1953) never 
officially ended. A truce line from the 
1953 armistice, with a 2.4-mile (4-km) 
wide buffer zone, is heavily fortified. 
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Oceania 


Oceania is a geographic region that includes Australia, 


New Zealand, and numerous Pacific island nations, 
most of which are parliamentary democracies. 


New Zealand 


Qwellington 
% 349 million 
¥ English, Maori 
\Constitutional Monarchy 
dé Monarch, 
: represented by a 


Governor-General 


Parliamentary change 
New Zealand has a relatively short 
political history. The first settlers 
are thought to have come from 
Polynesia around the 13th century, 
and their Maori descendants 
constitute roughly 16 percent of 
today’s population. Mass European 
immigration began in the 19th 
century, under British rule, when a 
version of “Westminster” politics 
was established. In 1950, New 
Zealand dissolved its upper 
chamber, and in 1993 changed 


Commonwealth 
country 


New Zealand's head of state is the 
British monarch. He or she appoints 
a Governor-General, on the advice of 
the New Zealand prime minister, to 
carry out royal constitutional and 
ceremonial duties in New Zealand. 
Like the UK, New Zealand is rare in 
not having a single constitutional 
document—instead, it has an 
amalgamation of written and 
unwritten sources. 


LEGISLATIVE 
BRANCH 


first-past-the-post (FPTP) voting 

to mixed-member proportional 
representation (PR). Parallel 
systems of electoral districts 

exist in order to ensure Maori 
representation: a general roll and 
the Maori roll. Electors only vote in 
one, but those of Maori descent can 
choose which to join. 


Socially progressive 
In 1893, New Zealand became the 
first country to give women the 
vote, and in 2017, a river sacred 
to the Maori, the Whanganui, 
became the first river in the world 
to ever be granted the 
legal rights of a person. 
Many progressive 
laws began as 
members’ bills (bills 


ELECT 


Royal representative 
The political structure 

is based on the British 
model, plus an appointed 
Governor-General. 


G@q@ ™PARTYLIST SEATS 
aage @ Maori seats 


House of Representatives 

After the 2020 election, parliament 
had 120 seats: a mix of closed party 
list seats, and individuals elected from 
the general and Maori rolls. 


introduced by MPs who are not 
government ministers)—for 
example, marriage equality (2013) 
and assisted dying (2021). More 
bills are submitted than there is 
time to debate them, so 
numbered counters are 
drawn from a humble 
30-year-old cookie tin to 
decide which members’ 
bills will be debated. 
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Australia 


OCcanberra 

25.9 million 

GeEnglish 

Federal Constitutional 
Monarchy 

Monarch, represented 


© byaGovernor-General 


Post-colonial politics 

As a former British colony, Australia 
follows the Westminster model of 
parliamentary democracy. The 
government, led by the prime 
minister, is drawn from the lower 
house (House of Representatives), 
as are an official opposition and 
shadow cabinet of ministers. Both 
houses of parliament are directly 
elected every three years. These 
days, Australia uses a mix of 
preferential voting and proportional 
representation, but it previously 
experimented with many voting 
systems. The head of state is the 


Three tiers of elections 
Australians vote at three 
levels. Polling stations 
often have stands selling 
sausages in bread to raise 
funds, commonly known 
as "sausage sizzles.” 


government 
Councillors are 
elected to city or 
shire councils. 
Their responsibilities 
include road repairs, 
trash collection, and 
public health. 


GOVERNMENTS AROUND THE WORLD 


Australia's six states and two 
self-governing territories have 
their own constitutions, laws, 
and legislative and executive 
branches. Regardless of the 
size of their populations, 


each state returns 12 
members to the upper 

house of the federal 
parliament (Senate), and each 
territory sends two. Senators 
are elected for six years, with 
half of their number up for 
reelection every three years. 


British monarch, represented by the 
Governor-General. Unlike in the UK, 
voting is compulsory. Constitutional 
change must be ratified by a 
referendum. 
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Federal 

parliament 
Responsibilities of 
the elected federal 
government, drawn 
from parliament, 
include foreign affairs, 
defense, trade, and 
immigration. 
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CAPITAL 
TERRITORY 


TASMANIA 


Indigenous reparations 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples had lived in 
Australia for millenia before 
Europeans arrived. State crimes 
against them still reverberate 
today. It was not until 1967 that 
Indigenous people were included 
as part of the population. In 2008, 
the government formally apologized 
for past wrongs, and a process of 
Teconciliation is ongoing, although 
systemic inequality persists. 


54.9% 


voted against 
Australia changing 
toa republic ina 
1999 referendum. 


www.bbc.co.uk (1999) 


Index 


Page numbers in bold refer to 
main entries. 


Abu Dhabi 209 

accords 162 

activism 147, 154-155 

Additional Member System 110 

Africa 49, 60-61, 138, 160, 172, 
206-207 

African Union (AU) 166 

age discrimination 147 

agriculture 93, 95, 190, 193 

al-Qaeda 183 

algorithms 122, 123 

alliances 180-181 

allowances 97 

American Civil War (1861-1865) 138 

American Revolution (1765-1791) 17, 
19, 124, 156 

anarchism 34, 35, 44-45 

anarchy 14, 21, 45 

Annan, Kofi 106, 107 

anti-discrimination laws 145 

anti-racism 140-141 

Anti-Slavery Society 102 

Aquinas, St Thomas 178 

Arab Gas Pipeline 183 

Arab League 167 

Arab Spring 117, 165 

Arctic Council 189 

aristocracy 28, 68 

Aristotle 13, 68-69 

Arthashastra 180 

Asia 210-213 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 168 

assemblies 86, 107 

Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) 167 

Athens 30, 31, 70, 86, 110 

Augustine of Hippo, St 178 

Australia 59, 79, 131, 215 

Austria 112, 181 

authoritarianism 34, 35, 205 

propaganda and censorship 120, 121 
Tevolutions 156-157 


Back to Africa movement 60 
Batista, Fulgencio 75 
Beauvoir, Simone de 62, 142 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 168 
| benefits 153 
| Bentham, Jeremy 36, 37 
| Berlin, Isaiah 129 
| Bernstein, Eduard 56 
| Beveridge, William 37 
| Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 39 
| bicameral legislatures 86, 87 
| bilateral aid 191 
bilateral creditors 169 
| bilateral negotiations 162 
| Bills 87 
bin Laden, Osama 183 
| biodiversity loss 65, 193 
| bisexuality 144, 145 
| Bismark, Otto von 96 
| Black Lives Matter (BLM) 141, 154 
| Black nationalism 60-61 
Black Panthers 60 
| Bolsheviks 54-55, 156 
Bookchin, Murray 42 
| borders 160-161, 188 
borrowing 95 
bourgeoisie 55 
| boycotts 154 
| Brazil 199 
| Brexit 113 
British East India Company 175 
| British Empire 172 
Brown vs Board of Education 89 
| Buhari, Muhammadu 115 
Build Back Better World 168 
| bureaucracy 90-91 
| Burke, Edmund 38 
| Burke, Tarana 155 
| Bush, George 108 


cabinet 85, 93 
| Cambridge Analytica 115, 122 
| campaigns: election 108-109, 148 


protests 154-155 
Canada 59, 187, 189, 196 
capitalism 38, 43, 53, 175 
anarcho-syndicalism and 45 
deep ecology and 64 
libertarianism and 42 
social democracy and 56 
socialism and 52-53 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 166 
Carson, Rachel 64 
Castro, Fidel 75, 171 
Catalonia 112-113, 201 
Catholic Church 71, 72, 162 
censorship 47, 120-121 
Central America 196, 198 
central bank 94, 95 
Charlie Hebdo 119 
Chartism 130, 131 
Chavez, Hugo 50, 198 
Chile 155, 199 
China 29, 72, 76, 117, 178, 210 
bilateral creditors 168, 169 
censorship 121 
civil law 88 
civil service 90 
geopolitics 188 
military spending 98 
press freedom 118 
revolutions 157 
Tiananmen Square 164—155 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 210 
Church of England 72 
Cicero, Marcus Tullius 110 
city-states 13, 28, 31, 162 
civil law 88, 89 
civil rights 36, 131, 134, 141, 154, 197 
civil service 82, 90-91, 92, 93 
civil society 16, 17, 18 
civil wars 177, 179 
civilizations, growth of 13 
class 30, 136 
classism 136-137 
intersectionality 146-147 
ruling 12, 22, 28 
Cleisthenes 31 
climate change 64-65, 102, 103, 125, 
154, 155, 164, 165, 174, 185, 189, 
192-193 
Clinton, Bill 57 


co-operative behavior 16, 17 
coalitions 79, 180-181 
Cold War (1947-89) 188 
collective bargaining 152 
College of Cardinals 71 
colonialism 60, 61, 140, 190 
colonization, trade and 172-173 
commercial creditors 169 
common law 88, 89 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) 205 
communal ownership 52-63 
communism 34, 35, 52, 54-55, 74, 75, 
136, 155 
Communist Party of Cuba 75 
Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) 
212 
compass, political 34-35 
concems, global 184-193 
Concert of Europe 162 
conflict 18, 129, 162 
conflicts of interest 14, 16, 18 
Confucius (Kong Fuzi) 24-25 
conservatism 35, 38-39, 136 
constituencies 86, 108, 114 
constitutions 17, 83, 98, 110 
US Constitution 124, 197, 211 
Teferendums 112 
contract, social 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
Costa Rica 99, 181, 198 
coup d'état 20, 28, 75, 76, 98, 157, 
213 
court system 88, 94 
COVID-19 98, 142, 155, 164, 165, 169 
Crenshaw, Kimberlé 146-147 
Cronin, Professor Audrey Kurth 183 
Cruz, Ted 108, 115 
Cuba 157, 171 
Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) 162 
Cuban Revolution (1959) 75 
cultural movements 61 
culture 142, 175 
multiculturalism 58-59 
cybercrime 189 


debt, foreign 168-169 
decolonization 141, 172 
deep ecology 64 
defense 81, 92, 94, 98 


HOW POLITICS WORES 


deforestation 64, 193 
Delany, Martin 60 
democracies 9, 23, 69 
abuse of power 82 
choosing leaders 28 
citizens’ right to vote 130-131 
direct democtacy 32-33, 112 
electorate 29, 30 
leaders and 20, 21 
legislative branches 85 
local governments 100 
multi-party democracies 74, 
78-79 
populism and 50 
teferendums 112 
removing leaders 28 
lepresentative democracy 31, 112, 
200 
types of 30-31 
Democratic Party 78 
democratic socialism 57 
demonstrations 149, 155 
Denmark 80 
anarchism in 45 
Arctic Council 189 
gross national income (GNI) 191 
Nordic model 56 
press freedom 118 
trade unions 152 
deregulation 40, 41 
Development Assistance Committee 
191 
devolution 80, 200 
diaspora 60, 61 
dictatorship 74, 76-77, 99 
diplomacy 162-163 
direct democracy 30-31, 112 
disability 58, 96, 102, 135, 147, 
149 
disability living allowance 97 
liberalism and 36 
disarmament 98 
discrimination 136, 144 
disenfranchisement 114 
disinformation 114, 115, 121 
disputes 176 
dissent 75, 76, 121 
diversity 135 
domestic labor 139, 142 
Du Bois, W. E. B. 141 
Dunant, Henri 179 
dynasties 28, 29 


eee 


Index 


economy: democratic socialism 57 
economic hardship 156 
economic liberalism 37 
economic policy 81, 94-95 
foreign debt 168-169 
globalization and 174, 175 
government income and expenditure 

94-95 
liberalism and 37 
migration and 186, 187 
neoliberalism and 40—41 
social democracy and 56 
trade barriers 171 
education 93, 95, 100, 102, 132, 134, 
140, 184, 190 
elected representatives 28, 29, 30, 31, 
110, 111, 149 

elections 29, 106-115 
campaigns 108-109, 148 
citizens’ right to vote 130-131 
electoral systems 82, 110-111 
local councils 100 
manipulating 114-115 
why we have them 106 

electorate 29, 111 
citizens’ right to vote 130-131 
manipulating elections 114 
multi-party democracy 78 
referendums 112 

elite, populism and the 50, 51 

embargoes 170 

embassies 163 

emergency response 98, 191 

energy, sustainable 65 

Engels, Friedrich 64, 66 

English Civil War (1642-1651) 14 

Enlightenment 12, 16, 17, 45, 124, 157 

environment 174, 191, 192-193 

environmentalism 64-65 

equality 16, 17, 19, 36, 134 
equal rights 62, 63 
gender 184 
income 41 
marriage 144, 203 

equity 134, 135 

Eritrea 112, 118 

Estrada, Joseph 157 

ethics: ethical behavior 24-25 
ethics of war 178-179 


Ethiopia 206 
ethnicity 48, 49, 58, 59, 130, 135, 140 
ethnic minorities 58 
intersectionality 146, 147 
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) 167 
the euro 166 
Europe 60, 172, 200-205 
European Union (EU) 166, 200, 202, 
204, 205 
Exclusive Economic Zones 161 
executive branch of government 82, 83, 
84-85, 92, 98 
expenditure, governmental 94-95 
Extinction Rebellion 45, 154 
extremism 49 


fake news 114, 115, 121, 122-123 
families, traditional structure of 38 
Fanon, Frantz 60, 141 
Farage, Nigel 50 
fascism 34, 35, 46-47, 74 
Faure, Sébastien 42 
federalism 80-81, 215 
feminism 62-63, 133, 142, 143 
feudalism 54, 71 
filter bubbles 122 
finance: election campaigns 109 
globalization and 174 
see also economy 
Finland 56, 118, 152, 189, 204 
first-past-the-post (FPTP) 78-79, 110, 
111 
Floyd, George 141, 154 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) 165 
food waste 193 
foreign aid 95, 103, 172, 190-191 
foreign debt 168-169 
Foreign Office 92 
foreign policy 81, 85, 162 
fossil fuels 64, 65, 193 
France 201, 207 
colonization 172 
foreign debt 168 
homosexuality 144 
nationalism in 48 
neofascism in 46 
trade unions 152 
Franco, Francisco 46, 76, 201 


Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) 
177 
Franz Ferdinand, Archduke 182 
free markets 36, 40-41, 43, 56 
Free State Project 42 
free trade 38, 171, 172 
free will 14 
freedom 19, 34, 35, 36, 42, 52, 129 
communism and 55 
freedom of speech 36, 47 
freedom fighters 183 
of the press 118-119 
testriction of 18, 75 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR) 125 
French Revolution (1789-1799) 17, 19, 
34, 38, 48, 70, 124, 125, 166, 182, 
201 
Friedan, Betty 62 
Friedman, Milton 41 
fundamentalism 75 


Garvey, Marcus 60 
Gaulle, Charles de 201 
gender 62, 135, 144-145, 184 
equality 133 
gender bias 143 
inequality 208 
intersectionality 146-147 
Geneva Conventions (1949) 178 
geopolitics 188-189 
Germany 27, 74-75, 202 
civil law 88 
civil service 91 
foreign aid 190 
foreign debt 168 
immigrants 187 
nationalism in 48 
Nazism in 46, 74-75, 76, 141, 172, 179, 
202 
trade unions 152 
voting systems 110 
gerrymandering 114 
Ghana 60, 61 
global concems 184-193 
global intemmational organizations 
164-165 
globalization 174-175, 189 
God 72, 73 


Good Friday Agreement (1998) 200 
Gore, Al 108 
Gouges, Olympe de 62, 132 
governments 28, 194-215 
civil service 90-91 
constitutions 83 
departments 92-93 
devolution 80 
dictatorship 76-77 
diplomacy 162 
executive branch 82, 83, 84-85, 92 
federalism 80-81 
foreign aid 190 
foreign debt 168 
globalization and 174 
government by consent 16 
income and expenditure 94-95 
international connections 160-175 
judicial branch 83, 88-89 
legal rights 126 
legislative branch 82, 83, 84, 85, 
86-87 
local government 100-101 
military control 99 
monarchy and 70-71 
multiparty democracy 78-79 
and NGOs 103 
one-party states 74-75 
organizing 66-103 
political institutions 82 
political systems 68-81 
positive and negative rights 128-129 
propaganda and censorship 118, 
120-121 
referendums 112, 113 
regional 80 
revolutions and 157 
tuling and opposition parties 78-79 
theocracy and 72-73 
trade barriers 170 
tripartite systems 82-83 
trust in the 57 
UK structure 200 
grassroots lobbying 151 
Greece 46, 57 
ancient Greece 30, 31, 68, 70, 110, 
124, 138, 178 
greenhouse gas 64, 192-193 
gross domestic product (GDP) 169, 202 
gross national income (GNI) 191 
Grotius, Hugo 178 
Guaid6, Juan 198 


Hague Peace Conferences 178 
Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) 138 
Harlem Renaissance 61 
harm principle 36-37 
Hayek, Friedrich 41 
health 165, 184 

aid 102, 191 

health services 83, 92, 95, 141 
Hedonic Calculus 37 
Hegel, Georg 55 
hereditary class 38, 39 
hereditary leaders 21, 28-29 
hierarchy, libertarian socialism and 34 
Hindu 49, 212 
Hippias 31 
Hitler, Adolf 46, 76 
Hobbes, Thomas 12, 14, 15, 16, 18, 124, 

156 
homosexuality 144-145 
Hong Kong 117, 210 
hooks, bell 62 
housing 96, 97, 100, 101, 140 
human rights 36, 103, 124, 125, 
126-127, 154, 164, 171 

human trafficking 139, 186 
humanitarian interests 102, 191 
Hungary 205 


Iceland 56, 86, 189 
identity 48, 134-147 
identity politics 58-59 
ideologies, political 9, 34-65 
immigrants 58, 93, 186-187 
inclusion 134-147 
income: governmental 94-95 
income equality 41, 62, 133 
income support 96 
Independence Party (UKIP) 50 
India 86, 172, 178, 182, 188, 
212 
class systems 136 
conservatism in 39 
first-past-the-post (FPTP) 79 
Military spending 98 
nationalism in 49 
universal suffrage 131 


HOW POLITICS WORES 


Indigenous people 172 
Africa 61, 140 
Australia 131, 140, 215 
Canada 59, 196 
Chile 199 
Costa Rica 198 
individualism 36, 42 
industrial action 152 
Industrial Revolution 52, 136 
industry 95, 193 
inequality 18, 42, 94, 134, 185 
classism 136-137 
gender 62, 134-135, 208 
globalization and 175 
income 41, 62 
intersectionality 146-147 
tacism 140-141 
inflation 94 
infrastructure 80, 183, 185 
injustice 154 
institutions: political 82-103 
public 76 
interest, conflicts of 14, 16, 18 
interest groups 149, 150 
interest rates 94 
intergovernmental organizations (IGO) 
166-167 
Intemational Atomic Energy Agency 
(TAEA) 165 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) 179 
intemational connections 160-175 
Intemational Criminal Police 
Organization (INTERPOL) 167 
Intemational Monetary Fund (IMF) 41, 
164-165, 168, 169, 185 
international trade barriers 170-171 
internet 114, 117, 120-121, 174, 183, 
213 
intersectionality 63, 146-147 
Tran 72, 86, 121, 163, 208 
Islam 72, 138 
Israel 45 
Italian Fascist Party 46, 47 
Italy 46, 47, 48, 203 


Japan 70, 72, 168, 172, 181, 190, 211 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) 163 


aiereie 


Index 


Jordan 71, 121 
judicial branch of government 83, 88-89 
justice 134-147, 185 


Kenya Land and Freedom Army 183 
kibbutz movement 45 

King, Martin Luther 141 

Korean War (1950-1953) 213 
Kropotkin, Peter 45 

Kurds 49, 209 

kyriarchy 146 


Labour Party 152 
Latin American Debt Crisis (1980s) 169 
laws: anti-discrimination 145 
civil or common law 88, 89 
constitutions 83 
dictatorships and 77 
and direct democracy 30 
enforcement of 85 
executive branch 82, 84 
federal law 80, 81 
international 178-179 
judicial branch 88-89 
legislative branch and 86-87 
religious 73 
and representative democracy 31 
leaders and leadership 20-31 
art of ruling 26-27 
choosing 28-29 
dictatorship 76-77 
fascist 46, 47 
how to remove 28 
moral leadership 24-25 
populist 50, 51 
religious 73 
types of leader 20-21 
wise leaders 22-23 
League of Nations 164, 185 
left-wing ideology 34, 35 
class system 136 
government income and expenditure 
94 
libertarianism 42 
populism 50 
welfare and 96 


legal rights 126-127 

legal systems 81 

legality 127 

legislation, and democracy 30, 31 

legislative branch of government 82, 
83, 84, 85, 86-87 

lending, global 168-169 

Lenin, Vladimir 54-55 

LGBTQ+ 36, 63, 144-145, 146, 205 

Hi 24-25 

liberalism 35, 36-37 

liberation movements 48-49, 61 

Libertarian Party 78 

libertarian socialism 34 

libertarianism 34, 35, 37, 42-43, 44 

liberty 16, 17, 36, 42, 44, 119, 129, 155 

lobbying 148, 149, 150-151, 165 

local government 100-101, 215 

Locke, John 13, 16-17, 18, 19, 36, 42, 
124, 166 

lords 54 

lower class 136, 137 


Machiavelli, Niccold 26-27, 162 

Mackinder, Sir Halford 189 

Maduro, Nicolds 198 

Mahan, Alfred Thayer 189 

majoritarian systems 111 

mandate of heaven 29, 72 

manifestos 109 

manorialism 136 

Mao Zedong 55, 76, 210 

Maori 214 

Marcus Aurelius 22 

marginalization 49, 147 

maritime borders 161 

mariage equality 144, 203 

Marshall Plan 190 

Martin, Trayvon 141 

Marx, Karl 62, 54, 55, 56, 162, 156, 167 

Marxism 56, 156, 157 

Marxist-Leninist 206, 210 

means of production 52, 53 

media 116-123, 143, 196, 204, 205 
dictatorships and 76, 77 
freedom of the press 118-119 
negative stereotyping 141 

melting pot model 58-59 

Member of Parliament (MP) 150, 200 


mercantilism 172-173 
meritocracies 40 
Mexico 196, 198 
middle class 136 
Middle East 208-209 
migration 58, 161, 186-187, 188 
military 83, 98-99, 190 
aid 191 
Costa Rica 99, 181, 198 
coup d’état 20, 28 
dictatorships 76 
fascism and 47 
leaders 20, 28 
Thailand 213 
Mill, John Stuart 36, 37, 42, 177 
ministries 83, 85, 92-93 
misinformation 121, 122-123 
Mixed-member proportional voting 
(MMP) 202 
monarchy 21, 23, 28-29, 30, 54, 68, 
70-71, 85, 200 
Canada 196 
divine right of monarchs 72 
Spain 201 
Thailand 213 
UK 70, 72, 196, 214, 215 
monetary policy 94 
money, printing 95 
Montesquieu, Baron de 82, 83 
morals 127 
moral leadership 24-25, 26 
moral rights 126-127 
personal vs political morality 26-27 
multiculturalism 58-59 
multilateral aid 191 
multilateral creditors 169 
multiparty democracy 74, 78-79 
Mussolini, Benito 46, 203, 206 
mutualism 44 
Myanmar 99, 121 


Naess, Ame 64 

national identity 48 

nationalism 35, 47, 48-49, 50 

Nazism 46, 74-75, 76, 141, 172, 179, 202 
negative rights 128-129 

neofascism 46 

neoliberalism 37, 40-41, 175 
Netherlands 203 


neutrality 180-181 

New Zealand 110, 214 

news stories 122, 123 

newspapers 116, 118-119 

Nigeria 206 

Nkrumah, Kwame 60 

nobility 54, 71 

noise restrictions 36, 37 

nongovemmental organizations 
(NGOs) 102-103, 114, 190 

Nordic model 56-57, 204 

North America 196-197 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) 167, 181, 204 

North Korea 118, 121, 161, 213 

Northem Ireland 80, 182, 200 

Norway 66, 118, 189, 191, 204 

Nozick, Robert 43 


Obama, Barack 43, 161 

obligations 128 

Occupy movement 42, 50 

oceans 64, 65 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
190 

oligarchy 69 

one-party states 74-75 

opposition parties 74, 75, 76, 78-79 

oppression, structures of 142-143 

Orange Revolution 157 

Orbén, Viktor 50, 205 

Organization of African Unity (OAU) 60 

Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development (OECD) 
190-191 

Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 167 

Orwell, George 49, 119 

Ottoman Empire 144 


Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) 167 
Pan-African Congress 60 
pan-Africanism 60-61 
Pankhurst, Emmeline 131, 155 
parallel voting 207, 213 

Paris Agreement (2015) 192 


parliamentary systems 84, 92, 196 

patemalistic conservatism 39 

patriarchy 62, 142-143, 146 

patriotism 39, 48 

peace 176, 177, 178, 179, 185 

pensions 97 

people: people's rights 13, 16-17, 18, 88 
will of the people 30-31 

People’s Action Party (PAP) 211 

People’s Republic of China (PRC) 210 

Perez, Caroline Criado 143 

personal freedom 36, 37 

petitions 149, 154 

Pew Research Center 122 

Philippines 157 

philosopher kings 22-23, 24 

Pinochet, Augusto 199 

Plato 22-23, 24, 68 

plurality systems 110-111 

Podemos party 60, 57 

Poland 133, 152, 204 

policies: economic policy 94-95 
foreign policy 81, 85, 162 
government departments 92-93 
implementing 85 
policymaking in the civil service 

90-91 

Polish Communist Party 152 

political change 104-157 

political ideologies 34-65 

political institutions 82-103 

political parties 34, 74, 78-79 
election campaigns 108-115 

political systems 68-81 

politicians 23, 92 

polity 68, 69 

polling day 108, 110 

pollution 64, 65, 193 

the Pope 71, 72 

populace 58 

populism 50-51 

Portugal 46, 172, 199 

positive rights 128-129 

poverty 41, 190 

power 84, 188 

presidential systems 84, 85, 92 

presidents 84, 85, 92, 93, 197 

press 118-119, 196 

pressure groups 148-157 

preventative diplomacy 162 

Pride 144 

prime ministers 84, 85, 92, 93, 200 


HOW POLITICS WORES 


privatization 38, 40, 41, 43, 53 
project aid 191 
proletariat 55, 152 
propaganda 76, 77, 118, 120-121 
property ownership 39, 45, 130, 134 
proportional representation (PR) 78, 79, 
110, 111 
protest 121, 148-157 
Proudhon, Pierre-Joseph 45 
public opinion 120-121 
public ownership 52 
public services: executive branch of 
government 84 
federalism and 80 
Nordic model 57 
privatization of 40, 41 
social democracy and 56, 57 
socialism and 53 
Putin, Vladimir 115, 205 


queer 144, 145 
quotas 170 


race 130, 131 
intersectionality 63, 146-147 

racism 62, 138, 140-141, 197 
melting pot model 59 
nationalism and 49 
pan-Africanism 60, 61 

ranked-choice voting (RCV) 79 

Rawls, John 134 

Reagan, Ronald 41 

realpolitik 26 

recycling 65, 101, 150 

referendums 112-113, 200 

refugee crisis 186 

regime change 28 

regional governments 80 

relationship pairings 25 

teligion 58, 130, 135 
fundamentalism 75 
intersectionality 146 
organized 38 
teligious leaders 21 
theocracy 72-73 

ren 24-25 


220 /221 


Index 


representative democracy 31, 112, 200 
Teproductive rights 133, 143 
Republican Party 39, 78 
Tevolutions 17, 19, 28, 54, 156-157 
revolving door 151 
Richelieu, Cardinal 162 
Tight-wing ideology 34, 35 
class system 136 
government income and expenditure 
94 
libertarianism 42-43 
populism 50 
welfare and 96 
Tights 36, 52, 124-131, 154 
citizens’ right to vote 130-131 
civil rights 36, 131, 134, 141, 154, 197 
employee rights 153 
equal rights 62, 63 
evolution of 124-125 
human rights 103, 124, 125, 126-127, 
154, 164, 171 
legal rights 126-127 
LGBTQ+ 144-145 
moral rights 126-127 
negative and positive rights 128-129 
people’s rights 13, 16-17, 18, 88 
rights to protest 155 
types of 126-127 
women’s rights 132-133, 154 
workers’ rights 45 
Risorgimento 48 
Rochau, Ludwig von 27 
Rome, ancient 138, 178 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques 13, 15, 18-19, 
30, 45 
Tule of law 24, 38 
Tulers and ruling: art of ruling 26-27 
choosing 28-29 
citizens and 12-19 
dictatorship 76-77 
essential relationship pairings 25 
fascist 46, 47 
how to remove 28 
monarchy 68 
moral leadership 24-25 
political systems 69 
populist 50, 51 
teligious 73 
the ruler is sovereign 14-15 
tuling class 12, 22, 28, 54, 156 
Tuling elite 38, 39, 44 
types of leader 20-21 


virtues of 24 
who should mule 20-31 
wise leaders 22-23 
Russia 115, 166, 188, 205 
Arctic Council 189 
communism in 54-55 
conservatism in 39 
military spending 98 
Russian Revolution (1917) 144, 157 


salad bowl model 59 
Salazar, Anténio de Oliveira 46 
Sami 204 
sanctions 163, 171 
Saudi Arabia 70, 72, 208 
Saunders, Bernie 57 
scapegoating 120 
Scotland 80, 200 
secular assemblies 73 
security: federalism and 80 
national 74, 85, 92, 120 
security dilemma 98 
Selassie, Haile 60, 206 
Senegal 207 
Serano, Julia 62, 147 
serfs 54 
sexism 62-63 
sexual orientation 135, 144-145, 146 
ship of state 22-23 
Singapore 28, 211 
slavery 54, 60, 138-139, 172, 173 
Smith, Adam 37, 40-41 
social anarchism 44, 45 
social care 92, 100, 101 
social class 136 
social contract 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
social democracy 34, 56-57 
social media 63, 109, 117, 121, 122-123, 
125, 148, 154, 175 
social mobility 136, 137 
social order 38 
social status 136-137 
socialism 34, 36, 52-53, 54, 55, 56, 136 
Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia 77 
society 12, 13 
communism and 54 
conservatism and 38 
moral leadership and 24-25 


people as sovereign 18-19 
populist view of 50 
tuling class 22 
social contract 16-17 
socialism and 52 
sovereign authority 12, 14-15 
sovereignty by consent 16-17 
Socrates 22 
Sorens, Jason 42 
South Africa 126-127, 131, 141, 154, 207 
South America 172, 198-199 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) 167 
South Korea 161, 213 
Southern Common Market 
(MERCOSUR) 166 
sovereigns: people as sovereign 18-19 
sovereign authority 12, 14-15 
sovereignty by consent 16-17 
see also monarchy 
Soviet Union 54-55, 76, 157, 181, 204, 
205 
Spain 76, 112-113, 182, 198, 201 
anarchism in 45 
civil law 88 
colonization 172 
democratic socialism in 57 
fascism in 46 
populism in 50 
Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) 45, 177 
spectrum, political 34-35 
Sri Lanka 133 
Stalin, Joseph 55, 77, 144, 157 
Starbucks 175 
the state: anarchism and 44 
communism and 54 
control of military 99 
dictators and 77 
fascism and 46-47 
federalism 80 
head of 84, 85 
libertarianism and 43 
neoliberalism and 40 
one-party states 74-75 
oppression and the 143 
political systems 68 
protests and 155 
socialism and 52-53 
state intervention 39, 40 
state-owned enterprises (SOEs) 
95 
state of nature 14 


Stonewall riots (1969) 144-145 

strikes 152, 155 

subsidies 170, 171 

suffragist movement 133 

Sustainable Development Goals 184, 
193 

Sweden 56, 118, 152, 189, 191, 204 

swing voters 108 

Switzerland 80, 113, 181 

symbolism, fascism 47 

Syria 72 

Syrian 57, 186 


Taparelli, Luigi 178 
tariffs 170 
taxation 95 
federalism and 80 
legislative branches 86 
Nordic model 56, 57 
progressive 94 
right-wing libertarianism and 43 
social democracy and 56, 57 
tax credits 97 
trade barriers 170 
the treasury and 94 
Tea Party movement 43 
technology 174 
television 116, 118-119 
terrorism 182-183 
texts, sacred 72, 73, 74 
Thailand 213 
Thant, General U 162 
Thatcher, Margaret 41 
theocracy 71, 72-73 
think tanks 150 
Third Way 57, 60 
thought, rational 16 
Thunberg, Greta 154 
Tiananmen Square 154-155 
tied aid 191 
Tito, Josip Broz 77 
totalitarianism 74, 75, 76 
trade: and colonization 172-173 
globalization and 174, 175 
international trade barriers 170-171 
Ministry of Trade 93 
restricted 173 
trade Ioutes 188, 189 
trading blocs 166 


trade unions 44, 56, 152-153 
ransgender 62, 144, 145 
ransport 95, 101, 192 
Treasury 92, 93, 94-95 
treaties 163, 166-167 

Treaty of London (1864) 181 
ribes 13, 20 
tripartite systems 82-83 
Trump, Donald 50, 115 
Turkey 187, 209 
two-party political systems 78-79 
yranny 69 


| 
1 ow 


unicameral legislatures 86 
United Arab Emirates 209 
United Kingdom 200 
Church of England 72 
civil service 90 
colonization 172 
constitution 83, 200 
devolution 80 
first-past-the-post (FPTP) 79 
foreign debt 168 
government structure 200 
gross national income (GNI) 191 
immigration 58, 187 
judicial branch 89 
legislature 82 
lobbying 150 
military spending 98 
monarchy 70, 72, 196, 214, 215 
neoliberalism in 41 
populism in 50 
referendums 113 
women's rights 133 
United Nations (UN) 106, 162, 164-165, 
167, 190 
definition of federalism 80 
global challenges 184-185 
NGOs 102 
Paris Agreement (2015) 192 
Sustainable Development Goals 184, 
193 
UN Climate Change Conference 
(2021) 64 
UN Conference on the Human 
Environment (1972) 64 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(1982) 161 


HOW POLITICS WORES 


UN Convention Relating to the Status 
of Refugees (1951) 178 
UN Paris Agreement (2015) 64 
UN Refugee Convention (1951) 186 
United States of America (USA) 40, 181, 
197 
American Revolution (1765-1791) 17, 
19, 124, 156 
anti-fascist movement 46 
Arctic Council 189 
borders 161 
choosing rulers 28 
civil service 91 
conservatism in 39 
constitution 124, 197, 211 
Cuba trade embargo 171 
Declaration of Independence 17 
democratic socialism in 57 
election campaigns 108 
far-right white supremacy 
movements 49 
foreign debt 168 
geopolitics 188 
gross national income (GNI) 191 
House of Representatives 86 
immigration 58, 187 
judicial branch 89 
legislature 82 
libertarianism in 42-43 
lobbying 151 
military 98, 99 
neoliberalism in 41 
pan-Africanism in 60 
populism in 50 
presidential campaigns 115 
protests 155 
Senate 86 
slavery 138 
social democracy in 57 
terrorism 181, 183 
trade unions 152 
treasury and taxation 94 
two-party states 78 
voting rights 130 
United-States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) 166 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR) 118, 125, 138 
universal suffrage 130-131 
universality 127 
upper class 136, 137 
utilitarianism 36, 37 


Index 


values 20, 35 

Venezuela 114, 198 

Vietnam 212 

Vikings 86 

violence 27, 62, 98, 138 
domestic violence 132, 133, 143 
terrorism 182-83 

virtuous societies 24, 25 

voluntary aid 191 

voting 28, 106-115, 148, 197 
citizens’ right to vote 130-131 
first-past-the-post (FPTP) 78-79, 110, 


legislature 87 

manipulated elections 114, 115 

Mixed-member proportional (MMP) 
202 

multiparty democracy 78 

parallel voting 213 

parliamentary systems 84 

presidential systems 85 

proportional representation (PR) 78, 
79, 110, 111, 214 

results 108-109 

types of 110-111 

women and 30, 63, 132, 133, 214 


wages 153, 155 
Walby, Sylvia 142 
Wales 80, 200 
Walesa, Lech 152 
war 176-183, 186, 187, 188 
War on Terror 181 
Warsaw Pact 181 
waste 64, 65, 100, 101 
wealth: free-market economies 40 
globalization and 175 
inherited 39 
reinvested 172 
social democracy and 56 
socialism and 52 
Weber, Max 90, 91, 98 
websites 117, 120-121, 183 
Weinstein, Harvey 155 
welfare 83, 57, 96-97 
Williams, Henry Sylvester 60 


Wollstonecraft, Mary 62, 132 Saudi Arabia 208 work ethic 39, 41 


women 58 voting 30, 63, 133, 214 workers 56, 152 
feminism 62-63 women’s rights 62, 63, 132-133, working conditions 153, 155 
intersectionality 146-147 154 working class 53, 54, 55 
liberalism and 36 Women’s Liberation Movement 63, World Bank (WB) 41, 164, 168, 169, 190 
#Me Too movement 63, 155 133 World Health Organization (WHO) 165, 
patriarchy 142-143 work 143 185 


Acknowledgments 


Dorling Kindersley would like to thank Heather Wilcox for 
Americanization; Debra Wolter for proofreading; Vanessa Bird for the 
index; Sarah Mahomed Ross, Jonathan Ward, and Philippa Willitts for 
authenticity reading. 


